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LETTER FROM ARCHBISHOP HUGHES. 




The' Bight Bevy Bishop of iffew York has hem' pieced to 
convey his approbation of ihe Society in the following 
letter^: ■ 

It is with sincere pleasure that we give our hearty 
approval to the Society of St." Vincent de Paul, estab- 
lished in New York, which camfot fail to be of the 
greatest advantage to those who compose it as mem- 
bers, and to the community at large. 

This Society has been most solemnly approved by the 
Holy See, and many spiritual privileges conferred by oar 
Holy Father upon its members. : ' 

It is now widely extended throughout Catholic Europe, ' 
and its progress has been marked by, naany blessings, of 
which rich and poor have been equally partakers. We 
should be rejoiced to see it extended to every parish and 
congregation in the diocese; ' « . v; 

Given at "New York/ this 11th day of August, A. D. 
1848. " , ' • • • : : \ j. :; -L- 

- * . >|« JOHN, Bishop of New York. 

' (Seal.) " * *. .:. '. • : 



INTKODUCTIOK 

THE RULES 

OF 

(FROM THE MAJSTUAL, PAGES 19 TO 29.) 



First published at Paris, in December, 1835. 



"We are now entering upon that formal organ- 
ization" we have long wished for. It has been de- 
layed, for our association has already existed 
some years. But were we not bound to ascer- 
tain that God wished that it should continue, be- 
fore determining the form which it should as- 
sume? Was it not necessary, that it should be 
'well established,— that it should know what 
Heaven required of it, — that it should judge 
what it cduld do by what it had done, before 
framing its rules and prescribing its duties? 
Now we have only to embody, as it were, in 

[5] 
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Regulations, usages already folio wed and loved; 
— and this is a guarantee that our Titles will be 
well received by all, &tidavill not be forgotten. 

Our little asso^ationlfSr a^timief bo>re the liaine 
of Conference of Charity- 'Sti Yvriceht de Paul, 
because this was the ti&me ; uMer Which it Was 
commenced, and iri order' that W^might not for- « 
get the circumstances of ^fts Pongin, Which no one 
in particular can attribute to himself. Some 
among us, whilst demoting ourselves to the de- 
fense of the ddginas of religion /in the then very 
stormy discussions of ^literary* Societies, thought 
that it Was ndt enough td speak ; but that we 
should also act t hence came the works of charity 
to which they devoted themselve^herice the 
Conference of Charity. ] 

Having become numerous, and being obliged 
to divide into sections^— moreover j iriany of us 
desiring to meet together in other towns, where ' 
we were to reside thenceforth, the name of - Con- 
ference has continued to be applied to each of 
those sections, all of which are comprised under 
the cdmmbn d^dmitiatiiofi of ■ ib& Society of St. 
Vincent de PWiil. - y ' [ ' r: ' : - ' : ' •'• 

We must ever avoid giving to our undertaking 
the name of any part&idar to whatever 
may have teen his ' individual serviced; or of the 
places iti whieK^e ^s^ 

<hist6itii oiirselve^ to lo6k upon! it as the Work of 
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man. Christian works belong to God alone, the 
sole Author of all good. 

Our association originated in religious : mor 
tives: . we v m the rules of 

our conduct nowhere but in the spirit of religion 
— in the examples and words of pur Saviour— in 
the instruction^ ^ the 
Saints, n Such are the reasons > why we are placed 
under the patronage of the Blessed and Immac- 
ulate Virgin and ^ St. Vincent de Paul, to whom 
w;e owe; ^peculiar devotion, whose footsteps we 
must l sedulously endeavor to follow. 

It pleased Jesus Christ first to practice that, 
which, afterwards He was tp teach mankind; 
coepit fyc^gt^we*: We are desirous of imi- 
tating that Divine Model so far as pur weakness 
will allow. .. ■ /;,.,,.••; 

The object j then, of this Conference is, first, 
tp sustain its members, }>y inutual - example, in 
the practice of a Christian life ; secondly, to visit 
thg : ppQr;a_t. ; .^eir. dwellings, to carry them suc- 
cor in M R d, to afford them, also, religious consp- 
lations-^r^membering these words of our Master : 
41 Not in bread alone doth man liv% but ,in every 
wprd that proeeedeth from the mouth of God" 
(Deuti viii,,3 ; Matt. iy ? 4.) ; thirdly, to.apply our- 
selves* according to our abilities f .^d ihe time 
which x we can spare, tp the ? ele^ieptap; and. Chris-, 
tian instruction of poor chil<ken, ^hether free. 
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6t imprisoned, seeing that, what we may. do for 
the least t among, our brjetjhre^^^ 
promised that . He will accept as d^P e Him- • 
self ; fourthly, to distribute irior&l l-jinfL religious 
hooks ; fifthly, to be willing to . undertake any 
Other sort of charitable work to whi^ch pur re- 
sources may be adequate, aid wHI not o^ 
pose the chief end .of the ^Society, and for which 
it may demand our co-operation upon the propo-^ 
sition" of its directing members. 
' This Society of Charity is . composed of active 
members, and of others who cannot de vote them- 
selves to the works m which it is engaged. -The 
members of this latter class assist ]the former by 
their efforts and by their influence : by their offer- 
ings and their prayers they supply the absence of 
that; actual co-operatipn which they, are necessi- 
tated to forego. V ' ^ 
The Society should endeavor to attain and' 
practice every virtue ; there are, however,, some, 
virtue^ which are more essentially | necessary to 
its members, for the due discharge of the char- 
> itable duties to . which they devote themselves. 
JLinong these' are self-demal, Christian prudence, 
the active love of our neighbor, zeal for the sal- 
vation of Sbuls, :> meeKnes's in heart and word, and, 
above all, th^ spirit of fraternal chanty. J ; T!hey 
ouglit, therefore, to meditate on the maxims of 
the'Go^pel ^whfch recommend these virtues, and 
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should make them the rule of their lives. It is 
for this purpose that those maxima here de- 
tailed, arid a developtnent given to them applica- 
ble to our work. 

1. By self-denial we should understand the sur- 
rendering of our own opinion, without which sur- 
reiider iio association is durable. The many who 
is in love with his own ideas, will disdain the opin- 
ion of otheria ; the contempt of his brothers, far 
from uniting, engenders division. We should, 
therefore, willmgly acquiesce in the judgment of 
others, and should not feel annoyed if our own 
propositions be not accepted by them. Our mu- 
tual good-will should proceed from the heart, and 
should be Without bounds. We should equally 
avoid &11 spirit of contention with the poor, and 
we must not consider ourselves offended if they 
should not yield implicitly to our advice; we 
must nbt attempt to make t&em receive it as 
from authority and by command we should 
content Ourselves with proposing wbat is good, 
and zealously Exhorting to its practice, leaving 
to Sod the bare of making our words bear fruit 
if SUCih Should be His will. 

2. Christian Prudence. — Among the poor 
there &re some who have the happiness to be 
good Christians ; Others kre careless, and some, 
perhaps- impious. We ought hot to repulse' 
them, even in this latter case ; our language 
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ought to "be appliofiblie td^ the dispositions of 
those whom we aSdtfess; tem^mtering that; Jesus 
Christ recommended His disciples t6 unite the 
wisdom of the serjieht W th^ simplicity of the 
, dove. Bounty Opens tih<d te^rt to confidence^ and 
it is by charitable giii^' thdt We prepare the way 
fbr : spiritual bfenefitsl 11 St. Vincent de Paul often 
recommended tiqt to try -th& latter 1 " until the 
former had been freely besto Now, the 

poor are of either sex. ^s 'the Society of Char- 
ity is chiefly composed of young men, they should 
never forget' that their mission is not to such of 
the other sex as are young, lest they should meet 
with their own destruction, whilst desiring to 
prpmote the salvation of bthers ; moreover, it is 
necessary to shun even the appearance of evil, 
and all which might scandalize the weak. 

3. Love of our neighbor, arid zeal for the sal* 
vation of souls.— Thti is : the very essence of the 
Conference of CharityJ lie,wh6 is not animated 
by this twofold seti^ the Chris- 

tian forms but on£ feeling, should riot become a 
member. We mu^ ii&v&r inurriiar at the labors, 
the fatigues, ti6v eyen 'at thfe Vepulses to which the 
ekerbise of ch^ We expose 

ptirselves to all' tJfe&ei things \iri associating for 
the service of our neighbor. Neither should 
we regret itie pGctimarf sadrificeis "thatwei may 
make to our vfotfk, e^te^iri^buiyelves happy in 
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offering something to Jesus Christ in the persons 
of the poor, and in being a^ re- 
lief to His suffering mem ^e should make 
these sacrifices .-with an jentire absence of personal 
, feeling, "and no poor, whom we 
have adopted, should^ , b^ P r ivUpg^d than 
those adopted by others, merely because we may 
presume that we have contributed to the common 
iimdaj^e^ 

4. Qur, Piyine. M ^ras . jneek and humble 
of hear*|J " Learn of Me, because I am meek and 
humble of heart " (gt^Matt. xi, 29) • and our pat- 
ron, St.- Yincpnt^ dq Paul, prized nothing so highly 
as meekness and. humility^ which are inseparable. 
We should be kind and obliging to one another, 
and we should be equally so to the poor whom 
we visit; ^e can have no power over the mind, 
except through meekness. " Blessed are the meek, 
for th$y shall jp^sess the land" (St. M!att, y, 4). 
^e ^irit of is more par- 

ticularly necessary in giving advice, an<d in ex- 
isting; c^her^^to f fly: from. and to practice 
...^^jie., ;|; ,Wi^ouji. .gentljBiaess, .zsai ,.for the solva- 
tion of souls, is a ship without sails. 

5. 7 It ^ t% r spirit ^brother^/ love v^iich will 
insure our Society r qf C^ari^ iecpming Tben^icial 
to ite memh^s and «difyirig Jtp others. JPait^fuI 
to t^ma^im^ of v pur di^e . Master and His W 
loved discigl^ one another, ! We 
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should love one another -paw and ever, far arid 
hear, from one Conference to anothbr; from town 
to to W,. from clime to clrnie.; \-^is':love ; ; will : 
render ns able to he^ with one another's failings, 
'•" "We shall never jgive credence to an evil report 
of a brother but with sorrow ; and, when we can- 
not reject the evidence of fects^ ; even then, in or- 
der to conform ourselves to the will of Him, who 
has confided to each one the care of his neighbor, 
" To every one hath God given commandment 
concerning his neighbor^" (Ecclus. xvii, 12), then, 
in a spirit of charity, arid with all the earnestness 
of sincere friendship, we will ourselves coutisel 
bur falling or fallen brother, or cause advice 
to be conveyed to him ; we will endeavor to 
strengthen him in virtue, or raise him from his' 
fell; I? any member of the Coriference should 
become ill, his brethren will visit him, will tend* 
him if It be necessary, will ' assuage the irjcsome- 
ness of his convalescence ; if his malady be dan- 
gerous, they should take the utmost care that he; 
receive the Sacraments. In a word j the troubles 
ahd the joys of each 6f us shall be shared by all^ 
in accordance with the advice of the' apo^l^ who 
tells us to weep with those who weep, and rejoice, 
with those who rejoice. ^ 1 

The unity of the Sodety of $t. Vinpent de Paul 
will be cited as a model ; of Christian friendship; 
of a friendship stronger than death, for We wilt 
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ofteh remember in our prayers to Ood the broth- 
ers whohaveb^utafc^ 

'Ehis sentiment, which, with 6s, will make of 
all our heartshone hearty of all our souls one sout, 
-^Cor unum, et animauna 9 —vrill endear to each 
of: us our fraternal association ; we shall bless it 
for the good, however trivial, it enables us to 
perform. We shall love this brotherhood with 
tenderness, and even with a greater affection than 
any other similar work ; riot because of its excel- 
lence, or from pridej but as dutiful children love 
a poor and deformed mother more than all other 
women, however remarkable they may be for 
their riches and for their attractions. 

Some other consequences of the foregoing max* 
imi:— ■[ ■ . ' 

f Dne of the vices most opposed to charity and 
Christian humility is envy; We should avoid it, 
not only among ourselves, but also in reference 
to other Societies, whose object, like our own, is 
to succor our neighbor. We should ardently de- 
sire, and behold with pleasure, their prosperity 
and the good they accomplish ; we should rejoitee 
if fresh brethren join us, if existing societies 
should i unite themselves: to burs, since greater 
good would spring from the union ; but we should 
sfee Without ^eaibt^ our Gfiristiih friends devc* 
tjngfthemselves to other g6<Sd ;l wbrks, and other so- 
cieties doing God ? s work Mr their owii tnanner, 
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and independently of us. We should t have ; :but 
one desire,— to see every; one devote himself to 
do good, and to succor those who suffer : Quia 
tribuat nt omnia populus pmphetet? . Nay more, 
although we may he fonder : of our little associa- 
tion, we will always consider it as less excellent 
than others ; we will regard it^ as in fact , it is, 
but as a work formed nobody knows by whom, 
nor how,— born yesterday, and; which may; ;die 
to-morrow. The same spirit should everv induce 
us individually to wish the offices of the Society 
confided to others rather than to ourselves,, ; }T 

We should always remember that we are pnly 
laymen, and, for the most part, young men, with- 
out any mission to teach others. Eor this, and 
every other reason, we will pay the utmost def- 
erence to the counsels which may be given to us 
by the Society or its heads; we musty above all, 
follow with docility the • directions w hich our ec- 
clesiastical ; superiors may ! think proper to give 
us. St. Vincent de Paul wished that his; disci? 
pies should not undertake any good work without 
having first secured the assents and received: the 
benediction of the locaLpastors. ; In like manner, 
we must refer all matters appertaining to> eecle? 
siastical jurisdiction^ the director of theJSociety, 
considering^: ap:; 

effect contrary tQ ex, 
tend, to av (jertain^ degree; ^this: deference to the 
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Sisters * of Charity, oreven to laymen, who ;may 
have offices of charity to perform towards those 
whom %e also 1 desire to succor, esteeming it an 
hotior Ho l>e considered; the ^ least among, our 
brethren j and to: be no more than, servants and 
instruments of others in reference to the poor. 
Lastly, among ourselves j the younger shp jild d e- 
fer to the elder, and the newly-admitted members 
to(those who dre of longer standing* ; 
V i /We are the dispensers of the gifts of God, Who 
the: common makes 
His sun to shine upon Jail. Our love of our 
neighbor, then, should be without respect of per- 
; sons. The title, of the poor to our commiseration 
is their poverty itself. We are not to inquire 
whether they belong to any party, or. sect, in 
particular. Jesus Christ came to redeem ;and 
save all men, the Greeks as well as Jews, barba- 
rians as well as Romans. We will not discrim- 
inate, more than did He, between ■• those whom 
suffering and misery have visitedi: Nevertheless, 
St. PauV recommends to Christians to assist, in 
-the Jirst place' their brethren in th<e ;faithi, ad 
domesticos jidei. We, therefore, should testify a 
special interest ain those poor who have the hap- 
piness of being good • Christians; and who honor 
that title by the ^irtueSj the. practice of which re- 
r ligion inculcates. : j •= •.?••;._« 

< Th& ^ Christian 
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prudence, will further in diice us W banish politi- 
cal discussions forever from ohr jheetmgs, 'ad 
well general as ordinary, St. Vincent de Paul 
would hot allow %is ecclesiastics ^ven to converse 
upon those differences which arm princes against 
each other, or iapoh the inotives of rivalry which 
estrange nations. With more reason, those, who ; 
wish to be of one mind, and to exercise a minis? 
try of charity , should abstain frptn lieing inflated 
by political leanings which array parties in oppo- 
sition, and from starting, among themselves, 
those irritating questions which divide mahkiri<L 
v } Our Society is all charity : politics arfe wholly 
foreign to it. 

Another efficacious means of maintaining unit jr 
among us, and of cementing the Christian friend- 
ship of which it is the foundation 
is to present for admislibh intd /ihe Society only 
such candidate's as are worthy of the confidence 
and affection of our toothers. It might be an 
advantage for spine persons ""to participate in bur 
charitable work ; but, perhaps^ it iaaigtit not be 
an advantage for the Society to cbqiit them 
among its members, " Previously, therefore^ to 
the enrollment of ■'■any 1n^d ri into bur ranks, we 
should carefully ihquire whether he be calctilifed 
to draw closer those ties wiich bind us^ to each 
other ; whether the amenity of his disposition 
and 1 his Christian demeanor will etiBaricfc the 
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talue of the small relief "which he will be com- 
missioned to carry to tlte distrgss&l ; whether 
thie firrnness of His pharacter authorizes us to 
hope that he [ will perse verei in his generous reso- 
lutions. r " - . . 

The choice of new member is of the utmost 
importance. Defections we have already had to 
lament— others are gbing on even now: there ^ 
will be some always : — such is human weakness. 
Yet the Society will inspire some confidence, — 
will be efficient for some good, only so far as its 
members will prove, its worth by their entire con* 
duct, and particularly by their perseverance in 
the acts of charity to which they devote them- 
selves. 

Another point no less worthy of our considera- 
tion is the discretion which should accompany 
zealfor the salvation of "souls. All fervor is not 
holy or accepted of iGod. t All times are not suit- 
able for instilling hew and Christian teaching into 
the heart; We must know how to wait for God's 
own time, and to T>e patient as He is. Often we 
must wait ehtif e weelcfc ^ before We are able to in- 
culcate. With effect, veil one moral and edify ing 
maxim. Above all, we must never be impprtu : 
nate upon ihis\pq|ni 9 We are hot commissioned 
to perform the good which it is out of our power 
to effect, pn the other hand, the apparently 
trifling results of our mission ^ust n^t discourage 
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us. Perhaps the Almighty wills not that 
we ourselves should witness,, the . happy results 
which our efforts and our sacrifices may at last 
produce. Our charity would be Ie:ss meritorious, 
and might expose us to vainglory ^ if we saw it 
always crowned with success. a- 
* Christian prudence, should never abandpn us in 
the ministrations which we fi4fUkt^aids ^the 
: poor. Unfortunately * and especially v Jin large 
towns, the poor sometimes try to conceal such 
resources as they may have, ^and thus •• draw to 
themselves that sympathy and those alms which 
should be shared with others.; Therefore, with- 
out arming ourselves with a distrust which might 
be unjust towards them, we must be circumspect. 
It is not wise to rely, too implicitly upon their 
first statements. ; ; 

It will, therefore,be ; a duty to ascertain their 
real condition from the clergy, or frona those per- 
sons most able to &fford\^ 
subject. We must be provident for the poor, who 
are seldom provident for themselves. If we wish 
to become their true benefactors, we should im- 
press upon them that an existence sustained by 
the aid of charity is very precarious — we should 
induce them to exert themselves to earn their 
own livelihood — we should point out to them 
sources of employment, and we should assist 
them to obtain it. If they are sick or unable to 
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work, we should second their endeavors to obtain 
admission to - the - asylums established for the 
agedj the infirm, the sick. 

In conclusion, ^we mtist ; nev^r be ashamed of 
the smallness; of our alms. That, which is small 
in the estimation of the rich, is great in the eyes 
of those who possess nothings The smallness of 
our alms is one of the conditions of our existence. 
We have no other ordinary resources than our 
own voluntary offerings these will not be suffi- 
cient for cohsiderjable \irorksi of charity ; but pur 
tender inter^st--^our ivery manner^ will give to 
our alms a value which: they: do not possess in 
themselves.' - v 

We must nowlay down some rules, and .men- 
tion some practices we have been in the habit; of 
following; other customs will, doubtless^ be 
hereafter added-^-other rules will become neces- 
sary ; but the existing rules, and the customs in 
us^ wiUf suffice to guide our future progress; 
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GENERAL REGULATIONS. 

Article I. All Christian yomg men, who 
desire to unite in a communion of prayers and a 
participation of the same works of charity, may 
become members of the Society! of Saint Vincent 
de Paul, wherever they tnay happen to reside. 

Art. 2. No work of charity should be regarded 
as foreign to the Society, although its special 
object is to visit poor families* Thus^ its mem- 
bers are expected to embrace every opportunity 
of affording consolation to the sick and to pris- 
oners, of instructing poor, unprotected, or im- 
prisoned children, and of procuring the succors 
of religion for those, who need them, at the hour 
* of death. 

Art. 3. When . several members of the Society 
are found iri any locality, they meet to encourage 
each other in the practice of virtue. This meet- 
ing is called a Conference, the name originally 
given to the Society itself. 

Art. 4. Should several Conferences be formed 
in the same town, each takes the name of the 
parish where its members meet^and the several 
Conferences are united by a Particular Council, 
which takes the name of the town itself. 

Art. 5. All the Conferences of the Society are 
united by a Council-General. 
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CHAPTER I. 

TSE CONFERENCES. 

Artiqle 6. The Conferences, meet upon such 
days and at such hours as* they themselves may 
-appoint. -• y • • 

Art. 7. The Conferences: should endeavor to 
carry on a correspondence with each other for 
their mutual edification and support,— and that 
they may be able, whenever necessary, to recom- 
mend to the kind offices of each other, either the 
members themselves of . the Society,- or other 
young men j or the poor families who change their 
places oif abode. — >r 



§ 1. Organization of Conferences. 

Art. 8. The business of each Conference is ad? 
ministered by a President, a Spiritual Director, 
one or more Vice-Presidents, a Secretary, and a 
Treasurer, who constitute the Council of the 
Conference.. There may be , also in each Confer- 
ence, if necessary, a Librarian, a Keeper of the 
Clothes-Room, or other officers. 

Art. 9. The President is elected- by the Con- 
ference. The other officers are appointed by the 
* President,, with the advice of his Councils How- 
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ever, as is said farther on, in the town where 
there is a Council of Direction, the Presidents 
and Vice-Presidents of th6 Conferences, as Veil 
as the other members Who coinpose it, * are 
appointed by the President of the Council. 
The Spiritual Director is. always appointed by 
the Bishop or Archbishop of the Diocese. 

Art; 10. The President -directs the business of 
the Conference, rebel Ves aiid submits propbsitiohs, 
calls' meetings; if necessary, arid watchies overthe 
execution of the rules and the decisions of the 
Society. ' In case of absence, heiritrusts his duties 
to a Vice-President. "v' ; '■ ' 

Art. 11. The Secretary prepares the minutes 
of the meetings. He keeps a registry of the 
names, professions, and residences of th£ mem- 
bers, of the dates of their admission, and the 
names of those by whom they were proposed. 
He keeps an exact account of all the families 
visited. He makes diligent inquiry concerning 
those recommended 4or relief^ so T thiit the Cbriffir- 
ence may not, if possible; visit; any fom^ 
is not worthy of its sympathy ^aind support; - He 
notes ainy changes that occur in the families vis- 
it^ , or in therm ^ 

Art. 12. The Treasurer r 'h& : the 1 <*at*e df the 
fiiihds^ aitid takes at each^eeiing ah exact accdunt 
Of the receipts ind disl^f semehts. r r 

Art. 13; The Librarian collects instructive 

Vinntc s\(\i\r\tx*c\ tn fr.1i a nannnifv nf* frhA nor anna tp. 
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lieved by the Conference, and keeps an account 
of all books lent or bestowed; 

Art. 14. The Keeper of the Wardrobe collects 
the clothes for the poorj and keeps a regular ac- 
count of them. 

§ £ Otder of the Meetings. 

Art. 15. The Spiritual Director, or, in his ab- 
sence, the President, opens each, meeting with the 
prayer Yeni Sancte SpirituSj followed by the 
JPrayer y with the Ave Maria, and Invocation of 
St, Vincent de Paul. A, portion of some pious 
book selected by the Spiritual Director or' Presi- 
dent is then read* Each member is called upon 
in turn to perform this duty; The duty of prayer 
and pious reading should be discharged with the 
most serious attention ; the spiritual good of the 
. members being as much the object of the Society 
as the relief of the poor. 

Art. 1£. The Secretary reads the minutes of 
the preceding Mmeetiiig. Each member is at lib- 
erty to make o]^q^ 

? Art.17* If j thjere: be occasion, the President 
announces the admission of: candidates proposed 
at the preceding; meeting, and 
posers to inform them . of it. ■ 

Art* lflL The President then announces the 
names of new candidates, should Any such have 
been presented. Members, who have any obser- 
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vations to. make in relation^ to r the -candidates- 
communicate such in writings or verbally, to the ] 
President, in the interval between the meeting at 
which the names are announced arid that which, 
follows next after. If no observatiqns have been 
made, the admission of the member proposed 
takes place at the latter meeting. ' Each member 
should be careful not to introduce into -the Soci- 
ety any one who will not edify his fellow mem- 
bers, or be edified by them, and who will not. en- 
deavor to love his colleagues and the poor as 
brothers. , . 

Art. 19. The Treasurer announces the state of 
the funds and the amount of the < collection made 
at the close of the preceding meeting, so that each 
member may proportion his demands, for relief 
to the resources of the Conference. 

Art. 20. Tickets available for. relief in kind, 
and which vary according, to the requirements of 
the poor, are then distributed. Each member is 
called upon in his turn by the President, ^nd 
mentions aloud what he applies for, and.for'how 
many families. He gives/ when called upon to 
do»so, detailed information; about those fkmilies f 
.The relief should be punctually given to tiiQ poor, 
at their residences, before the next meeting. 
But the members -administering it may use their 
own discretion,: both as to, the precise time, num? 
ber and - manner of their charitable visits,, . and 
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also as to the best means of introducing into 
those families the love of religion and the prac- 
tice of their duties. Should a member ask for 
any rules to guide his conduct", or for advice in 
difficult cases,.; he is heard with attention and 
kindness, and receives from the President an cl- 
ever y other member such replies as their expe- 
rience and charity suggest.. 

Art. 2lJ If relief in money, clothes, or books^ 
be applied for, the grounds of such application 
should ; be fully; explained, arid the Conference 
votes. Should the case of distress be such that 
a grant < of money is indispensable, and that relief 
in kind wiE not answer instead, the members re- 
ceiving the money must take special care to watch 
diligently over the use made thereof. * 

Art. 22. After the allocation of the different 
sorts of relief, the* members deliberate on the 
disposal of any situations they may be able to 
procure for the poor, on the plans for the relief 
of the distressed, and on the families to be visited 
by new members^ or by those who wish to visit 
more; ; ; No family Jean be adrnitted on the relief 
roll of th e Society ,w i thout a previous statement 
of its wants, made either by the Secretary, or by 
such other member as may have been appointed 
by the President to collect information. Before 
the Conference decides, every member has full 
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liberty to make any remarks upon the case he 
may think useful. 

Art, 23. Members leaving for a time, or for- 
ever, the place where the Conference is, give no- 
tice to the President, who confides to others the 
duties with which such members were charged. 

Art. 24. The Conference then considers any 
observations that may be made with a view to 
its interests, its increase, and the best use of its 
funds. 

Art. 25. At the close ? of the meeting, and be- 
fore the prayer, the Treasurer makes the collec- 
tion, to which each member contributes an offer- 
ing proportioned to his means, but always in se- 
cret. Those, who cannot spare time for the serv- 
ice of the poor, try to increase the amount of 
their pecuniary contributions. The collection is 
intended for the use 6f the families visited, but 
the members should not neglect any other means 
that may present themselves o£ increasing the 
funds of the Conference. 

Art. 26. The meeting; clqses with the Prayer 
to Saint Vincent de Paul, and the prayers Pro 
benefactoriSits, ^iid Sub t^ 
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CHAPTEE II, 

PAkTICULAB COUNCILS. 

Article 27. The Particular Council of & town 
is composed of a ; President, a Spiritual Director, 
Vice-President, Secretary, and Treasurer, of all 
the Presidents, Spiritual Directors, and Vice- 
Presidents of the Conferences of the town, and 
of the Presidents, Spiritual Directors, and Vice- 
Presidents of Special Works in which all are in- 
terested. 

Art. 28. The Particular Council is charged 
with those works and important measures which 
interest all the Conferences of the town. 

Art. 29. It decides on the allocation of the 
common fund. This fond is maintained by all 
donations not made expressly, to any pf the Con- 
ferences ; ". collections made at the general meet- 
ings of the town, and t>y the contributions which 
the Presidents bring to the Council in^he name 
of their respective. Conferences. This fond is in- 
tended to meet the expenses of the Special Works 
of the town, and to sustain the poorer Confer- 
ences. 

Art. 30. The President, Spiritual Director, 
Vice-President, Secretary, and Treasurer, consti- 
tute the ordinary Council, to which belongs the 
direction of the ordinary business. : 
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Art. 31. The President is appointed by the 
Council, with; the advice of the iC/Qnferences. On 
the first occasion he is appointed by the united 
Conferences;; The President appoints the Presi- 
dents and the Vice-I?r^side>itS[:of Conferences and 
of Special Works, as well as the, YicerPresident, 
the Secretary, and the Treasurer, of -the Particu- 
lar Council, taking; the advice of his Council upon 
all those appointments. , : .>:.:,.:•, 

ArTo 32. The President of the Particular Coun- 
cil directs its proceedings, receives and submits 
propositions, and calls meetings when necessary ♦ 
He presides at the general meetings of the district. 

Art. 33, The Secretary prepares, the minutes 
of the meetings of the Council. He keeps a reg- 
ister of the names, Christian names, professions, 
and residenceis of the members of all the Confer- 
. ences of the tov^ri, : with-the dates of their admis- 
sion, and the names of ; their proposers* He also 
registers the native places of 'those who have not 
a fixed domicile in the town. . :■> 

,mon fund of the^own-^.v^ ■ : ; 

Art. 35. The Conferences - are . represented in 
the Particular Council by their Presidents and 
Yice-Presidents. ? The Presidents,. Spiritual Di- 
rectors and Vice-Presidents of ^Special Works ap- 
pear thers, : to ^atch ? over the interests of those 
works. Each paakes report wfeen idvited to do 
so by the President of the Council. 
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CHAPTER III. 

THE COUNCIL-GENERAL. 

Article 36. The Council- General is composed 
of a President, Vice-President, Secretary, Treas* 
urer, and of several Councillors. 

AuRT. 37. The Council-General is the bond of 
all the Conferences — it maintains the unity of the 
Society ; it labors for whatever can promote its 
prosperity. In this respect it adopts the course 
which it judges most useful. 

Art. 38. It decides upon the allocation of the 
central fund. This fund is maintained by dona- 
tions made to the Society, by collections made at 
the general meetings of the Society, and by con- 
tributions from the Conferences and Councils to- 
wards the general expenses of the Society. 

Art. 39. The members of the Council-General 
are nominated by the President, with the advice 
of the Council. 

Art. 40. When a President-General of the So- 
ciety is to be nominated, the Council-General is 
convened by the Vice-President. This meeting 
is preparatory, its sole business being to deliber- 
ate as to -the person who may be considered eli- 
gible for the office. If the- former President be 
living, he, is requested to designate some person 
whom he thinks it would be proper to select. 
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When the Council has deliberated upon one 
or more names^ it adjourns for two months. In 
the interval, the proceedings of this preparatory 
meeting are made known to the Presidents of 
the Particular Councils, who consult their col- 
leagues, and to the Presidents of the Conferences, 
who consult their respective Councils, or even 
the Conferences over which they preside ; all the 
Presidents transmit their opinions to the Coun- 
cil-General, and, according to those opinions the 
Council-Greneral makes the election ; an exact 
minute of which is recorded. While the elec- 
tion is pending, all the members of the Society 
offer up, either in private or in their meetings, as 
a special prayer to God, the Veni Creator , that 
His Spirit may enlighten them in the choice they 
are about to make. 

Art. 41. The President-General convokes ex- 
traordinary meetings, and presides both in the 
Council-General and in all general meetings. 

Art. 42. The Secretary -General keeps a reg- 
ister of the names, Christian names^ professions, 
residences, and dates of admission of the mem- 
bers ; also of the officers of the Councils or Con- 
ferences, and of the places, days, and hours of 
their meetings. He prepares the minutes of the 
meetings of the Council-General, and of general 
meetings. He draws up ah annual report on the 
state of the works of the Society. He is charged 
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with the general cKwrespondence with the Presi- 
dents or Secretaries of the several Councils or Con- 
ferences, He keeps the archives of the Society, 

Art. 43. The Treasurer-General has charge ol 
the funds. He keeps a regular account of the 
receipts and disbursements; and submits his ac- 
counts to the Council-General. 

Art. 44 If the President-General himself can- 
not preside at the Council of Paris, he appoints a 
member of the Council-General to do so. He, 
also, on the recommendation of the Secretary- 
General, appoints several members of the Coun- 
cil-General to the office of Vice-Secretaries. 

CHAPTER IV. 

GENERAL MEETINGS. 

Article 45. General meetings are held every 
year, on the 8th of December, the feast of the 
Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin ; 
on the first Sunday of Lent ; on the Snnday of 
the Good>Shepherd ; (the anniversary of the trans- 
lation of the relics of Saint Vincent de Paul) ; * 
and on the 19 th of July, the feast of our patron 



* Which is the second Sunday after Easter. 
1^* This arid all other foot notes are made by the* 
Superior Council of New York. 
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Saint. The President is empowered, moreover, 
to call extraordinary general meetings. 

Art 46. The general meetings, like the Con- 
ferences, open with prayer and pious reading. 

Art. 47. The Secretary, having first read the 
minutes of the preceding meeting, calls aloud tne 
members admitted into the different Conferences ? 
since the last general meeting, and whose names 
have been remitted to him for this purpose by 
the different Presidents. Those members rise — 
the Secretary presents them to the Society and 
to the President, who addresses them in a few 
words. 

Art. 48. The Presidents of Conferences report 
on the state of their Conferences. A summary 
abstract of each report, containing the changes of 
members and of poor families, the total receipts, 
with the amount and items of the expenditure, is 
deposited in the hands of the Secretary. 

Art. 49. The Secretary then reads letters from| 
those Conferences which have not been able to 
send a representative to the meeting. He also 
reads extracts of any other letters which may in- 
terest the Society. 

Art. 50. The President then announces the 
measures taken by the Council of Direction for 
the good of the Society, and, if necessary, solicits 
the advice of the meeting. 

Art. 51. The President, or any member of 
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the Society invited by him, addresses the meeting 
in a few words of Christian and charitable exhor- 
tation. The Society -considers itself fortunate 
when = persons eminent for their character, their 
virtue, and their knowledge, are good enough to 
be present upon the invitation of the President 
at the general meeting, and to close it with some 
edifying remarks. 

Art; 52. After the collection and usual pray- 
ers, the meeting closes. 

CHAPTER V. 

THE DIFFERENT MEMBERS OF THE SOCIETY. 

Article 53. Besides its active members, the 
Society has corresponding members, honorary 
members, and subscribers. 

Art. 54, A member, -changing his residence 
and going to a place where there is no Conference 
of Saint Yincent de Paul, does not thereby cease 
to belong to the Society ; — he becomes a corre- 
sponding member he puts himself in communi- 
cation with the Conference or Conferences of the 
town of his diocese nearest to his residence, and 
corresponds with the Secretary of the Council or 
of the Conference of that town. Should there be 
no Conference in his diocese, he corresponds with 
the Secretary-General. He receives, ^very year, 
2 
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a report on the works of the Society , and main- 
tains with it a communion both of prayers and 
good works, by doing whatever works of charity 
he can, and by advancing the interests of the 
Society whenever he has an opportunity. ' 

Art. 55. Honorary members do not assist at 
the ordinary meetings of the Conferences. They 
are invited, like the ordinary viriembers^ to all 
other meetings/ They are to send every year a 
special offering to the Treasurer of the Council or 
Conference of their town. The forms of admis- 
sion are the same for ordinary and honorary 
members; when several Conferences are estab- 
lished in a town, honorary members are admitted 
by the Particular Council. 

Art. 56. Every Conference may have, more- 
over, simple subscribers — they are not members 
of the Society, but are; entitled, as benefactors, to 
its prayers, - 

* CHAPTER VI. - 

i THE FESTIVALS OF THE SOCIETY. 

Article 57. The Society celebrates the Feast 
of the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed 
Virgin, and the Feast pf St. Vincent de Paul* its 
Patron.* The Conferences assist in a body at 



*July 19th. 
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mass, on the 8th of December and 19th of July, 
and also on the anniversary of the translation of 
the relics of St. Vincent de Paul.* On these days 
the members pray for > the prosperity of the 
Catholic Church, for the increase of charity 
among men, and to draw down the blessings 
of God on, the work in which they are associated. 
Should any member be absent from the locality, 
or other wis e prevented from attending, he assists 
in spirit, at least, with his brethren, and prays for 
them as they pray for him.f 

Art. 58. The day after the general meeting in 
Lent, J all the members of the Society assist in a 
body at the Requiem Mass, which is offered in 
the town for the repose of the souls of the de- 
ceased membeirs of the Society. 

OBSERVATION. 

Art. 59. None of the preceding rules impose 
an obligation of conscience, but the Society relies 
for their fulfillment on the zeal of its members, 
and their love of God and of their neighbor. 



It is by following the above rules, which down 
to the present moment were mere customs, that 

* Which is the second Sunday after Easter, 
t See explanatory note to this rate, page 141. 
X Which has been changed to the first Sunday in Lent. 
See Brief of Pope Pius IX, Sept. 13th, 1S59. 
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the young Christian associates of the Society of 
St. Vincent de Piul, have hitherto endeavored to 
attain the double end :— • - ' - - 

Of learning to knotv and love each -other ; 

Of learning to knbw, love, atnd 1 sferve the poor 
of Jesus Christ. > ; ,/ 1 . 

The establishment- of separate Conferences hast 
not proved an obstacle to the accomplishment of 
this double erid : Christian intimacy has^ - grown 
even stronger between the' members of the same 
section, than was possible betweeiv the members 
of the whole Society: There is fid solitude like 
that of a crowd, and Targe assemble are very 
like the multitude we see passing and bustling 
along, but which excites no interest in our breast, 
nor feels any for us. Besides, from time to time 
we correspond with distant Conferences. Those 
belonging to the same town meet together ; and 
such meetings and letters make our ties the 
stronger. Neither is distance nor any other ob- 
stacle insurmountable for friendship, grounded 
upon community of prayer and charitable deeds. 

Be of good courage, therefore ; whether to- 
gether or separate, far or near, let us love each 
other, let us love and serve the poor. Let us 
love that little Society which made us known to 
one another, which "placed us in the path of a 
more Christian and charitable life. Let us love 
our customs, our rules : by adhering strictly 
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to them, we sh&U he most , certainly kept in the 
true path, as they will keep up our work. "A 
great deal of evil is done/- said a holy priest to 
another charitable association ; " let us do a little 
good."* Oh! how delightful it will he one day 
to find that we have not allowed the days of our 
youth to glide away uselessly ! Youth is a field 
that requires a reaper. Let us not run through 
it in haste, and without regard to futurity j let us 
Jook around us, let us carefully glean every one 
of the ears that lie at our feet; let us do a little 
good, for that good is a sheaf of provision for 
life ; — that good will be fruitful for us in the 
eyes of the Lord. 



For "Regulations for the Upper Councils" see page 
144. 
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A± th$ Opening, qf the ^Meeting. 

In. the name of the Father^ and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Ghost. Anaen. 

Come, O Holy Ghost, fi^ Thy 
faithful, and - enMndle in them the ■■ fire of 
Thy love. '"' \' ' 7Z^u^ 

Y. Send forth Thy Spirit, and our hearts 
shall he regenerated : ' L 

B. And Thott shalt reneW th^fafcfe of the 
Earth. 

I*ET TJ§ PRAT. 

O God, Who, through the light of the Holy 
Ghost, didst instruct the hearts of the faith- 
ful, grant that hy the game Spirit we may 
he truly wise, and ever enjcky ffis. consola- 
tion, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen, 

Hail Mcury y &c. , . 

Y. Sacred heart of : Jesus,,> r , • - 

B. Have mercy on us. - • ; ; ■ 

Y. Queen conceiyed without s^ 

B. Pray for us. r 

Y. St. Yincent de Paul, v ^ 

B. Pray for us. 
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(From the Jiariiial, pages 124 to 128.) 

.... _ #k 

y In nomine Patns, et Filii, et Sprritos 
Sancti. _ Ameti. x • -' 

Vein, ^ancte Spiritds : [ " ' 

in eis ignem accende. 
T. Einitte Spiritnm tuiim ? et ci^aBtmttir : 
Kv Et renqyabis f aciem teme. ■ 

OREMXTS* .- 

Bens, qui corda fidelium Saricti SpMttrs 
' illustratione docuisti, da nobis : ict eodem 
Spiritu recta sapere, et de ejns semper con- 
solatione gaudere, pier Christiun Dominum 
nostrnm. Ameii. ' 

Ave Mdria y etc. V ; 

Y. Cor Jesu sa<MtissiiMnii ! 

E. Miserere nobis, : - a 1 10 

V. Regina sine lstbd bbncepta, 

R % Ora pro nobis. 
- V. Sancte Vincenti ^Patilo^ 5 ' 

R. Ora pro nobis. 
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The Closing Prayers. 
In the name, etc. 
Y. St. Vincent de Paxil, 
R. Pray for us. 

LET US PKAY. 

Most gracious Jesus, Who didst raise up 
blessed Yincent for. an apostle of Thy most 
ardent charity in the Church, pour forth up- 
on Thy servants that same fervor of charity^ 
that, for the love of Thee, they may with a 
most ready heart bestow their goods upon 
the poor, and spend themselves for their 
souls : Who with God the Father livest and 
reignest in the unity of the Holy Grhost, 
world without end. ; . 

R, Amen. 

FOE BENEFACTORS, 

Youehsafe, we beseech Thee, Thy ^ace to 
the benefactors of the poor, most tender 
Jesus, Who hast promised a hundredfold 
and a Heavenly kingdom to those that do 
works of mercy in Thy name. 

R. Amen. 

We fly to tihy patronage, <) holy Mother 
of Grod : despise not our petitions in our ne- 
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The Closing Prayers* 

In nomine Patris, etc. 

V. Sancte Yincenti a Paulo, v 

R. Ora pro nobis. 



OREMU8. 

Clementissime Jesu, qui Beatum Yineen- 
tium ftagrantissimae charitatis tuae apostolum 
. in Ecclesia suscitasti^ eflhinde super f amulos 
tuos eumdem charitatis ardorem, ut amore, 
tuo libentissime in pauperes impendant sua, 
et seipsos super impendant, qui cum Deo 
Patre vivis et regnas in unitate Spiritus 
Sancti Deus, per omnia saecula saeculorum. 

R. Amen. 



FRO BENEFACTORIBUS. 

Benefactoribus pauperum gratiam largiri 
dignare, piissime Jesu, qui imperituris mis- 
ericordiam in nomine tuo centuplum reg- 
numque cdeleste promisisti. 

R. Amen. 

Sub tuum praesidium confuginius, sancta 
Dei (remtrix: nostras deprecationes ne des- 
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cessities, but deliver m; fr^ dangers, 
ever glorious and ^ 

It. Amen. ( " ; y . : - 

And may the souls of jhe f ait^^throwgli 
the mercy of Crpd, rest in peace. / 

E. Amen. : 

In the name, etc. 

A PB AYEB TJBED BY THE MiMBERS OF THE BB0TH- 
EBHOOD OF ST. TINCENT BE PATJt. ' ' 

¥e thank thee, O Lord ! for the graces 
and blessings whifch ; Thou hast been hitherto 
'pleased to bestow upon the Society of St. 
Yincent de Paxil. 

We still ask of Thee to grant us these same 
blessings for this dear Society, for its several 
Conferences, and in particular for the Con- 
ference of which we are members. Grant 
that our society may be fortified, extended, j 
and perpetuated, through its primitive spirit 
of piety, simplicity^ and /brotherly imipn, in 
order that its imdertakings, being fully di- 
* nested of aU eaithly interest, m^y become 
daily more fruitful fOT,Heayen. ... .. . 

Thou knowest, Q Lord ! the spiritual and 
temporal misery of the? families we endeavor 
to assist ; Thou Ipowest likewise oxx ; ow$ ; 
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picias in necessitatibns ; sed £ perieulk fcniic- 
tis libera nos semper, Yirgo gloriosa et: bene? 
dicta, ' < 

, H; inieii; ; : -' - • • ■ ^ ~ ; ; 

Et MeUnm animse per misericordiam Dei 
Tequiescant in pace. 

: R. Amen. - r -■ ■ ■ r ■ 

In nomine Patris, etc. 

A PRAYER TJSED BY THE MEMBERS OF TftE BBblH* 
EjREtOOD OF ST^ VIKCENT DE PAtJi^ 

Gratias agimus tibi, Dpmihe^ qui Sbcie* 
tat^tn Salnbti Vincentii a Panlo tot ac tantis 
iiacientis e b^ cumulare dignaetui 

es. - • = r-\^".' : - : • 

Hanc igifar nobis - dite^ Sbcie* 
tatem precamur nsqne respicias, sed et singd- 
las ilMs pa^s^^^ 

mur. Eac, qiisesnmns, lit propagetdr iibiqtie 
et in perpetnum confirmetur, Tigente sem- 
per edde>m, qui f uit ab initio, pietatis, sim- 
plicitatis ef fraternse dilectionis difectu^ ita 
nt illius opera, ab omni prorsns terrestri 
fcenore et cupiditate libera, magis ac magis 
in Ccelum feciradentur. 

Scis ipse^ Bomine, qnam mnltis indigeant 
turn spuitualibns, turn temporaHbus, bonis 
f atriilise panpefum, quibus pro parte, exigua 
nimis opitulamur. Scis et qnam mnltis ipsi 
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be pleased ta 4 have pity on all, and let all 
experience the effects of Thy infinite mercy. 

We beseech Thee, in particular, O G-od! 
to help those among our brethren who are 
undergoing sundry trials ; let them never' 
want that strength, that light, that peace and 
hope which come from Thee; let their trials 
and our own, which alike proceed from Thee, 
be supported with patience and resignation^ 
so as to. be agreeable to Thy eyes and replete 
with fruits of salvation. 

Lastly, O Lord 1 we entreat Thee, through 
the merits of our Lord Jesus Christy and 
the special intercession of the Immaculate^ 
Blessed Mary, and of our holy patron, to 
give one day a place in Thy kingdom to the 
families of our poor, to our brethren, and to 
ourselves. 

R. Amen. 



PRAYERS* 



indigeamus. Miserere nostri,Domine v et in- 
finitam misericordiam tuam omnes pariter 
sentiamus* • 

Nostris qnoque f ratribus qui eodem nobis 
; ^onjungunttir sodalities, si qiii variis imnc 
bremuntur angustiis, subveni, piissime Deus. 
Infunde illis fortitudinem, prudentiam, pa- 
cem et fiduciam quae a te sunt. Nostra et 
iUorum aerumnsa patienter pro Gbrigto tol- 
eratae, tibi sint accepts© et in salxtfem fructi- 
ficent. 

Fusis tandem precibns, te Doming 7 per 
merita Domini riostri Jesu Christ^ special- 
emque beatae Maiiae Immacnlatae et sancti 
Vincentii- intercessionem deprecamnr, nt 
solutis nostras mortalitatis vinculis, omnes 
nobis propinqnitate seu necessitudine de- 
vinctos, panperes nobis commissos y carissi- 
mosque sodales, regni tui nobiscum facias 
esse participes. 

E. Amen. 



PRATIES. 



Come, O Creator Spirit ! r , 

Visit this soul of T^^ 
This heart of Thy. crea%og f 

Fill Thou with grace dmiie^ a 

"Who Paraclete art calPd, # 
The^ft of God afeoye, T 

Pure TJnction 1 holy Fire, 
And. Fount, of lif e ;a^d lxxv& i 

Finger of God's right hand, ' 
The Fathers promise true, -. 

Who sieronfolfiL ^fts.bestoM^t^f 
Wh6 do£t 4ihe tongue endow; 

Pour love into pur hearts ; 

Our senses touch with light ; 
Make strong our h^ 

With Thy ^upernpl mights • 

Cast far our deadly foe; 

So, Thee before u^ leading^. 
May we escape each ill. ; 

The Father, and the Son^ . 

Through Thee may we receive ; 
In Thee, from Both proceedingj 

Through endless time believe* 

Praise to the Father ibe ; . . r . 

Praise to the Son wKo rose ; 
And praise to Thee, ble6t Spirit> 

While age on ages flows. Amen. 



PRATERS. 

Mentes tubrum yi&ita. ; 

Qasd Tu creasti pectora. 

Qui dieeris Pai^6litQij J 
Altissi^ Donum Bei; v 
Ferns ^yus, Ignis^ Gharftas, t 
Et ffpiritalis TJnctio. - - 

Tu septif ormis munerd, V 

P^itti^l^aitemag dexterse^;^ v 

Tu rite promissum Patris, - 
Sermone ditans ^ftum 

Accend^ lurtteu sensibus, ; 
IidEuride amorem cordibtfe, 
IMrmai nostri corporis 
Virtfrte firmaiiS pe^eti; 

Hostem repellas longius, 
Pacemque dones protinus ; 
DucitPre sic Td pravio ; 
" Vitenius omiife iibStoriii ^ ~ 

Per Te sciamus da Patrem^ ... 
Koscarirris atoiie FSram- : - 
Teque utriusque! Spirta ^ 
Credamus-omnr ! 

: Deo Patrf sfk %fon^ c * ;z: 
Et PiKo^qui A ii^uM 
Surrexit, ac jP^cratcKtbi 7 : ; ; ;1 
In saeculorum ssecula. Amen. 



48 PRATERS. 

Out of the depths i have cried to Thee, O 
Lord: Lord, hear my voice. 

Let Thine ears hearken : to the voice of 
my supplication. ^ 

If Thou, Lord, shalt mark our iniqui- 
ties : O Lord, who can abide it ? 

For with Thee there is mercy: and by 
reason of Thy law I have waited on Thee, 
O Lord, 

My soul hath waited on His word : my 
soul hath hoped in the Lord. 

From the morning watch even unto night : 
let Israel hope in the Lord. 

For with the Lord there is mercy : and 
with Him plenteous redemption. 

And He shall redeem Israel : from all his 
iniquities. 

Y. Eternal rest give to them, Lord, 

B. And let perpetual light shine upon 
them. 

V. May they rest in peace. 
E. Amen. 

V. Lord hear my prayer, 

R. And let my cry come unto Thee. 

V. The Lord be with. jou r 

B. And with Thy spirit. 



PBrliYBBS; 



JPsalm exsix. 

De profundis clainavi ad te, Domine: 
Domine, exaudi vocem tneam. 

Fiant auies tuse intendentes : in vocemde- 
precationis mese. 

Si iniquitates obsefvaveris, Domine: Do* 
mine, quis siistinebit? 

Quia apud te propitiatio est : et propter* 
legem tuam sustinui te, Domine. : 

Sustinuit anima mea in verbo ejus : spe- 
ravit anima mea iii Domino. 

A custodia matutina usque ad noctem: 
speret Israel in Doiriino. 

Quia apud Dominum misericordia : et 
copiosa apud eum redemptio. 

Et ipse redimet Israel: ex omnibus ini- 
quitatibus ejus. 

V. Eequiem seternam dona eis, Domine, 

E. Et lux perpetua luceat eis. 

V, Eequiescant in pace. 

E. Amen. 

V. Domine, exaudi orationem meam, 
E. Et clamor tiieus ad te veniat. 
V. Dominus vbbis cum, 
E. Et cum spiritu tiio. 



PRAYERS^ 



c iiet tis^pray. 
e c Gk)fd, the <^^ra^ 
the faithful ; grant 4a the eOtik of Th^ sef? 
yants and- Hiy c hanx^^ 
mission of all their sins, that* through the 
^erout prayers of Thy Ohurch on earthy they 
may obtain th^ remi^ 
they ham ever desired. Who livest and 
reignest world without end* : ■ ; : ;^ : : ; 

B. Amen. ■ . ^y. ^V'-:'v ^ V- . 
" Y. May they rest in peace. ~ - - . 

R. Amen. 



The translations, which 1 are not given in full in the 
Manual, are from the Bales and Notes as heretofore pub- 
lished. 



<i.v_... beaters* z •: -SI 

V Fidel^iom Dpiis oniTnnTn, conditor et re- 
demptor, animabns famulpram f aiimlarTt^ 
que trilme 
peccatorum: ut indulgentiam, quam sem- 
per optaverjmt, piis supplicationibTis copse- 
quanta*. Qui yiyis et^regnas in sseeula sse- 

R. Amen. ■ 
V. Eequiescant in pace. 
: B. Amen. f.f :c^\ • • 



5$ BRIEFS OF THE KOMAN PONTIFFS. 

\ 

BRIEFS OF THE ROMAN PONTIFFS, 

(From the Manual, pages 129 to 149.) 

THE BRIEF OF HIS HOLINESS EOPE GREGORY XVI, TO THE 
COUNCIL GENERAL OF THE SOCIETY: OF SAINT VINCENT DE 
■PAUL. . 

GREGORY XVI, POPE. ! 
For the perpetual remembrance of the thing. 

It becometh the Roman Pontiff to enrich, in a special 
manner, with the heavenly treasures of the Church, those 
pious Societies that labor with alT care and zeal in the 
performance of works of Christian charity. Wherefore, 
having been earnestly solicited by the President and 
Council-General of the Society of Saint Yin cent de Paul/ 
which was originally established in Paris, to grant to 
that Society some indulgences, as well plenary as partial, 
We have thought fit that their pious supplication, should 
be freely acceded to. 

Wherefore, We mercifully grant, in the Lord, a plen- 
ary indulgence to all and every the members, whether 
attached to the now instituted Council-General at Paris, 
of the said Society, or to Particular Councils of Paris and 
other cities, who, beiijg truly penitent, shall have con- 
fessed their sins and received Holy Communion, pro- 
vided that they shall have been present at all, or at three 
out of the four meetings of the Council which are holden 
in the month. 

Further, to all active members, as they are termed, of 
the Society itself, and also the members of the Councils, 
and others of whom mention has been above made, who 
may have previously obtained the aforesaid indulgence, 
We in like manner grant a plenary indulgence, provided 
that they shaU have been present at all, or at three out 
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Of the four meetings or conferences holden in the month, 
and that being truly penitent, and having confessed their 
sins, they shall have received the Most Holy Sacrament 
of the Eucharist. Moreover, We likewise grant the same 
plenary indulgence, to be gained by all persons to be ad- 
mitted into the aforesaid Society on that day, on which, 
being in like manner truly penitent, and having confessed 
their sins, and having - received Holy Communion, 
they shall have been received into the different active 
grades of aspirant member, ordinary member, member 
of a Particular Council, or of the Council- General . More- 
Over, We likewise grant a plenary indulgence to all mem* 
hers, as well active as honorary, of the said Society, who, 
on the feasts of the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed 
' Virgin Mary, and of Saint Vincent de Paul, and on the 
second Sunday after E&ster, which is the anniversary of 
the translation of the relics of the same Saint Vincent ; 
as also on the Monday after the first Sunday of Lent, be- 
ing truly penitent and having confessed their sins, shall 
have received Holy Communion at the Mass which 
is celebrated on those aforesaid days for the Society, and 
shall have been present at the general meeting which is 
holden at those seasons. And also, in like manner, We 
grant a plenary indulgence to all the members and bene- 
factors of the Society, who, - at the hour of death, being 
truly penitent, and having confessed their sins, or if un- 
able to do so, being at least contrite, shall have devoutly 
invoked the name Jesus, with their Hps, if able, but if 
not, with their heart, and vsrith a patient and ready spirit 
shall have received death from the hand of the Lord as 
the wages of sin. Moreover, We remit, according to the 
usual form of the Church, seven years, and as many 
quarantines, of the penances enjoined on them, or other- 
wise in any way due by them, to all active members of 
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the same; Society; as -often as, at least with, a contrite 
heart, they shall have visited any Conference, any- poor 
iamily, or the schools and workshops of the poor, or shall 
have performed any other good work, according to the 
spirit of the -said Society; whiclf partial; indulgencex the 
aciave members of the aforesaid ; Society can • each gain, 
as i often *&s with[ a ; contrite^eart^ey shall attend at /the 
Holy Sacrifice of the Mass offered up for the soul . of any 
member, and as often as they shall have accompanied 
the bodies of poor persons taecclesiastical sepulture, All 
and singular , llies^ relaxations of pen- 

ances We allow to be applicable, by way of suffrage, fy) 
the souls of the faithful of Chrisfe^ybp ^allhave de- 
.parted life united in charity with God. !Finally > by tfee 
<same, Our Apostolic Authority^ "We give and grant all ftt*d 
each of the aforesaid indulgences '■■ to all - other .Councils 
rand Conferences of the same Society,] whicb, r with, the ap* 
-probation of the Council-Goneral, are instituted,, whether 
by the Council General itself or,; by the - Particular Coun- 
cils of cities or of provinces, already instituted by the 
- Council-General ; also toi members who, .live in places 
wherein a Conference is not yet ;esj^blisbed, v if in such 
•places they shall have,perfDrmed,;>siar^ as they are ; able, 
-the usual works,; and shall have /CompUed wj.th the other 
: conditions already ?prescri^edrr Our - yule, and t the ruje 
-of the Apostolical Chancer^ of not granting indulgences 
^id instdr f -md the other ApostoUcal,CQmt|tutiqns and or- 
iflinances; and all other: things to tjije gpntjpary hereof, 
-notwithstanding;: ,y, And We also .wish tnat ^ transcripts or 
i«opies, even [printed ones^ pf these jette^ 
v signature of a perBon : o|^c]efl^tical dignity* may, nVojre- 
•over, receive^ the same credit ag wpujd "be ^ven to^ these 
letters, were they produced and Bhown. r t L ^ - ; .Z 
: Given at Rome, at Si Peter's, under the* ^lBb^rmaia's 



BRIEFB Of THE ROHAK JPONTIFPS. 65 



Ring, the 1 6th day? ofc January, 1 845, in the fourteenth 
year of our Pontificate. .- v; J : -. : -.• 

^ (Plaoeof Xthe S^-) ^ * - C : : , ; 

Approv«d as a farthral translation . of the .Brief of his 
Holiness <^egory XVI^New York, Augnst. 11, 1848. . 

A JQH^, iBishop of Kew York. 

(Seal.), ^Vv^v^^ ? -,:rr 9 , y ;;,.i , jjL 



l : SUPPLEM©^A3y BRIEFS. 

It'ns -deemed suffieient^ in this pnhlication of the Bales 
and Notes, to state the substance of " the Supplementary 
'Briefs, five in number^ and to give references to other 
( pages of the* publication; : ■ . v . ■. 

I. By a^Brief of Pojpe G^regory XVI, dated August 12th, 
^W^/certain' Indulgences were granted to the Benefactors 
of the Society, the details of which appear on page 66, 
fcislow, in paragraphs I; II, HI and IV, under the title of 
^Indulgences granted to ishe Benefactors of the Society." 

(See Brief on pages 134 to 136 of Manual.) . 

II. By: a Brief of Pope -Pius IX, dated March, 18th, 
1853/ it is provided that the* Plenary Indulgence, granted 
hjr the Brief of January 10th, \1 84S, : for;the Feast of the Im- 
maculate C61icef>tion^may be? gained either on the day-of 
thai feast itself, or on the day to which it may be tranB- 

* ferrdd, aiid- riiat the Plenary Indulgence granted for- the 
' Feast of St. : Vincent de Paulma^be gained either on tie 

* day itself (the i i^'dajr^^uly^ o* ?6n; any ^^ie;^ei?*n 
1 flays- wM ^Be^heloV outages and 6% in 

paragra^h v IV; under the ^itle^f (< Indulgences ^ranUd 

* to members of^h^^cie^^' : aiQ^^ute ind notei . : y : :> 

(See Brief on pages 136 to 1 ! 38 of Manual.). ^, k q. ; 
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IIL By a Brief of Pope Pius IX, dated March 18th, 1854, 
a Plenary Indulgence is granted, on the usual conditions, 
to the members who attend a Retreat and offer certain 
specified prayers, and an Indulgence of one hundred days 
is granted to those who follow a' part 6f the exercises of 
a Retreat and offer the same prayers. See below, on 
page 65, in paragraph YII, under the title of "Indul- 
gences granted to members of the Society." 

(These Indulgences are applicable to the souls in pur- 
gatory.) 

(See Brief on pages 138 to 140 of Manual,) 

IY. By a Brief of Pope Pius IX, dated September 13th, 
1859, modifications of previous Briefs are made and cer- 
tain Indulgences are granted. 

1st.— The Plenary Indulgence, which can be gained on 
the Feast of the Immaculate Conception, may be also 
gained on the Sunday immediately following, provided 
the Feast does not fall on a Sunday, or is not transferred 
to another Sunday. 

2d. — The Plenary Indulgence granted for the first 
Monday of Lent is transferred to the Sunday imme- 
diately preceding. 

3d.— It is provided that in any place, where the scar- 
city of priests presents an obstacle, the members of the 
Society may gain a Plenary Indulgence even though the 
Mass, which they hear, shall not be celebrated at the in- 
stance of the Society. 

4th.— A Plenary Indulgence- is granted to any of the 
Mthful poor of either sex aided by the Society who, 
having complied with the usual conditions, shall visit 
devoutly any church or public oratory on Christmas 
Day, on the Feast of St. Joseph, and, on the last day 
of the annual Retreat, and shall offer certain specified 
prayers. 
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; Bth. — An Indulgence of three hundred days is granted 
to all the members of the Society and its benefactors each 
time that, with a contrite heart, they recite, in any lan- 
guage, the prayer of the Society, Gratias agimus" etc., 
" We give thee thanks," etc. 

6th. — An Indulgence of one hundred days is granted 
^ to all whom the Society relieves, provided that, with a 
contrite heart, they recite alone, or with their fami- 
lies, the Our Father - and Hail Mary, adding, in any lan- 
guage : " Queen conceived without sin, pray for us ; 99 (e >SSf. 
Vincent de Paul, pmyforus" , 

. gee below, on pages 63, 64 and 65, in paragraphs IV 
and VIII, under the title of "Indulgences granted to 
members oF the Society on page 66, in paragraph V, 
under the title of " Indulgences granted to the benefactors 
of the Society"; and oh page 6?, in paragraphs* I and II, 
under the title of "Indulgences granted to the poor 
under the care of the Society ." 

(These Indulgences are applicable to the souls in Pur* 
gatqry.) """^ ' /. . ' ; " 
- (See Brief on pages 141 to 145 of Manual. ) 
i V. By a Brief of Pope Pius IX, dated September 5th, 
1&73, certam Induigences are granted to the fathers and 
mothers of members details of which 

appear belq^ title of " In- 

dulgences granted to ^e fathers of the mein* 

bers of the Society ' 

(These Indulgence to the souls in Pur* 

gatpry.),; .. 

(See Brief on pages X46 to 149 of Manual.) 
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;■ . ' ;y\ B3EFEEENCES; ^ 

CONGERNINIS INBULOENdES; 
(From the Manual, pages 150 to 168.) 



OK INDULGENCES IN GENERAL, / 

,. < Faith, teaches us that, after, having obtained in 
the Sacrament of Penance the remission of our 
sins committed after Baptism— in so far, at leasts 
as regards eternal punishment-— in most bases 
there still remains due to Divine Justice a tem- 
poral ^reparation . called satisfaction. The neces- 
sity of this satisfaction, after forgiveness of sin, is 
acknowledged and admitted " fey all; Catholic ^di- 
vines, and the works, by which we offer it to God, 
are prayer; almsgiving, fasting, and also submis- 
sioii to the Divine Will in all the troubles and 
afflictions, of life. Nevertheless* aa these works; 
pf atonement may for divers Reasons be^ and 
often- are* insufficient^ the^Ghurch^ infallible in the 
knowledge and exercise of her ;; spiritual powers^ 
comes to $ie assistance of he* ^ldrin; ^ f Making 
use of the authority derived from her 1 Divine 
Founder, she remits wholly^ or in partj but on 
Certain conditions carefully determined by her- 
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self, the temporal punishment that yet remained 
to be expiatedrrin tUs; world orrthe next. 

The remission of this temporal punishment duei 
to si^^^^jrelieyedrfr penalty of 

eternal damnation, and which the Church grants 
independently of the . Sacrament of Penance, is 
called an Indulgence; h f 

Indulgences do not absolve any one from the 
necessity of confessing his sins, receiving absolu-? 
tion and doing penatice ; on: the contrary, they 
imply! that aU these things^ have been already; 
done,: and only make up for: the deficiency of any 
Atonement we: ourselves cau offer, by apply mg to 
us- the superabundant satisfaction of J esiis Christ, 
the Blessed- Virgin^ and the Saints* ■ :.::'•'. 
- These infinite satisfactions; offered by the Son 
of . Go d and the ffiessedl^Virginy as also by divers 
Saints who, during their lifetime, have more than 
atoned: for their:owrt sins, form, according to Pope 
Clement VI, a real, treasure? which increases every 
day by the accumulation of new t spiritual riches*, 
and of whichi^the^ Church vhas been divinely instil 
t^d^he Supreme^an 

ftom Jthis treasqre the Church draws the Indid- 
genses^hjaidaily applies to the.I^ithM y andwhict 
are J destined t<* complete or replace the satisfac- 
tion still due from them to pivirie Justice. 
i fedulgencesagrai^^ either 
Plenary or iBwrtfail. nlThey ^ are tfbnary when 
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they remit the whole of the punishment due to 
sin, provided always -the Mot or 1 guilt of sin has 
been effaced ; Partial when they only remit a part 
of the temporal punishment due to sin; as; for in- 
stance; an Indulgence for seven years or seven 
periods of forty days. 

. By thus granting Indulgences^ which include a 
fixed number of d ay s ; weeks, or years, the Church 
does not pretend to abridge numerically, by so 
much, the pains of purgatory; her meaning is to re- 
mit thereby a portion of the temporal punishment 
equal to that which would have been remitted by 
the same number of days, weeks, or years of 
Canonical Penance, as formerly enjoined by the 
Penitential Canons* 

Indulgences, Plenary and Partial, may be ap- 
plied to souls in Purgatory, but only when the 
Briefs granting them authorize thereto. Still, the 
Church does not and cannot apply them directly 
to the dead, over whom she no longer possesses 
any jurisdiction; she grants them to the Faith- 
ful still living* These latter fulfill the works im- 
posed, . and present the atoning value of the. 
Indulgence to God, by way of suffrage for the 
dead: praying Him to accept it in total or partial 
remission of the temporal punishment that may 
yet remain for their expiation^ 

That these Indulgences are acceptable to God 
and beneficial to souls in Purgatory is affirmed by 
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all Catholic Divines. But how far and in what 
degree God applies them to . the souls we wish to 
relieve is a question not to be determined. This 
application depends for its extent upon the Sov- 
ereign Will, of God, who has not, as in the Induk 
genees for the living, to ratify, in this case, the 
sentence of ;His Church. j ; 

... , II. 
CONDITIONS REQUISITE FOR GAINING INDULGENCES . 

The conditions prescribed for gaining Indul- 
gences relate both to the. dispositions of the 
Faithful and to the works required. 

On the part of the Faithful two dispositions 
are necessary : to be in a state of Grace, and to 
have the inten Hon of gaining the Indulgence. 

1st. Tliat he, who is, and perseveres, in a state of 
mortal sin, cannot gain Indulgences, admits of no 
doubt. Liable to eternal punishment, while he , 
remains in that state r he can by no means pre- , 
tend to remission of the temporal pain due to 
sins that have neither beep, confessed nor ab- 
solved* ; The inclination to venial sin does not 
prevent gaining Indulgences^ which in this case 
may be applied. ,to other sips already remitted* 
Still, these Indulgences cannot be Plenary, be- 
cause the temporal punishment due to sm, 
even venial, cannot be remitted, if the sin itself 
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has riot * jHreadjf beeh : r^mitt^; Vjaijd this remis- 
sion cannot take r. placed whil e wfe s fiiji in-line to- 
wards the pe^etratioii of si». /.h?;.^^..,,^ ..: 

2d* The intention: requisite for ^gainiiig^ah? Itir 
dulgerice may "be taken only in the Moriiing; arid 
applied to alt^gbod worlisftobe ip^ 
day, and to which the Indulgences are attached. 

III. ■ 

Op the Indulgences ©ranted to the members 
of the Society of St. Vincent de Paul, to 
its benefactors, to its poor j and to the fath- 
ers AND MOTHERS OF "It 6 MEMBERS. 

Indulgences granted to members of the Society. 

I. A Plenary Indulgence - may be gained - oriee 
a month, by meriibers of the Council-General^ arid 
by members of Superior; and Central Councils 
arid of the Particular Councils of Paris, and of oth- 
er cities; provided that, being truly contrite and 
having gOrie- to * Confession and received Holy 
Communion, they shall attend all the meetings 
of * theft* Cbririteil^ or at least three of the four 
monthly meetings. 

II. A like Indtf^ 

tive meriaber^ridt'exc^ aboyeririentioned' 
members of Councils, who may have gained the 
Indrilgerice mepticwxed in thepreceding p^asgr&jtfiy 
provided that, being truly contrite ; aif^ hSvfHg^ 
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gone to Coftfesbion iuand ^received Holy Com- 
munion^ tlifey shall - assist at . all the nieetiings of 
their Conference, or atithree vout of ;four of , the 
mbntMy^m^tings; ; 

III. A Plenary Indulgenqe is granted to .all 
who, beitig truly contrite and ^having / eqnfejssed 
their sins and received Holy>Gommunion, shall be 
admitted to the various active grades of aspirant 
member, ordinary member, member of a Par- 
ticular Council, and member of the Council-Gen- 
eral, on the days upon \?hich they~are admitted 
to each of these grades. 

IV. All the members, active or honorary, can 
gain a Plenary Indulgence on the feasts of the 
Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary, on the 2d Sunday after Easter, and on the 
first Sunday of Lent ; provided that, baying con- 
fessed their sins, they shall receive J3ply Com- 

^munion at the Mass at which the ; members 
attend in a body, and which, in accordance with 
the Brief of 13th Sept., 185&, nee4s not, neces- 
sarily, be; offered for the: Society * and provided 
they also assist' at: the general: meeting which is 
held about that time. 

By lthe Brief of 18th March, 1853, the Plen- 
ary^ Indulgence can be gained either pn ^the feast 



* - XliiEi8- isi if tls e sbaroit]p ,,; o]r : ~pri68td' : shoiold present an 
: obstacle^ S^iii£^B6^ • - ■ 
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of the Immaculate Conception itself, or, if trans- 
ferred, on the day on which it happens to he 
solemnized. By the Brief 1 of 1 3th Sept., 1859, 
this Indulgence may be gained 6n the Sunday 
following the feast, unless the festival fall on 
Sunday ^ or, in a particular locaility^ be tratisferred 
to another Sunday ; the l&tter case W provided 
for by the Brief of 18th March, 1853. 

By this same Brief , of the 18th March, 1853, 
the Plenary Indulgence, annexed to the feast of 
St. Vincent de Paul^ may be gained either oh the 
feast itself (19th July) or on any of the seven 
following days. 

V. ; A. Plenary Indulgence is granted at the 
point of death to the members of the Society who, 
being truly penitent^ and having confessed their 
sins, if possible and 9 if not, being triily coiltrite, 
shall devoutly call upon the Name of Jekus, with 
their lips, if able, and, if not able, at any rate with 
their heart* and shall with patietibe and courage 
accept death from God's hand, as the punishment 
of sin. '•• '•./'-' I • - ! - - ; :J; ;- ■■■■ >. y 

VI. Ah Indulgence of seven years and seven 
times forty days is granted to Stll the active 
members each :: time' that > with at ; le&fct fohtrite 
heartSj they assist at a Conference* meetirig, visit a 
poor family, or the schools or work-shpps of the 
poor, or perform any other good 'work in accord- 
ance with the spirit of the Society. - They can 
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also gain this indulgence each time that they as- 
sist at the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass whenever it 
is celebrated for the "repose of the soul of any as- 
sociate, or accompany the remains of the poor to 
Christian burial. 

All these Indulgences may be gained by asso- 
ciates, living in places where no Conference 'has 
as yet been established, provided they perform 
the usual works of Charity and fulfill the other 
prescribed conditions. 

VII. When the Conferences have Retreats or 
courses of Spiritual Exercises, a Plenary Indul- 
gence is granted to all the members who assist 
devoutly at ; all the Exercises, provided, 'being 
truly penitent and having confessed their sins, 
they receive Holy Communion at the Mass 
on the last day of the Retreat, and pray for the 
concord of Christian princes, the extirpation of 
heresies, and the exaltation of our Holy Mother 
the Church. An Indulgence of 100 days is 
granted to those, who, being; truly contrite, fol- 
low a part of the Exercises and pray as above. 

VIJL An Indulgence <>f 300 days is granted to 
all the members of the Society each time that^ 
with a contrite heart, they recite, in any language, 
the prayer pf the Society : " We thank thee, 

(These Indulgences . are applicable to the souls 
in Purgatory ^ , , 

■ " % " : ■•' 
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Indulgences granted to the Binefactdrs of the 
Society. 

I. A Plenary Indulgence and remission of their 
sins may be gained, once a month, by each and 
every one of the faithful of either sex, who regu- 
larly gives a fixed and determined alms to the 
Council-General, on condition of contrition, con- 
fession and Holy Communion. 

II. An Indulgence of seven years and seven 
times forty days may be gained, once a month, by 
all the faithful of either sex, who, in like mariner, 
send a fixed alms to the Particular Councils estab- 
lished by the Council-General in any province or 
town. 

III. An Indulgence of one year may be gained, 
once a month, by all the faithful of either sex, 
who, by subscription, or in any other way, under- 
take to give regularly a fixed alms to the Confer- 
ences approved by the Council-General, or by 
the Particular Councils authorized by it to dp so. 

IV. An Indulgence of seven years and of seven 
timeis forty days may be gained, once a month, by 
all the faithful of either sex, on the days upon 
which they shall have made a Collection for tie 
Council-General or for any Particular Coiincil. 

V. An Indulgence of 300 days is granted to 
the benefactors of the Society fevery time that, 
with a contrite heart, they recite the prayer of 
the Society : " We give Thee thanks, Lord." 
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VI. A Plenary Indulgence at the point of death 
is also granted to the benefactors of the Society 
in the same form as tpthe members* 

Indulgences granted to the poor under the care \pf 
the Society. 

I. The Brief of the 13th September, 1859, grants 
to all the poor of either sex, to whom the Society 
of St. Vincent de Paul gives assistance, a Plenary 
Indulgence on Christmas Day, on the Feast of 
St. Joseph, and pn the last day of the annual Re- 
treat, provided that, being truly contrite and 
having confessed their sins and received Holy 
Communion, they devoutly visit any Church or 
public oratory and pray therein for concord 
among Christian princes, for the extirpation of 
heresy, and the exaltation of pur Mother the 
Church : as to the two festivals, the visit to the 
Church may be made at any time between first 
Vespers and the end of the festival : and on the 
last day of thejRetreat the . visit must be made 
between stfnrise and sunset* . 

II. The same Brief grants an Indulgence of 100 
days to all, whom the Society relieves, provided 
that, with a contrite heart, they recite alone, or 
with their family, the Qur Father and Mail Mary ^ 
adding, in iuiy language, the following invocation : 
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u Queen conceived without sin, pray fpr $is / JSt. 
Vincent de Paul, pray for ps^ 

(These Indulgences are applicable to th? sojils 
in Purgatory.) 

Indulgences granted to the fu^ets--ai^^^tii^A^f 
members of the Society. 

L A Plenary Indulgence is granted at the hqur 
of death to all and every one of the fathers and 
mothers of members of the Society, who, being 
truly penitent, having confessed their sins and 
received Holy Communion, or, if unable to dp so, 
at least with true contrition, invoke, with the lip?, 
if they can do so, and, at least with their heart, it 
unable to do more, the Holy Name of Jesus. 

II. A Plenary Indulgence and remission of all 
their sins to the same, provided they attend every 
day at the Society!s Retreat, and on the conclu- 
ding day, being truly penitent, and haying con- ( 
fessed their sins and received Holy Communion, 
assist at the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass, and 
pray devoutly for concord among Christian 
Princes, the extirpation of heresies, a.nd the px* 
citation of our Holy Mother the Church. 

III. An Indulgence of 100 days to $he same, 
provided, on any day, they assist with devotion at 
the before mentioned Spiritual Exercises. 

IV. An Indulgence of seven years and seven 



REFERENCES CONCERNING- INDULGENCES. 69 

times forty days is also granted to the same per- 
sons, as often as they assist at any religious office 
celebrated for the soul of any deceased member 
cf the Society, or accompany the mortal remains 
of the poor to Christian burial, or do any other 
pious or charitable work in, accordance with the 
practice of the Society. 

(AH these Indulgences are applicable to the 
souls in Purgatory.) 



'/Mr.:.;; 



INTRODUCTION. 

TO THE 

EXPLANATORY NOTES. 



The spirit of an association is to be found particularly 
iri it3 rule, and if it extend, and be perpetuated, it becomes 
necessary to fix its usages by positive regulations, and not 
to leave the observance of them to depend any longer 
upon the interpretation of individuals, necessarily vari- 
able as' it would be. This it was which, eighteen years 
ago, made the early members of the Society of St. Vin- 
cent de Paul draw up the Eule which, saving such modi- 
fications in the details as time has necessarily brought 
into it, governs it up to the present day. 

But, in order that a rule should last, it is not of less 
consequence to know its precise purposes than its general 
tendencies; for, if the latter should never destroy the 
spirit, nevertheless the former is an element necessary to 
the understanding of the primitive and fundamental idea. 

But, for a long time past, complaints have been made 
in the Society of St. Vincent de Paul, that the Rule itself 
is not understood ; that its articles, although placed under 
every eye, are not known; and, consequently, that old tra- 
ditions are very often departed from unintentionally. As 
this evil actually exists, it has been considered that it 
would be easily remedied by publishing some explanatory 
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notes upon the different articles of the General Rule. By 
collecting under each article the passages of the Circulars 
which refer to it, the usages made sacred by tradition, 
the additions made by force of circumstances, it is hoped 
fchat a new interest will be given to the reading of these 
articles, naturally somewhat dry as they are, and that, 
consequently, they will be resorted to more frequently in 
jhe Conferences and by the members themselves. j 
This is the sole motive of the following pages. The 
intention in getting them up was not by any means to de- 
vote one's self to a minute and subtle study of texts, but 
do bring out plainly the spirit of the Society, which, with- 
out doubt, is still more strongly expressed in the general 
considerations prefixed to the Rule, and which is also 
visible in each of the articles. The perusal of this will 
probably be more and more convincing that this spirit is 
one of entire simplicity, cordiality, self-denial, and in this 
sense it will certainly be useful. That it may fructify 
more, it is dedicated to the Immaculate Patroness of our 
Society, the ever-blessed Virgin Mary, one of whose prin- 
cipal festivals the Church celebrates to-day. 



21st November, 1853, 
Feast of the Presentation of 
The Blessed Virgin. 



EXPL AN ATORY NOTES „ 

UPON 

THE ARTICLES 

OF 

T H E GENERAL RULE. 

(From the Manual, pages 30 to 103.) 



GENERAL REGULATIONS. 

4 



Arucmj 1.— All Christian young men, who 
desire to unite in a communion of prayers 
and a participation of the same works of 
charity, may become members of the Socie- 
ty of Saint Yincent de Paul, wherever they 
may happen to reside. 

This article, the object of which is to set forth the aim 
and the nature of the Society, contains many points of 
the highest importance. 

First, it recalls to mind that the Society of St. Yin- 
cent de Paul has been founded by young men and fmr 
them; it is with a view of preserving them from the dan- 
gers of every kind that surround them at the commence- 
ment of their career, that Conferences have been organ- 
ized; and if, at a later time, men of more advanced age 
have come to join themselves to them, and to bring to 
them the tribute of their experience, we should not be 

L73] 
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the less mindful of the original aim of the Society, and 
we should seek t as much as possible ; to attract to it young 
men, those especially who, far from their own families, 
have need of being surrounded by a pious circle to make 
them persevere in goo&.^-(Circidar of 1st November, 
1851.)* 

It results, moreover, from this article, that the Confer- » 
ences are intended for men only ; that women cannot take 
part in them, eitner as active or as honorary members. 
By a natural consequence, the works of women, although 
founded upon a rule analogous to that of the men, cannot 
be aggregated to the Society. Conferences may have 
charitable relations with them, may adopt the cases of 
the poor whom they recommend, and may recommend 
others to them in turn; but they must keep separate their 
government, their resources, their meetings. It will be 
seen further on, that women can become benefactresses to 
the Society, and in that relation participate in numerous 
Indulgences. 

The article adds that the members must be C/trutians, 
and the 18th article confirms it by adding, that "each 
member should be careful not to introduce into the Socie- 
ty any one who will not edify his fellow-members or be 
edified by them. All should strive to love each other, 
and the poor like brothers." The Council-General, in- 
terpreting the rule, has always understood that this con- 
dition could not be considered as fulfilled but among 
men, Christians not only in feeling but in practice, fulfill- 
ing all the duties prescribed by the Church, anci especially 
the Paschal duty. On this subject almost all the Circulars 
may be consulted, in particular those of the 14^ July, 
184:1,1 and of the 81«£ May, 1846. J Good sense, more- 
over, proves it in an evident manner. One of the aims 
of the Society being to make the poor better men and 
better Christians, how can one effect this if he is not so 
himself, and how can he inculcate duties which he does 
not discharge ? 

It is, moreover, to be remarked, that the primary ob- 



* Pages 384, <Scc, of the Manual. 

J Page 220 of the Manual. 
Page 283 of the Manual. 



OK THE GENERAL RULE. 



75 



ject which the Society proposes to its members, is their 
own edification. If they meet together, if they visit the 
poor, the first object is to make each other better by an 
union in prayer. The aim of the Conferences is not, 
then, philanthropy, the alleviation— very praiseworthy, 
no donbt, bnt purely human — of the sufferings of the 
f poor; their aim is zeal for the salvation of souls, and in 
1 particular for the souls of the members themselves. This 
is a point which must never be lost sight of, for numerous 
consequences spring from it, especially in the selectipn of 
the works to be undertaken by Conferences, which ought 
all to tend towards the sanctification of the members en- 
gaged in them. 

Still, if charitable works are not the primary object of 
the Society, they are the principal means made use of to 
attain that object. There are some associations which 
are conducive to the sanctification of those engaged in 
them, as pious congregations, by their frequent and pro- 
longed prayers ; there are others that strive to the same 
end by charitable exercises and by penance united to 
prayer, such as the Third Orders. The Society of St. 
Vincent de Paul has not so high an aim; it does not as- 
pire to be a congregation, a confraternity, a Third Order; 
it is no more than a pious assembly of Christians living 
in the world, and desiring to put their purity under the 
shelter of charity. To ask more for it would be to per- 
vert its character and its institution. 

The Council- General has been consulted several times 
to know if it were expedient to admit as members per- 
sons who were not above want. It has always replied in 
the negative (see the Circular of the 14th July, 1841).* 
Doubtless it is not necessary to be favored by fortune 
in order to take part in the Society. With regard to 
this, much consideration must be given to the locality 
in which the particular conference accomplishes its works. 
For example: the conditions could not be absolutely the 
same in a poor country district as in a large city; but it 
is always of consequence that the member should be in a 
position to help the poor in some degree, however small, 
and should never have need to be himself assisted. 
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Every one can comprehend the inconvenience which may 
arise from a contrary usage. " 

The last words of the article which occupies our atten- 
tion, " in whatsoever country found/ 7 add a new feature 
most essential to the Society— that is, its universality. 
Intimately united to the "Church; its ambition is to serve 
it, everywhere and forever, without distinctibn of race or 
of country, without difference of language or of govern- 
ment. If there be any thing which can unite men by a 
bond, at Once the strongest and the purest, surely it is 
charity, that eternal charm of angels and of men, as St. 
Yincent de Paul called it. 

2. — No work of charity should be regard- 
ed as foreign to the Society, although its 
special object is to visit poor families. Thus, 
its members are expected to embrace every 
opportunity of affording consolation to the 
sick and to prisoners, of instructing poor, 
unprotected, or imprisoned children, and of 
procuring the succors of religion for those, 
who need them, at the hour of death. 

In this is presented an application of the principle al- 
ready referred to— namely, that the_ Society, above all 
things, aims at the sanctification of its members. If, in 
fact, visiting poor fan ilies is its most special, indeed, its 
fundamental work, it is because that is the work which is 
~T the most conducive to the edification of the members, and 
that which is most within their reach. Undoubtedly, it 
is very meritorious to undertake the patronage of chil- 
dren, or to facilitate marriages among the poor, but the 
exercise of these works has riot the same practical effect 
upon the members as visiting the poor in their garrets, 
their cellars, or their cabins. To undertake these works, 
it is necessary, in some sort, to have carried out the visit- 
ing of the poor| otherwise, insurmountable difficulties 
would arise in them, were it but those of inexperience 
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alone, and members would get a distaste for these works, 
whether on account of being frustrated in them or be- 
cause too .much time was absorbed in them. On the 
other hand, visiting the poor attaches one to it, captivates 
onej because it Always produces immediate results, mate- 
rial relief; it is easily practiced, and requires but little 
time. For all these reasons, it ought to be the favorite 
work of a society composed of men who live in the world, 
and are engaged in numerous occupations ; and this is 
why the Circulars constantly recommend it. 

It is well to remark, also, that if no work of charity 
should be regarded as foreign to the Society, this expres- 
sion is always to be understood witb this reservation, 
that the work should be suited to the special character of the 
Society. Thus, it has constantly been regarded as an im- 
perative rule/not to undertake any work relating to fe- 
males, particularly such as are young and live alone. 
The Society leaves the care of them, as well as the pat- 
ronage of schools for young girls, to ladies' associations, 
or to the indefatigable zeal of the clergy. Moreover, 
when commencing new works, the rules of prudence 
Should never be forgotten. It is most desirable that 
every Conference should exert itself to add some new 
work to those already in- operation; but, in doing so> the 
step should be taken without precipitation, and when the 
necessary means exist. Our rule should be, neither te- 
,| pidity nor rashness. 

} 3. — When several members of the Society- 
are found in any locality, they meet to en- 
courage each other in the practice of virtue. 
This meeting is called a Conference, the 
name originally given to the Society itself. 

The Circular of the 1st December, 1842,* referring 
to the origin ; of the title given to our meetings, of Con- 
ferences, which is that usually given at Paris to liter- 
ary assemblies of young people, insists very earnestly that 
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the Society should Occupy itself exclusively with ptadic- 
ing charity, instead of discussing systems for the relief of 
the poor. It will be useful to repeat here that passage 
which puts forward one of the essential points of our or- 
ganization: "It is not our office to instruct each other 
by discourses, but it is to give examples for mutual edifi- 
cation. Do not allow the spirit of discussion, the habits 
of the tribune, to get amonaj us. We do not mean to find 
fault with this spirit in itself; discussion is good and 
necessary, when used in places and applied to subjects 
which need it, but our Society is a working society , it 
should do much, and speak little. Let us leave to our of- 
ficers, to our councils, the troublesome task of discussing 
whatever is susceptible of debate; let our Conferences, 
in a body, keep for themselves the consoling charge of 
good works."* 

Every Conference, which desires to obtain admission in- 
to the Society, must solicit aggregation from the Council- 
General, adding to its request a list of its members, an 
account cf its first works, as well as the date of its forma- 
tion, and an expression of its intention to conform to the 
regulations and usages of the Society. This request is for- 
warded directly, if the Conference be in a town where 
there is neither a Particular, a Central, nor an Upper 
Council; otherwise it is forwarded by the proper Coun- 
cil, who add a favorable or unfavorable opinion upon it. 

If the aggregation be advisable, the Council-General 
declares it. By the simple fact of this aggregation the 
new Conference participates in the Indulgences granted 
by the Holy See. Without the completion of this indis- 
pensable formality, it would be deprived of them. 

Moreover, nothing is more useful than this organization. 
If there were not unity in the aggregations, the Society 
would be very quickly liable to become a mere agglomer- 
ation of several associations, having no spirit in common, 
possessing an identity in name only, and in which the 
most experienced eye could npt detect the signs of rela- 
tionship. The recommendations of the different local 
Councils, when they exist, are also a useful precaution, 
since they guarantee to the Council-General the good inter- 
nal organization of the new Conferences, which could only 
be known upon the spot. 
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4^Should several Conferences be formed 
ia tte same town, each, takes the name of: 
the parish where its members meet, and the* 
severaJ Conferences are united by a Partic- 
\ular Council, which takes the name of the^ 
town itself. 

The principle laid down by Article 4, of the parochial 
denomination given to the Conferences, is a result of the 
essentially Catholic character of the Society. As an obe- 
dient child of the Church, it connects itself as much as is 
possible to her imperishable hierarchy. 

5.— All the Conferences of the Society are 
united by a Council-General. 

This is the place to explain shortly the organization of 
the Society. 

Its foundations are the Conferences, which are occupied 
in practical works. 

Over the Conferences, where there are several in the 
same town, is a Particular Council, the constitution of 
which will appear further on. 

Over the Particular Council (as well as over Isolated 
Conferences) is either a Central Council or an Upper 
Council, embracing within its circumscription the Confer- 
ences of several dioceses or of an entire country. 

In fine, a Council-Greneral, the centre of the whole So- 
ciety, being a bond of union, a means of unity, and de- 
voting the time and zeal of its members to. the common 
interest. 

In this way, each Conference is not isolated, arid is hot 
left to itself alone. It has not to form its rule, its tradi- 
tions, without taking advice of any one; on the contrary, 
it forms part of a great Society, between the members of 
which there exists unity of heart, of intention, of cus- 
toms; it rests upon the experience of other Conferences, 
upon the enlightened decisions of the different Councils; 
and while,in carrying out its own works, it preserves the 
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fullest liberty of action, it enjoys the benefits of a direction 
common to and accepted by all 

Ueed it be added, that the authority of the different 
Councils, from the Particular Council up to the Council- 
General, is an actual authority r only because it is sponta- 
neously accepted, and that persuasion and good example 
are the surest, not to say the sole means of supporting 
their authority ? The Church, nevertheless, has wished to 
give strength to these ties in the manner which is the 
most effectual for Christians, by granting most valuable 
Indulgences to Conferences and Councils instituted by the 
Council-GeneraL This is the object of the two Briefs of 
the 10th January and 12th August, 1845. 



CHAPTER L 

THE COiTFEBEkCES. 

6. — The Conferences meet upon such days 
*nd at such hours as they themselves may 
appoint* 

The fullest latitude is allowed in this matter to the 
Conferences themselves, for nothing is more variable than 
the convenience of different localities, and it is pf great 
importance that choice should be made of a day which is 
the most convenient to the greatest number; otherwise 
the meetings would run the risk of being little fre- 
quented, and consequently zeal and charity would 
relax. . .,■ 

This is, however, the occasion to be precise upon a 
point to which the Council-General attaches much im- 
por tan ce— that is, the weekly periodical occurrence of 
the meetings. As the rules do not lay down thjs period 
expressly, an inference has been sometimes drawn, that 
meetings need only take place every fortnight or every 
month. Except rural' Conferences, where, on account of 
the distance, the difficulty of the roads, or different local 
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circiimstances, meetings every eight days would be at 
times too troublesome, the Council-General has not ceased 
to exhort Conferences to meet every eight days, as has 
been the rule since the commencement of the Society, and 
as it is almost the universal practice. The object of our 
meetings is, as has been already said, to form, above all 
j things, Christian relations among the members, and to 
stren gthen them in piety by mutual good example. But 
t a meeting every fortnight, and still more, every month, is 
: inadequate to such a result, when, moreover* deductions 
must be made for the absences, more or less numerous, to 
which sickness, business or traveling, cannot fail to com- 
pel members. The result would be, that, at the end of a 
year, they would scarcely have seen, scarcely have known, 
each other ; and many years may go on in this way with- 
out that Christian intimacy, which the Society has in 
view, being formed among the members. Thus, the Con- 
ferences, in which the meetings are far apart, are more 
cold and more languishing. In the others, on the con- 
trary, a greater affection becomes felt towards the broth- 
ers, and the work which is in common among them, be- 
cause they meet together for it oftener; and they assist iu 
it with greater assiduity, because that assiduity becomes 
more habitual, and because they feel greater satisfaction 
in it. Moreover, the interests of the poor are better cared 
for when meetings which are to be occupied with them 
f take place every eight days, and the treasury of the Con- 
• ference is better furnished, because the collection, made 
oftener, becomes of necessity more abundant. The 
strongest reasons concur' then, in favor of meeting week- 
ly, and it is desirable that for towns it should be the rule 
without any exception. But, even when a departure from 
this custom is necessary, as in certain rural districts, it is 
important to remark that the visit to the poor should 
always be weekly. Without a visit, made at least once a 
week, it would be almost impossible to have a constant 
knowledge of the wants of the poor, and to acquire over 
them an influence which would be salutary for the ame- 
lioration of their habits. 

T— The Conferences stpnld endeavor to 
carry on a correspondence with each other 
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for their mutual edification and. support, and 
that they may be able^ whenever necessary, 
to recommend to the kind offices of each 
other, either the members themselves of the 
Society, or other young men, or the poor 
families who change their places of abode. 

The habit of frequent communication between one 
Conference and another is one of those which has con- 
tributed most to the development of the Society, and 
which should be most sedulously kept up. Relations will 
be perhaps less intimate as the Society progresses than at 
the time when it was exchanged between seven or eight 
Conferences, formed by persons all of whom were mu- 
tually acquainted, but it ought not to have less cordiality 
and freedom, since, as has been said, the Society of St.; 
Vincent de Paul is a friendship already made, and in enter- 
ing into it, one, as it were, comes among a closely united 
family circle. It is, moreover, to facilitate these familiar 
intercommunications, that the Society has been subdivid- 
ed, as has been shown already. The Conferences, being 
formed into groups under Central Councils and Upper 
Councils, should consider that it is by no means in- 
tended to segregate each from the common and the sole 
centre, the Council- General, but to bring them together, 
one to another ; for, among twelve hundred Conferences 
spread over all the world,* intimate relations are not pos- 
sible in reality, and they can only have very rare occa- 
sions of communication ; but, between twenty or thirty 
Conferences near each other, these communications 
should be as frequent as they are easy. 

The object of this correspondence is, before everything, 
to give mutual edification, to communicate to eacn other 
the ^ood which each witnesses ; thus the blessed innova- 
ti on s of zeal do not remain isolated, but become propa^ 
gated, and thereby works become general and are ex- 
tended. This is then a cardinal point in the Society of 



* The number is now vastly greater. 



Otf THE GENBBAIi RUEE. 



83 



St: Vincent de Paul, since that, which is most wanted in 
what is good, is not that it should be practiced by this 
one or that, but that it should be known to all, in order 
that it may, be put into application by all those who de^ 
sire to do eo. These intercommunications take place by 
means of the visits of members, by printed reports, or 
still further, through the Circulars, the General Report, 
and the Monthly Bulletin of the Society. Of course, all 
these communications ought to be simple, modest, and 
should never become, either for the members or for . the 
Society, a subject from which may be drawn any vain 
glory for the little good done. St. Vincent de Paul de- 
sired that his missionaries should preach simply , and that 
they should hot preach themselves^ to use his own ex- 
pression ; for a much, stronger reason would he have had 
a horror of seeing those of nis disciples, who are the last 
comers and the least zealous, taking glory to themselves 
for some most trivial works. 

Further, the relations of one Conference to another 
have for their aim the recommendation of young men! 
who leave their families to settle in a town where the 
Society exists. Nothing is more useful than this custom. 
How many young, men there are who leave the paternal 
roof well-disposed to remain pure, chaste, religious I 
How many have promised it to their mothers, ana have 
promised it to themselves ! Nevertheless, no sooner are 
they settled in their new residence, than they lose all 
their pious habits and sink into shameful excesses ! The 
fault is doubtless in their passions, but it is more particu- 
larly in the isolation in which they find themselves from 
all pious companionship, from all Christian advice. For- 
tified by example, they would have maintained their rec- 
titude; left to themselves, they fall miserably* To give 
to these young men, still practical Christians, a solid sup- 
port/ by means of good and pious associations, to form 
pure companionship for them within the bosom of the 
Conference, to bestow upon them encouragement, alas! 
too necessary, what service is not this to do for re- 
ligion, for their families, and for themselves! Confer- 
ences are earnestly solicited to give their best attention 
to this, so that they should never omit to recommend to 
other Conferences such of their members as go away, andr 
that they should give the most earnest welcome to young 
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persons who come to' them furnished with 6imiliar recom- 
mendations, and particularly that they may surround 
these young men with those safeguards and those pre- 
cautions with which every father would wish to surround 
his SOD. • ■ ■ • . 

As to the poor, who change their places of abode, it is 
likewise a very laudable custom to recommend them mu- 
tually. In this way the good may perhaps be finished in 
another place ; only care must be taken that the removal 
of the poor be not made lightly and without a serious 
purpose, as is too often the casei 

Nor should it be neglected to give recommendations to 
workmen, who are making their tour of France, in order 
that they may be placed, as much as possible, in reputa- 
ble houses, and with honest and Christian employers. 
The soldiers, who are carried away by the conscription, 
should also be objects of the attention of Conferences, in 
order that Christian schools may be got up for them, 
where they may be taught to read and write, and particu- 
larly to love God. - 

§ I. ORGANIZATION Off CONFERENCES. 

8. — The business of each. Conference is 
administered by a Spiritual Director, a Pres- 
ident, one or more Yice-Presidents, a Secre- 
tary, and a Treasurer, who constitute the 
Council of the Conference. There may fee 
also in each Conference, if necessary, a Li- 
brarian, a Keeper of the Clothes Room, or 
other officers. 

Article 8 enumerates the different; officers of the Con- 
ferences, and it divides them into two categories^those 
who form the Council, to whom more particularly, be- 
longs the direction of the Cohferehce, iand those who fulfill 
tier tarn accessory functions. 

The Council of the Conference has, practically, a very 
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great importance, particularly in such Conferences as are 
not under, a Particular Councils. It has to consider care- 
fully the principal questions which, belong to the busi- 
ness of the Conference, tp prepare the matters which are 
to be submitted, in order to make its decisions clear and 
to shorten discussions. Although the Rule does not di- 
rect it, yet it is desirable that the meetings of the Coun- 
cil should be so frequent that they may have an actual 
efficiency ; but it is necessary to remark that, accord- 
ing to the spirit of the Rule, the Council has onlyjtp pre- 
pare the business for the Conference, to consider all pro- 
jects carefully, and that is for the Conference itself to de- u 
cide, especially in the towns where a Particular Council is 
jnot in existence. To proceed otherwise would be to an- 
nul often the actual life of the Conference, and to take 
away all interest from its meetings. 

9.— The President is elected by the Con- 
ference. The other officers are appointed by 
the President, with the advice of his Coun- 
cil. However, as is said further on, in the 
town where there is a Council of Direction, 
the Presidents and Yice-Presidents of the 
Conferences, as well as the other members 
who compose it,* are appointed by the Presi- 
. dent of the Council. The (Spiritual Director 
is always appointed by the Bishop or Arch- 
bishop of the Diocese. 

Two cases may present themselves for. the nomination 
of the President of a Conference: one where there is but 
a Single Conference in a town, and the other, where there 
is a Particular Council acting as a link between several 
Conferences. 

In the first case, the Conference elects its President 
itself, and it cannot be otherwise. It is to be remarked 
that this election is not made for a limited period, but for 
an indefinite time. This arrangement has, in some in- 
etances, been the subject of criticism on the part of soma 
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Conferences; they have feared that thereby there would 
he placed forever, at the head of Conferences/ officers 
whose intelligence or whose zeal wonld not meet every 
requirement ; that> consequently* the progress of the Con- 
ference would be impeded through it, and that the poor 
would come to suffer by it. These fears have certainly 
some foundation, but the Couucil-Greneral has always 
found them ie3S serious than the inconveniences of an 
election. It is rare, in the first place^ that an annual 
election, unless it be a mere matter of form, shonld not be 
a cause of a certain agitation, and, in periods of dissension, 
political or otherwise, which may have to be passed 
through, that agitation may injure seriously the internal 
peace of the Conference. There migh^ besides, on ac- 
count of these elections, be formed in the heart of an as- 
sembly, formerly the most tranquil, parties and little 
cabals. Preferences and antipathies might be engendered, 
and nothing could be more fatal to a work of charity. 
Then, is not the spirit of preservation and of permanence 
necessary for the direction of any work whatsoever ; and, 
if a President knows that he is nominated for one year 
only, can he so easily undertake works of long duration, 
the patronage of apprentice^ the Holy Family, etc.? 
Perhaps his successor may lead the Conference in another 
direction, and that would be then for him a reason for at- 
tempting nothing. Finally, in a Christian work/ where 
the offices are charges and not distinctions, onera, non 
munera, if a president does really retard the progress 
of the work, are there not a thousand modes of charitably 
letting him know it ? The experience of twenty years 
has many times proved that, without offending an honor- 
able brother, it was possible to lead him thus to a retire- 
ment, which to him was but a rest long desired. For all 
these reasons, the Council-General has always opposed 
the system of annual elections, and, thanks to the affec- 
tion which the Conferences have for its advice, this sys- 
tem is tending more and more to disappear. 

The other officers of the Council are named in these 
Conferences by the President, with the advice of the 
Council. It appeared that this was the mode to preserve 
more unity in the direction, and not to multiply elections 
too much. 

In the second case, that of several Conferences connect- 
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ed by a Particular Council, the nomination of the Presi- 
dents and Vice-Presidents of Conferences belongs to the 
President of that Councils Article 3 1 says that these ap- 
pointments ought to be made by the President, with the 
advice of his Council. This arrangement has for its ob- 
ject to draw closer among the different Conferences the 
bonds of fraternity, and to maintain a unity of spirit by . 
means of an appointment emanating from a common au- 
thority; It may occur, indeed, that in the heart of the 
same town, divergent tendencies may manifest themselves 
among different Conferences; that one, for example, 
should incline towards the mode of proceeding of a Con* 
fraternity, another towards the usages of a mere relieving 
society ; that this one would be too rigorous in the ad- 
mission of its members, that too indulgent. The nomina- 
tion of the Presidents of Conferences by the President of 
the Council wears away all these inequalities little by 
little, and gently, and succeeds * through selections pru- 
dently arranged between the President and his Council^ 
in blending these shades of difference in one common 
spirit,— that of the Society. Lastly, it is easier to study 
the peculiar fitness of such or such a candidate in a Coun- 
cil, where the conversation is familiar, and where there 
are but few present, than in a conference, where there 
is greater publicity* and where every objection to 
the choice proposed may take the appearance of per- 
sonality. 

Finally, whatever may be the mode of appointment of 
the President, the importance of the selection cannot be 
too much insisted upon. While the President should 
never be in the Conference but as a kind of elder brother, 
the primus inter pares, experience proves that what a 
President is so is the Conference. In order that a Presi- 
dent should discharge his duties adequately, it should be 
considered not so much whether he enjoys a well-deserved 
position in the locality, or Whether he is rich and gener- 
ous, but much rather whether he possesses the personal 
qualities which are indispensable. Thus, above ail, he 
must have leisure to occupy himself with the Conference, 
for an honorary presidency is always a barren one ; he 
should have zeal, which often makes leisure; he should 
also have energy of mind as well as maturity of judg- 
ments hs^ should be- animatebV with the: spirit of the 
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works, in order that he may know how to surmount the 
difficulties which the exercise of works of charity pre- 
sents, in place of being frightened by them ; he should 
have a conciliatory spirit, to prevent or to appease differ- 
ences, and, in fine, that piety an d lively faith which 
know how to spread abroad, and which grow strong be- 
cause they draw down God's blessings. 

The constant usage of the Society (with some excep- 
tions, which were almost always temporary), has been to 
confer the Presidentship of Conferences upon simple lay- 
men. It is thus that the Society has been constituted, 
and has been approved of by the Holy See* But, from' 
the circumstance that the Presidency has not devolved 
upon ecclesiastics, it by no means follows that those 
among them, who do us the honor of joining our: ranks, 
not only as honorary members but as active members, 
should not be received in them with the utmost grat- 
itude. This is a point which the Circular o f the 3 1st 
May 1846 treats of in the fullest manner.— (Page 292 of 
the Manual,) ; : . •. 

10. — The President directs the business of 
the Conference, receives and submits prop- 
ositions, calls meetings, if necessary, and 
watches over the execution of the rules and 
the, decisions of the Society. In case cf ab- 
sence, he intrusts his duties to a Vice-Presi- 
dent. 

The President of a Conference is, in some sort, the soul 
of it; but he should not, however, absorb, through excess 
of zeal, the activity of the Conference in his own. It is 
well that he should watch over and superintend all that 
is done of importance, and that he should take hi3 part 
in it, by his advice at least ; but it is not desirable; that 
he should overtask himself, and that he should take upon 
himself alone all the burden ; for he would make, in 
some sort, his functions - impossible to a successor 
somewhat more occupied, and hd would destroy the zeal 
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of the other: members by thus always substituting his 
own for it. 

When the President is absent, especially for some time, 
it should be understood that the Vice-President has all 
his powers; and stand* entirely in his place. A ; Confer- 
ence should never stand still for want of a member, and 
this would be the case if they did not venture to do any 
thing in the. President's absence* It is therefore not alone 
his right, but it is a conscientious duty on the part of the 
Vice-President^ to supply fully the place of the President 
when absent or prevented from attending, in order that, 
when the latter shall: return, he may not find that all has 
been languishing for want of him. 

This remark concerns not only the Conferences alone ; 
it is applicable. /also* for stronger reasons* to Particular, 
Central, and tipper Councils, and above all, to the Coun- 
cil-General;, In an undertaking, we ^rnust always have 
the undertaking in view, not the men. 

11. — The Secretary prepares tlie minutes 
of the meetings. He keeps a registry of the 
names, professions, and residences of the 
members, of the dates of their admission, and 
the names of those by whom they were pro- 
posed. He keeps an exact account of all the 
families visited. He makes diligent Inquiry 
concerning those recommended for relief , so 
that the Conference may not, if possible, 
visit any family; which is not worthy of its 
sympathy and support* He notes any changes 
that occur ; the families visited, or in the 
members who visit them. 

The functions of the Secretary deserve special men- 
tion, notwithstanding that they are of less importance 
than those of the President ; for, if the President has all 
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the direction upon his shoulders, the Secretary carries out 
the details. Upon his exactness or upon his negligence 
depends consequently a number of good things or of little 
irregularities. 

Thus, when the. Secretary is absent or comes late, the 
minutes are either not read at all, or are not read at the 
time fixed by the Rule, which is, in fact, the most conve- 
nient time. When he dues not keep an exact note of 
the admission of members, of the^ adoption- of families, 
of the names of visitors, the result is a grave irregularity. ; 
now, families long forgotten suffer from being neglected ; 

f now, there are others who receive double relief; and 

. these inaccuracies greatly interfere, with the regular busi- 
ness of the meetings. 

Nothing would be more contrary to the usages of a so- 
ciety which is entirely voluntary, than finical habits in 
imitation of the modes of proceedings of a public depart- 
ment, or of what is commonly called '* red-tapeism '* ; 
thus, the Council-General cannot do too much to lead 
away Conferences from everything which would have 
this stamp upon it, and to recommend them to do every- 
thing simply, without voluminous registers or multiplied 
forms ; for, otherwise, the spirit of our dear Conferences 
would receive a serious injury from it. But simplicity in 
proceedings does not exclude order — quite the contrary; 

„ and precisely because things are done in a short time, 
they should be well arranged. 

This is the spirit in which a Secretary ought to under- 
stand his duties. Thus, the register of the poor should 
always be kept up to the current time : opposite to the 
name and address of each family, and of the ordinary 

. relief which they have been allowed, an entry should be 
made in a column of observations of the creditable cir- 
cumstances which concern this family, the principal re- 
marks made by the visitors, and of every assistance more 



weekly to keep it up; and yet, it may be very useful for 
the proper guidance of the Conference, and especially for 
new visitors, who would find in it valuable information as 
to the poor intrusted to them. 



12. — The Treasurer lias . the care of th§ 
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funds, and takes at each meeting an ex- 
act account of the receipts and disburse- 
ments. 

This article is of greater utility than one would imagine 
at first, and Conferences are requested to follow it to the 
letter ; on the one hand, because, by keeping the state of 
the treasury each time under the eyes of the members, it 
induces each to proportion his demands to its resources, 
and, on the other, because it guards against errors. Con 
ferences, then, will do wisely not to depart from the 
terms of the weekly account being rendered by the. 
Treasurer, as has sometimes been done for greater sim- 
plicity. But, what is of more importance still, is never to 
fall into arrear with the purveyors. Besides that the 
price of provisions, and that of bread particularly, varies 
very often, and, that if the Rule were departed from, it 
may-give rise to disputes, it is dangerous for Conferences 
to allow debts to accumulate, and it may be, at some 
^particular moment, a cause of great embarrassment. It is 
much better to pay ready money— it is the surest and the 
simplest way. 

The investment of funds, when a Conference has re- 
ceived some sums of money which exceed the current ex- 
penditure, deserves also some attention. We do not speals 
of a perpetual investment of capital^ which would be 
funded, and only the interest drawn, a course which 
would be very contrary to the spirit and to the traditions 
of the Society. We refer to those temporary investments, 
which, after a good lottery or a fruitful sermon, are made 
for some months until the winter, with the double view 
. of procuring for the poor some additional comforts, and 
of assuring the preservation of the capital. Nothing pos- 
itive can be said hereupon it; but it seems to be prudent 
for Conferences to invest rather in public than in private 
securities, and to select those, of fixed, in preference to 
those of fluctuating, value. High rate of interest is of 
much less consequence than complete security of the 
capital, and, in critical times, the money of the poor mnst 
be compromised as little as possible, and its recovery 
should always be prompt and easy. Finally, the invest- 
ment of unemployed funds is the business of the Con- 



92 



EXPLANATORY NOTES 



ference, and, without its vote, the Treasurer cannot do 
it, under the penalty of pledging his own moral re- 
sponsibility. 

Some Conferences have the habit of naming, at the 
Treasurer's request, a committee yearly for the verifica- 
tion of the accounts. This usage appears to be a very 
; wise one, and Treasurers ought to adhere, to it, as it pro-' 
5 tects their responsibility. Nbw-a-days, besides, it is of 
scarcely less importance to prove that one is correct than 
to be so in fact. 

\ 13. — The Librarian collects instructive 
books adapted to the capacity of the per- 
sons relieved by the Conference and keeps 
an account of all books lent or bestowed. 

The importance of a library for the poor, recognized as 
it has been, from the origin of the Society, is still greater 
to-day than formerly. The duties of a Librarian are, then, 
very serious, and the Conference should support in every 
way in their power the brother who devotes himself to it. 
\ It seems natural that the Librarian should be intrusted 
1 with the distribution at the meetings of the Little Lec- 
tures (Petites Lectures)* which it is so useful to have done 
continuously and regularly. 

14. — The Keeper of the Wardrobe collects 
the clothes for the poor, and keeps a regular 
account of them. 

The wardrobe should be the object of the most particu- 
lar care on the part of the Conferences ; for the poor are 
as often in want of clothes as of food, and to obtain them 
one must often expend his trouble rather than his money. 
In the first place, the Conference must be often reminded 
of the wants of the wardrobe, always drawn upon, and a 
place above all others badly furnished ; so, when an offer 
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is made, \vre should avail Ourselves of it quickly, and not 
let the occasion slip. When the clothing is brought to- 
gether there is a good deal of time required for repairing, 
and it is here that the help of pious women is very pre- 
cious for carrying out a crowd of details which men do not 
understand. In fine, it is necessary at times, as, for in- 
stance, in some townsy to organize searches in every 
house, to collect, with- it is to be understood, of course, 
the assent of the proprietors, all the old lumber which is 
lying by in garrets, from the old broken article of furni- 
ture or torn hangings, for which use would soon be ; 
foundf to the pieces of linen so needful to the sick. The ' 
wardrobe may often cost very little, an d yet be well-filled. 
Then, it is of immense service. For the sick, it provides 
old linen and changes ; to the poor, who are in want 
of bedding, it affords the means of separating children of 
different sexes. What benefit is not a warm blanket, or 
a clean sheet, a dress, or a coat I It is often worth health, 
life itself, sometimes also>th e means of livelihood ; for how 
many of the poor there are who cannot obtain situations 
for want of suitable clothing I 



§ II. OEDiJE OF THE MEETIKGS. 

15. — The Spiritual Director, - or, in his ab- 
sence, the President, opens each meeting with 
the prayer, Veni Sancte Spiritus, followed 
"by the Prayer, with the Ave Maria, and 
Invocation of St. Vincent de Paul. A 
portion of some pious book selected by the 
Spiritual Director or President is then read. 
Each member is called upon in turn to per- 
form this duty. The duty of prayer and 
pioufe !readihg should be discharged with the 
most serious attentipji ; the spiritual good of 
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the members being as much the object of the 

Society as the relief of the poor. 

Prayer is an essential portion of the business of the 
meeting, and should never be omitted, as it brings to 
mind one of the distinctive characteristics of the Society. 
The Society of St. Yincent de Paul is a Catholic work, 
and, to draw down the blessings of God upon its labors, it 
should always endeavor to sanctify them. The prayer, 
too, should be gone through without human respect, up- 
on bended knees ; for he would very badly comprehend 
the humility which the service of the poor requires who 
would be unwilling to bend his knee in public before hi3 
God. 

The pious reading should be made with attention, and 
should be neither too long nor too short ; not too long, 
for fear of prolonging the meeting too much ; nor too 
short, because the piety of the members should be nour- 
ished. The selecti on of the book from which the reading 
should be made belongs to the Spiritual Director ; but, of 
course, the book ought to treat only of Christian and char- 
itable subjects. In a certain old Conference, it has be- 
come a habit, that any member, who, in the course of his 
own reading, meets with some passages worth remarking, 
and of a nature to edify his brothers, communicates 
them to the President, and with his assent reads them. 
This custom is a very good one, and deserves to be ex- 
tended. 

The works most used among the Conferences, for the 
pious reading, are the Holy Gospels, the Imitation of 
Christ, the Introduction to a Devout Life, the Manual 
of Charity by the Abbe Mullois, the Lectures, and Coun- 
sels, It is also very Useful to read now and ag&in, at least 
once a year, the whole of the Rules, the Circulars of the 
Council-General, and this Commentary, 

16.— The Secretary reads the minutes of 
the preceding meeting. Each member is at 
liberty to make observations upon them. 

The minutes ought to contain all that occurs of im- 
portance at the meetings^ and particularly whatever may 
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serve as a.precedent; but they should be drawn up as 
simply and as shortly as is possible. They will thus be 
more to every one's taste. 

17. — If there be occasion, the President 
announces the admission of candidates pro- 
posed at the preceding meeting, and 
invites their proposers to inform them 
of it. 

18. — -The President then announces the 
names of new candidates, should any snch 
have been presented. Members, who have 
any observations to make in relation to the 
candidates, communicate such in writing, or 
verbally, to the President, in the interval be- 
tween the meeting at which the names are 
announced and that which follows next af- 
ter. If no observations have been made, the 
admission , of the member proposed takes 
place at the latter meeting. Each member 
should be careful not to introduce into the 
Society any one who will not edify his fel- 
low-members, or be edified by them, and 
who will not endeavor to love his colleagues 
and the poor as brothers. 

These two articles, which should be considered to- 
gether, indicate the principal points in the forms to be 
followed in the admission of candidates. The points 
which they put most prominently forward are the fol- 
lowing: 
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1st. The proposal ought to be made, in the first in- 
stance, to the President in private ; for Article 18 lays it 
down that it is the President who . announces the names of 
the candidates who have been proposed, ,T.hV Circular of 
the 14th of July, 1841,* explaining this passage, is. to the 
following effect : " Moreover, we request that, before pro- 
posing a candidate, those who propose him should never 
fail to confer on the matter with: the President, .who is 
specially charged with the direction and with the honor 
of the Conference and the Circular of the 1st of No- 
vember, 1852, taking up the subject again, adds these re- 
flections : " It is easy to understand how wise these direc- 
tions are ; for, if those who are proposing a candidate, in 
place of speaking of the matter in private with the Presi- 
dent, began, as we see done too often, by proposing him 
publicly to the Conference, it would be much more diffi- 
cult to prevent an admission which may be little to be 
desired. . . .. . If, on the contrary, * the proposal is 

made always after an understanding with the President, 
it is to be presumed that it ia done because it ought to be 
done."f 

2dly. Every member is free to make observations upon 
the candidate ; but these observations ought not to be 
made during the meeting. In public^ any discussion of a 
particular name, every hesitation, every question, would 
assume the appearance of a personality. If the habit 
were adopted of making observations in this manner, un- 
less there were grave objections to make to the candidate, 
each one would ignore Ms own opinion, would hold his 
peace, only, to give way to his regret apart from the 
others; whence it would result that, without the cordial 
assent of all, admissions wpiild take place of some who 
should not be received, but whom one would shrink from 
objecting to publicly ; whence, consequently, in the con- 
ferences there would be absence of unanimity and of cor- 
dial co-operation, and sometimes even defections would 
take place. ; 

Fow, what should be the course to adopt if serious ob* 
jections have been laid before the President ? In such a 
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case, the duty of the President is to have an explanation 
on the subject, in a free and perfectly cordial manner, 
with the proposing member, to induce him to withdraw 
the party proposed, if the opposition be serious and well 
founded. Nevertheless, it may occur: that there would 
be differences upon that point between the President and 
the member who has made the proposal; in such a case 
the President will do well to consult with his Council, or 
even that of the Particular Council of the town, if there 
be one, and to fortify himself with their advice, .'it is 
then to be presumed that tliis mediatory opinion will be 
listened to, and that it will be easy to come to an under- 
standing; but if, unfortunately, the difference of opin- 
ion should still continue, it can be put an end to only 
by a vote of the Conference— a final resort which 
is of very rare occurrence, and which ought always 
to be so. 

But, if no opposition arise in the case, which is the 
most general, the President has not, according to Article 
17, to call for a vote; he has simply to state that the 
proposed candidate has not been the subject of any ob- 
servation, and to announce his admission. Open voting 
would have grave inconveniences, and a ballot would be 
a solemn proceeding little in accordance with the simple 
habits of a Conference. 

3dly. Besides the general condition which we have 
enumerated, for the proposal of candidates, Article 18 
mentions one especially, which is, perhaps, too little at- 
tended to: it says that the member should edify Ms fellow- 
members &sx> be edified by them. This recommendation 
is very important, because, if persons are induced to join 
Conferences as members who do not find attractions in 
them, who come there just to get through a duty, and be- 
cause they are constrained to do it in some sort, zeal can- 
not but grow cold, '* The first qualification " (as is very 
wisely stated in the Circular of the 1st of November, 
! 1847)" "that a candidate ought then to possess in present- 
ing himself for admission into a Conference, is to attach a 
very high value to the prosperity of the Society, not as- 
suredly through pride, but through a deep feeling of 
gratitude towards God, who has raised up in our age this 
plan, heretofore not thought of or not practiced, of suc- 
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soring the poor, and at the same time of making those 
who visit them better 

4thly. At the commencement of the Society, when a 
new member was admitted, it was usual for the President 
to address an exhortation to him, explaining the spirit of 
our Conferences. "Unfortunately, this custom h as not been 
continued, and, in consequence of the multiplicity of ad- f 
missions, it was difficult to put it in practice. But it 
cannot be too much insisted on that a kind welcome 
should be given to new-comers, that they should not be 
allowed to take their seats incognito in the midst of the 
Conference, that certain of the members should be even 
assigned to them, in order to lead them into the practical 
business of our work3 ; upon this their perseverance often 
depends. Moreover, the President gives to the new mem- 
ber a copy of the Manual of the Society, f and exhorts him 
to make himself perfectly acquainted with it by frequent 
perusal of it. How much better and more quickly, too, 
would not the spirit of our Conferences spread among all 
the members, if they were careful to read the Rules, the 
Circulars, the facts connected with the Society I In 
place of guessing at our customs and our rules, and some- 
times arriving at a very incomplete notion of them, they 
would become speedily and completely acquainted with 
them by such reading, which can never occupy much 
time. . 

Some Conferences have believed that there wonld be 
some advantage in giving to their members certificates to 
attest that they belonged to the Society. 

This measure presents many inconveniences in a So- 
ciety numerous and wide-spread as is that of St. Vincent 
de Paul. Besides the danger of the fabrication of false cer- 
tificates, is not the still greater danger to be apprehended 
of seeing tLese certificates preserved during all their life- 
time by men who may have abandoned their Conferences, 
and who would hawk about with a personal, interested 
view, these titles which had been too lightly conferred ? 
Then, what are the advantages of these certificates ? It 
is indeed not easy to say, for, when a member travels or 



* Page 323 of the Manual. 

•j- If this is not practicable, a copy of the Bules and 
Notes should be substituted by the Conference. 
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goes to another Conference, it is much, preferable to fur- 
nish him with a letter from liis President. It is at once 
simpler and safer. 

5thly. It is well to call to mind that every member, 
npon entering the Society, can gain a Plenary Indulgence 
on the day of his admission, conformably to the .Brief of 
the 10th January, 1845. It would be greatly to be de- 
sired that a member should never neglect this precious 
favor, which would certainly be for him the pledge of 
many other graces. \ \ 

19. — The Treasurer announces the state of 

the funds and the amount of the collection 

made at the close of the preceding meeting, 

so that each member may proportion his 

demands for relief to the resources of the 

Conference. 

The spirit of the Rule, as may be perceived by the 19th 
Article, 13 never to allow the expenses of the Conferences 
to get into arrear, but also not to lay up. It is in some 
sort the translation of that expression of our sacred writ- 
ings: " If you have much, give abundantly; but if you 
have little, give a little, and the little thou hast, give 
willingly." The works of the Conferences being entirely 
optional, should be from day to day ; besides, nothing is 
more Christian than to trust one's self to Providence, and 
to count upon its inexhaustible care, when the work is 
undertaken for God. To make a reserv e, to have before 
us a disposable capital which we never touch, to lay out 
beforehand a budget as in a relief association, are pro- 
ceedings essentially contrary to the spirit of our Society. 
"When it has anything and it finds out a real case of mis- 
ery, it gives bountifully and with a generous heart ; if it 
has nothing, it appeals to the charity of its members, to 
that of their friends, of the public; and, up to this day, 
God has never permitted that this confidence should be 
deceived. 



20.— Tickets available for relief in kind, 
and which vary according to the require- 
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ments of the poor, are then distributed. 
Each member is called upon in his turn by 
the President, and mentions aloud what he 
applies for, and for how many families. He 
gives, when called upon to do so, detailed in- 
formation about those families. The relief 
should be punctually given to the poor, at 
their residences, before the next meeting. 
But the members administering it v may use 
their own discretion, both as to the precise 
time, number, and manner of their charita- 
ble visits, and also as to the best means of in- 
troducing into those families the love of re- 
ligion and the practice of their duties. Should 
a member ask for any rules to guide his con- 
duct, or for advice in difficult cases, he is 
heard with attention and kindness, and re- 
ceives from the President and every other 
member such replies as their experience and 
charity suggest. 

In some Conferences the power, not entirely absolute, 
but very extensive, of asking for his poor whatever relief 
tickets he may wish for, is left to each member. It would 
seem that this custon ought to be reformed; for the nat- 
ural inclination which leads a man to be more moved wifch 
pity for the misery which comes directly under his own 
eye, the pleasure of giving to his poor more than on 
former occasions; a certain timidity, in fine, in the pres- 
ence of reiterated importunities, easily lead members to 
swell their demands ; and from this there necessarily re- 
sults an injury to the equitable distribution of relief ; for, 
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when each member fixes at his own discretion the allow- 
ances of his own poor* it is not possible that he should, 
not make his demands with more or less ardor, according 
to his character/ and that inequalities, much to be re- 
gretted, should not be established among the different 
families. It is, therefore, a prudent measure to intrust 
the classification' of the i poor to a Committee of Inquiry 
(or Visiting Committee), ahoays f composed . of th$ same 
members. These members visit all the families who ask 
to be adopted, and they propose to the ; Conference 'their 
classification into certain categories, according to the de- 
gree of their necessities ; then, once or oftener during 
each year, they revise the general li st of the poor, after 
having made a special visit. > The visitors are always lis- 
tened to when defending the interests of their poor, and 
in base of disagreementthe; Conference . decides. ; ; 

Here another point presents itself, apparently a sec- 
ondary one; but which; however, deserves attention. Is 
it well that members, who have been absent from a meet- 
ing, should be able, in the. interval between one meeting 
and another,; to go tc* seek th^ir relief tickets 1 from the 
Treasurer ? - The opinion of the Council-General .has al- 
ways i been in the negative. They helieve that the true 
interests of the poor, as well as that of the Conference it- 
self, are opposed to ^^ tlais jpermission being C(mceded: The 
interests of the poor ; for the members ceasing to have a 
positive necessity for coming to the ? Conference to get 
their relief tickets, would more easily free themselves 
from assiduous attendance atthe meetings, and the' weekly 
collection would be greatly affected by.this>; even although 
there was a collecting box at the Treasurer's, as has been 
sometimes proposed r Theinterests oi'the Conference ; t for, 
by, absenting ! themselves - frequently from the meetings, 
the members would certainly^ in . tinie lose the 1 spirit o? 
them,.and the taste for;them; .•<: • ,;>''• '< :v r 1 ^ 

As to the mode of distribution pointed out by i Article 
20, it has necessarily been ; modified by the: force of cir- 
cumstances ; in such Conferences ;as ; are pretty numerous, 
as it . wQuldhave taken up all the time of the meetings. 
Many Treasurers have adopted fthe habit of preparing be- 
forehand the relief tickets of each; - member in an envelope, 
which is handed to : him- immediately ; ; and in this manner 
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the distribution is carried out immediately and without 
loss of time. : < 

On the other hand, that, which ought not to be laid 
aside, is the custom of asking from members detailed in- 
formation upon the state of the families whom they visit. 
It is not, in point of fact j sufficient that religious improve- 
ment should take effect among j the poor ; it is necessary, 
for the general edification; that 1 the Conference should 
know that it has been effected; it is : necessary that* it 
should be talked of, lest the new-comers, not hearing any 
thing said about it, should come to neglect it, and; that 
even the old members should allow themselves- to lose 
sight of it. Further, every member ought to; announce 
immediately the death of any of his poor : the De Pro- 
fundzsia recited for his intention at the close of the meet- 
ing, and the Holy Sacrifice is offered up for him at a later 
period. If there be yet time, some members are appointed 
to accompany the body to the church, and to attend the 

funeral. ' - ■ V. r.y '. 

Nothing is more natural than the recommendation made 
by this paragraph. The families that *re; visited are all 
poor, and often in actual distress. To put off for a party 
of pleasure, for some affair of little importance, the weekly 
visit to be made to the poor, is an act of negligence 
deeply to be regretted j for those families 'often suffer 
from it. " "We were looking but^fdr youj" say they some- 
times to the visitors: "we were near being in want of 
food." If the visitors had not gone to ; 'see them, food 
would have failed them ! -This thought Snakes' one shud- 
der. In the world, people sometimes Complain of a din- 
ner-party delayed; put off perhaps by a party 6f pleasure, 
or by an accident which will not occur again. But what 
then is this to a mother who has five six children, atd 
who puts them to bed fasting, without knowing, whether 
she will have food for them 1 oti the next day ? Let us 
think seriously of this crueVla^iety^an^^ 
put off the visits through any fault of our own. Besides, 
this exactness need not be 1 mathematical^ and even,* as a 
general rule, it would be ; wroug t to .give. t}i^. poor the 
habit of counting upon help at a fiieij tour. This wbuld 
make them, as one may say, persons enjoying an income, 
who would die of hunger if the . rent were not paid the 



OK THK GENERAL BULK. >^ 103 



very day it fell due,: and who would become accustomed 
to making no effort to help themselves. 

This paragraph recalls once again to visitors the , aim of 
the Society in its relations with/ the poor ; it is to make 
them better men and better Christians. In fact, this can- 
not be too much: insisted flpon, as, wifion;t thls^ the So- 
ciety of St. Vincent de Paul would become a merely phil- 
anthropic and purely human work, which* even humanly, 
speaking, is very; barren and insufficient, The visitors 
will have then to seek for <■ ev«ry possible, means /of in- 
structing the poor upon their duties, and of making them 
thoroughly comprehend them. Sometimes it. will be by 
means of a good word- addressed to the child, that they 
will take the work in hand ; £qmetames by means of a 
good book, an almanac* a ; little lecture {petite lecture), & 
pious image, or a crucifix bestowed ; at other.times it will 
be by means of some edifying ., reading, made for some 
poor invalid, whom ; they will strive to instruct upon it. 
The manner may be varied infinitely in the details, but 
at the bottom it will never: be accomplished, but by a 
great devotion to it, a great! laffectipn for it, and particu- 
larly by means of prayet*. Let us pray for ih0 conversion 
of our poor ; let us obtain r prayers for ■ them from pious 
souls; let us sacrifice something to this intention, apd we 
may be sure of success. It. Was thus that the Saints acted, 
and it is one of the secrets of the conversions which they 
worked*. . y •'■ •, : — - ; . ~_ • ••' 

Of course, when a member consults the Conference 
upon a case of difficulty,, he % should take care that no in- 
convenience can arise from making it public ; if that be 
so, he should consult the President privately. 

21.— If relief in money, clothes^ or books 
be applied for, the founds; ,for su0ix appli- 
cation vBlnoiiia be fxijly explained, and the 
Conference yoitesf. ^ ^ SKoo^d ^4^^ *>f -^i^" 
tress be sticli tb^t a gritiit of money is indis- 
pensable, and that, relief in not 
answer instead, the inethbers receiving tbe 
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money must take special care to watch dili- 
gently over the use made thereof: 

This article expressly recalls a usage; so well estab- 
lished, that it ia scarcely necessary to . .state it, to wit ; 
that the distribution of relief in tin d is the rule, and the 
exception a grant of money. Tho reasons fpr .this . custom 
are so obvious that it is useless, to recall them ; 

Some Conferences have remarked -that certain of their 
members had a stronger tendency than the others to ask 
for the extraordinary relief to which, the, 21st, Article re- 
fers. The result of this is, that, wi tho at their , desiring it, 
their poor are more favored than others. To remedy this 
trifling abuse, the habit has been adopted of entering the. 
extraordinary relief, which lias been , granted,, upon the 
register of families, opposite to the names of the: families, 
who had received it ; so that the Conference, is : not again 
put to the same expense for the same poor, person with- 
out being fully aware of it. 

22.— After the allocation of the different 
sorts of relief j the members 5 dehbei^te bn the 
disposal of any situations they. maybe afcle to 
procure for the poor, on the plans for the 
lief of the distressed, and on the families to 
be visited by ne w inembers, or, by. thbsa who 
wish to visit more. No family can be ' ad- 
mitted on the relief -roll of the Society with- 
out a previous statement of its wants, made 
either by the Secret other 
member as may have bi^il a£pdm^ th<3 
President to collect information. Belore the 
Conference decides, every membfei* has full 
liberty to make any remarks upon the case 
he may think useful. 
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The adoption of families should be the subject of very 
serious attention on the part of the President and of the 
Conference. It concerns, in fact, the prosperity and the 
honor of the Society that all abuses arising in this way 
should be aroided: that women still young, particularly 
if they live by themselves, should not be visited, and that 
every precaution should be taken to avoid even the ap- 
pearance of a scandal. This principle has been laid down 
from the very commencement, and is again referred to in 
the preliminary considerations of the Rule; it has jbeen 
pointed out above; but the more the Conferences are 
multiplied, the more is it indispensable to hold firmly to 
this. The poor are to be found everywhere ; and, when 
there is so great a choice among so much misery, we 
should connect ourselves only with those, the relief of 
whom is exempt from inconvenient circumstances, and 
cannot cause disedification. 

Care must also be taken, particularly in large towns, to 
adopt only the poor who live in reputable houses. This 
rule may appear severe ; but is it not a case to which the 
popular proverb may apply: 14 Charity well regulated 
begins at home ?* 

It is also fit that prudence should be used with regard 
to poor persons snbject to grave faults — druukards, per- 
sons of dissipated habits, or those living in a state of con- 
cubinage. Undoubtedly these poor people ought not to 
be entirely excluded, unless they are in the category of 
those of whom mention has been made above; but they 
must not be visited except ia the desire to correct them, 
and but so long as there is hope of effecting that. Other- 
wise, if relief were still continued to them, after all ad- 
vice had been exhausted, that would be a cause of scan- 
dal for the honest poor, and it would give them grounds 
for believing, although erroneously, that the Society at- 
taches no value to good morals and honest conduct. 
There is in this, therefore, a wise middle course to be fol- 
lowed between too great -strictness and too much indul- 
gence i and, by paying attention to it, success will be oh. 
tained. 

Finally, care must be taken not to adopt such a num- 
ber as would be too large, regard being had to the num- 
ber of visitors. Otherwise, if the members ta«ke the 
charge of too many families, they would be led to visit 
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them only in a passing waj% to do no more for them than 
just to distribute alms, and to neglect spiritual relief, 
which cannot be given but during visits of some duration 
and entirely friendly in their character. This mode of 
considering the matter is then very serious, and Confer- 
ences ought to lay down a rule for themselves, not to 
adopt but just so many families as they can visit in a 
Christian manner, and in the spirit of pur holy patron. 

But all is not done by adopting the poor t they must 
have visitors allotted to them. This duty is the especial 
task of the President ; for some member may be suitable 
for almost every family, and yet not succeed with certain 
of the poor ; he may be too timid , or too harsh, tod alow 
or too hasty, for exceptional characters. To some of the 
poor it is well to give a visitor who impresses them by 
the gravity of his manner, and even by the importance 
of his position; with otherB, on the contrary, success is 
to be had only by gaining their confidence by force of 
perseverance and of long patience. There is, then; a 
double study of the character of the visitors and of that 
of the poor, to be made by the President, and he cannot 
attach too much importance to it. With respect to the 
visitors, this labor will be easy to the President, who 
meets them each week ; but with respect to the poor, it 
requires more trouble, because their number is much more 
considerable. To effect it, there are two means, between 
which the President can choose: either to make periodi- 
cally, at least once a year, the complete round of the 
families, or for himself to pay the first visits, for some 
weeks, to the families newly adopted. Some Presidents 
have found the leisure to carry out both plans at the same 
time ; they cannot be too much congratulated upon their 
doing so. 

23. — ^Members leaving for a time, or for 
ever, the place where the Conference is, give 
notice to the President, who confides to 
others the duties with which such members 
were charged. 

The recommendations of this Article, although purely 
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of detail, possess a real importance. Thus, if a member 
neglects to give intimation of his departure, his poor or his 
works may be abandoned ; if he forgets to acquaint the 
President personally with it, or if he himself gives charge 
to another member, either of his poor or of his works, the 
allocation of the families by the President, of which men- 
tion, has just been made, may be disturbed by it, or the 
works would not perhaps be intrusted to the brother to 
whom they would be most suited. In either case, the 
good order, of the Conference would be disturbed by it, 
particularly if the circumstances were of frequent recur- 
rence. 

Let us add, that it is very well that the members, who 
go away, should draw up a detailed report upon the state 
of their poor, which would enable those who replaced them 
to understand better and sooner the characters, the neces- 
sities, and the misery of those poor. Some brothers have 
also, upon such occasions, the praiseworthy custom of giv- 
ing to their Conference a more considerable sum as alms, 
to represent them in the collections in which, during 
their absence, they would not join, and to help the Con- 
ference in supporting its poor. This practice cannot be 
recommended too strongly. 

24.— The Conference then considers any 

observations that may be made with a view 

to its interests, its increase, and the best use 

of its funds. 

This part of the meeting ought not to be neglected, be- 
cause the Conferences would readily degenerate and fall 
into monotony, were they to occupy themselves exclu- 
sively with material questions, and not to give a little 
time to such as are general; Here are two shoals to be 
shunned ; the first — under pretext of being engaged upon 
more exalted interests, to allow themselves to get into 
speeches, into dissertations upon charity, into theoretical 
discussions, which would be quite opposed to the sim- 
plicity of our meetings; 1he second — to restrict them- 
selves to what concerns the Conference exclusively. Jt 
cannot be too well remembered that the Society of St. 
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Yincent de Paul is one, and, that this unity may be main- 
tained, it is well that the Cop ferences should converse 
often about such things as occur of an edifying nature in 
other Conferences — that they should study to imitate 
them and to turn them to use, in order that they them- 
selves may not fall into apathy and torpor. Thus, it is 
very suitable to select that part of the meeting when it 
is most numerous, to give an account to the Conference, 
either of whatever has occurred of importance at the Par- 
ticular Council of the town, if there be one, or of the K 
general advice contained in the monthly Bulletin of the 
Society, or of the interesting Reports of other Conferences. 
It is also the mo9t opportune moment for reading, the cir- 
culars of the CouncilrGeneralj a deep knowledge, of which 
the members are often so deficient in, and which is so use- 
ful. Sometimes, al 1 these documents are left , to rest in 
the archives of the Conference, which is the same as say- 
ing, in the dust. This is a very positive loss to the mem- 
bers. 

It will be well, also, from time to time, to have read, at 
this period of the meeting, some profitable report upon 
any special work of the Conference, with the view of ex- 
citing interest, and of constantly stimulating zeal, which 
is, alas I so ready to languish in every human work. 

25. — At the close of the meeting, and be- 
fore the prayer, the Treasurer makes the col- 
lection, to which each member contributes 
an offering proportioned to his means, but 
always in secret. Those, who cannot spare 
time for the service of the poor, try to in- 
crease the amount of their pecuniary con- 
tributions. 

The collection should not be made merely for form's 
sake; it ought always to be done very seriously, and 
every one is bound to examine himself before God, in his 
soul and conscience, whether the sacriftce which he makes 
to the poor is in proportion to his n*«$qg, ' jdmsgiving, 
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in fact, is not to the Christian a simple counsel— 4t is a 
rigorous duty ; and, while it may be discharged otherwise 
than by the collection at the Conference, and while- a 

.portion (of the extent of which each one can alone be the 
judge) ought to be reserved for other works,and especially 
for those of his own parish, it id right that every, member 
of the Society of St. Tincent de Paul should, within the 
bosom of his Conference, discharge this precept generous- 
ly, liberally. Otherwise, how could he ask of others, if 
he has ndt commenced by being himself the first to give ? 
How, above all, can he ask of God to bless his labors, if 
he has n ot deserved that blessing by a truly adequate 
self^crifiee? - : ' v ' - ■ 

The collection, then, ought to be a serious act, but it 
ought also to be a secret one ; and nothing would be more 

. opposed to the spirit of the Society than to stimulate its 
members 1 to considerable donations ,by the attraction of 
publicity. 1 Thus; a newly-formed Conference had thought, 
with a very laudable intention, that ; the amount of its 

- collections would be increased if they were made upon a 
plate, so as 1 to allow each one's offering to be seen ; and it 
sought the opinion of the Council-General upon it. The 
latter was unanimous in condemning this practice. Thus, 
too, other Conferences have sought to replace the weekly 
collection by an assessment laid upon the members, either 
according to a rate fixed beforehand, or according to each 
one's means. The Council-General has likewise been at 
all times opposed to a tendency in this direction. Be- 
sides the fear that an assessment upon a low scale would 
injure the prosperity of the treasury, and that an assess- 
ment at a high rate would, keep away many good Chris- 
tians of small means, yet zealous, it was most of all to be 
feared that the secrecy of the collection would be violated. 
In Conferences; there ought to be no differences of rank 
or fortune : this is one of the most certain causes of their 
success. \Now, the less opulent should not be exposed to 
blush at the sinallness of their alms, nor the more wealthy 
be tempted to grow proud of the superiority of their do- 
nations. If anywhere Christian equality should be pre- 
served, it is in the presence of charity. Nevertheless, in 
some "country Conferences, it has been permitted that gifts 
in kind maybe made by members as their contribution to 

- the collection. . This departure, which yet doe;s not. pre- 
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Vent a cpUe_Qtion according to rule, lias been sanctioned 
by the nature of the circimistojaces. 

The collection is intended for the use of 
the families ^sit^ but the menihers should 
not neglect any other means that may pre- 
sent themselves of increasing the funds of the 
'• Conference. " . '." *'V ; ; 

At the commencement of tbe Sbcielyj tlie - collections 
■were almost the only resource of our Conferences ; at 
present they still are one of the 1 most considerable sources 
of revenue, and they amount, on an average; to the fourth 
of the total receipts. This continuance of resources per- 
sonal to and furnished by the members themselves is a 
most happy sign ; but, as the Rule says, the members 
should not neglect any other means that may offer of in- 
creasing the funds. These means vary accoi ding to local- 
ities and custbmsi he*e, it is a charity serinon ; there, 
lotteries; elsewhere, bazaars or sales ; almost- everywhere 
subscriptions solicited, extraordinary donations procured; 
but what ought riot to vary, are the .principles ■ivMch. 
should govern the collection of these resources. 

First, and above all* there must be a great zeal to keep 
up the treasury of the poor. Often there are numerous 
steps to take towards this end ; there are refusals to be 
endure d, sometimes even difficulties -to . be overcome. A 
member of the Society of St. Vincent ; de Eaul, ought not 
to allow himself to be daunted, provided,, of course, that 
he has not exceeded the limits of propriety. ; ; When one 
sees closely the misery of so many families, when one's 

■ heart ia sensibly affected by their privation^ their naked- 
1 ness, andj inore than all, . by their spiritual destitution, he 
' ©light not to let himself be checked by some reftisalsT—he 
- ought not to fear bein^ importunate ; the pleasure of 

■ solacing these miseries well deserves being purchased by 
: some annoyances. 

Yet, if there must be zeal, in order not to lose through 
«. our own fault any occasion of increasing the patrimony of 
.the poor,, this zeal must not end in too human an attach- 
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ment to material resources. In a Christian work, money 
never is more than a secondary thing* : what effects more 
than all else is devotedness— ^desire for the salvation of 
souls. Whence arise two results : th e first is-, that* i t" the 
treasury does not fill to the measure of our wishes, we 
must not be grieved at it; nor, above all, must we be dis- 
t couraged, but on the, contrary, ; we must persevere more 
I; than ever; the second is, that to get money we must 
never resort to modes, which are not entirely of a Chris- 
tian character. Nothing is, in fact, more fatal than to 
pursue a praiseworthy end by means which are not free 
from reproach, or to wish to accomplish a Christian work 
By ways contrary to Christianity* : Consequently, theris 
should.be no balls for- Conferences t no theatrical repr esen- 
tations ; it is no t necessary to state this ; but there should 
not be even those lotteries, where cupidity is . stimulated 
by the aUureraent of gain, where recourse is had to specv 
ulation to bring in funds ; nor should any other means be 
adopted which are repugnant to: simplicity or to humility^ 
All ought to be modest, Christian, in order not to attract 
too much the eyes of the world, and not to alienate the 
blessings of Grod. 

26.— ;The meeting closes with the prayer to 
Saint Vincent de PomI, and the prayers Pro 
benefactoribus, and Sub tuum jprcesidium. 

The custom is established in. some Conferences of ;re£ 
citing at the close of the meeti ng the prayer for the me of 
the members of ike Society, which ii to be found in the Man- 
iiali and at the end of the^ Rule. It cannot be d(>ubted 
that this woulff be a source of graces for the Cbriferences^ 
and it is desirable that as well the members individual 
as the Conferences in a body, should recite this prayer 
frequently. ; l ? ;. ; W.' * 
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CHAPTER II. 

OF PARTICULAR CO XT N C I L S . 

"When several Conferences are established in the same 
town, Article 4 states that they are to be united by a 
Particular Council. This is the place to examine the mo- 
tives which have led to the creation of this institution 
and the spirit which should direct it. The details of its 
organization will appear further on. 

The increase of members in the Conferences is certain- 
ly a very great benefit, and every member should labor 
actively towards it. Yet, there is a point beyond which 
this organization leado to serious inconveniences, namely, 
when the number of the members becomes too great. 
Then the meetings, lose some of their cordiality, by be- 
coming more formal, and some of their freedom, to pre- 
vent their falling into confusion and disorder. A Confer- 
ence is then no longer a place of meeting for Christian 
friends; it is an assemblage of men who deliberate 
gravely; moreover, ze«l greatly relaxes in the same 
measure as numbers increase, since each one depends 
upon the other, and individual interest diminishes. It is, 
then, a great danger to a Conference to become too nu- 
merous ; by it the spirit of simplicity, of fraternity, of 
cordiality; may be wrecked. Thus, it has been, early con- 
sidered as necessary for Conferences that have reached, 
this point, to divide themselves into several Conferences, [ 
and experience has justified that, opinion ; but this division 
was not intended to lead to a schism> nor even to an iso- 
lation, nor to an entire st-vernnce of the branches of the 
original Conference; It is for this reason that provision 
has been made by the organization of Particular Councils, 
which, white letting the individuality of each Conference 
exist, nevertheless combines the common strength of them 
all. Experience has, moreover, proved the utility of the 
means adopted. 

Now, thiinhs to this combination, we have been enabled 
to multiply the number of members in important towns 
in a manner that could not have been expected. At 
Paris, for example, while a Conference of 150 members 
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would have found almost insurmountable difficulties in 
maintaining itself, there have been formed fifty Confer- 
ences, in which about two thousand members are included, 
and by which they are drawn together by the attraction 
of neighborhood, of parochial connections, and also by the 
simplicity of meetings thus multiplied. In the less con- 
siderable towns a Conference could never have exceeded 
the number of sixty or eighty members ; divided into 
three Conferences, it now has brought together more than 
twice that number, and there are double the number of 
poor visited, of funds collected, of good done* Here^ then^ 
is a result which deserves to attract the attention of many 
Conferences; but it will not be effected unless under the 
double condition which the following articles develop, 
namely — unity of direction in important matters, great 
freedom for action of each Conference in the details of 
its works. 

The separation of one Conference into several Confer- 
ences is the most frequent case where there is occasion 
for the creation of a Particular Council . yet sometimes it 
happens in towns which are somewhat spread out, or in 
suburbs which are attached to them, that a second Confer- 
ence is organized entirely outside of the first one. This 
does not make it the less necessary to bind these Confer- 
ences together by a common Council, but it should be re- 
.* marked that the Council-General, before pronouncing the 
aggregation of the second Conference, always advises 
with the primitive Conference, in order to be well assured 
that they are acting harmoniously, and that the formation 
of a new centre is catfsed by charity, and not by such a 
rivalry as should be regretted. 

In fine, we must observe that this institution, which 
was only applied at first to Conferences of the same town 
or of its immediate locality, has been extended recently 
to country Conferences. The boundary of the jurisdiction 
of the Particular Councils is in such case traced by the 
Council-General at the time of their institution; for this 
demarcation arises no longer from the nature of circum- 
stances, and it varies according to the relations, the prox- 
imity, and the necessities of the Conferences grouped 
together. This innovation is very advantageous, since it 
is "a protection against the dangers of isolation in Confer* 
ences scattered througn the country, whose weakness 



114 



-EXPLANATORY NOTES . 



makes it necessary that they, more than all others, -should 
support one another. 

27. — The Particular Council of a town 
is composed of a Spiritual Director, a Presi- 
dent, Yice-President^ Secretary, and Treas- 
urer, of all the Spiritual Directors, Presi- 
dents, and Yice-Presidents of the Confer- 
ences of the town, and of the Spiritual Di- 
rectors, Presidents^ and; ' Yice-Prefeide^ts of 
Special Works in which all are interested. 

The composition of Particular Councils has been con- 
ceived, as may he readily seen, in ; the double thought 
indicated above, of unity of direction; and of free action of 
the Conferences for their works. Thus, there is at the 
head a Board, the members of which need not be attached 
to any Conference, and which ought necessarily to tend to 
encourage them all in iin equal degree then, besides this 
Board, there are the Presidents and Vice-Presidents of 
each Conference, arid the Presidents and Vice-Presidents 
of the Special Works. All interests, then, are protected 
there, in order that the decisions arrived at may oe ac- 
cepted more freely by all ; all the works are there present, 
in order that the absence of any one may not involuntarily 
cause its interests to be postponed. 

With regard to the sperial yrorks t as the Rule calls 
them, and which it would be more correct to call general 
'works', they are those which, for their full development, 
require the common concurrence of all the Conferences. 
These works alone are represented in the Particular 
Councils, and not the works of this or that Conference 
which have the President of the Conference for their 
natural guardian. 

It is well to note, in passing; J that when the article 
speaks of a Vice^jPresideni, :here as in many other articles, 
. that does not prevent more being named if there be a real 
necessity for them; s6 alsa as to Vice^Secretaries and 
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Vice-Treasurers. Nevertheless, it would be ^yery ,much r 
opposed to the spirit of the Society to itlultiply/beyond 
what is necessary, the number of officers, in order to 
foster self-love and vanity. 

£8.^-The Particular Council is chafed 
| with those works and important measlrres 
which interest all the Conferences; of the 

town.',.' ,r i ^ ; 

This article determines plainly the functions of Particu- 
lar Councils,' Thus, if the matter in question be concern- 
ing U work entirely of detail, or the internal arrangements 
of the relief in a Conference, the Particular , Council has . 
nothing to do with it* since that does not affect all the . 
Conferences of the town. But if, on the contrary, it is a . 
question of regulation, which- concerns the Society at 
large— if it is a measure, the result of which will not be 
confined to the Conferences of tlie town, but may extend 
over all the others, it does not lie, strictly speaking, with 
the Particular Council to come to a decision on the mat- 
ter; it has only to offer advice, leaving it to the Council- 
General to give a definite solution. But, when a question, 
arises upon a measure, that interests all the Conferences of 
the town, and which concerns them only, it is then that 
the action of the Particular Council comes into operation, 
and that it has the right to aidopt positive decisions. 
Without entering into the details of these measures, it is . 
certain that they are of frequent occurrence. Thus, where 
new Conferences, are formed, it; is for the Particular; 
Council to fix their limits. When some important works' 
are proposed, it is for it to decide upon whether there is! 
occasion for them, how they should be proceeded with, . 
etc. When & Conference departs from the rule, it is for 
the Particular Council to remind the Conference of the 
rule, and by its advice to lead back to ^s observance. [ 

• 29,— It^decides on the allocation of the! 
common fund. This fund is maintained by 
all donations _ not made expressly to any of 
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the Conferences, collections made at the 
general meetings of the town, and hj the 
contributions which the Presidents bring to 
the Council in the names of their respective 
Conferences. This fund is intended to meet 
the expenses of the Special Works of the 
town, and to sustain the poorer Conferences. 

The administration of the common funds of the Confer- 
ences is one of the functions of the Particular Council. 
• These funds are destined, as the article says, to meet the 
works of the town and to support the poorer Conferences. 
This destination shows their real utility, and proves how 
valuable they are. Misery never is, in fact, distributed 
N equally among the different quarters of a town, and it 
Xis very right, that the more abundant resources of the 
better-circumstanced Conferences should aid the distress 
of the others. It is one of the most Christian applica- 
tions of the true charity which should animate the mem- 
bers of the Society, and one of the most positive ■ pn ofs 
that they all act but with one heart and one scul. This 
is the place to add that the funds of the Particular 
Council, as well as those of the Conferences, ought al ways 
to be employed upon the works of the Society. " We have 
been asked," says the Circular of December 1st, 1842, "if 
it be permissible to apply some of the funds received as 
donations or through the collections at Conferences, to 
any other charitable purpose than the works specially 
adopted by them, It appeared to us that this ought not 
to be done ; that it would be, first, to misunderstand 
the intentions of the donors ; that, secondly, such a lati- 
tude would have, as a result, to embarrass considerably 
the works which we have undertaken. By wishing to do 
every thing, we would end, in fact, by doing nothing. A 
charitable society, which does not know how to limit it- 
self, is soon exhausted. Because we have selected certain 
works, we have not entered upon an engagement to de- 
vote ourselves to all. Pardon me, Sir and . dear Brother, 
if in this I appear to wish to restrain the effects of your 
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zeal; but we must be wise with soberness, and it is to 
make your efforts more efficacious and more lasting, that 
I hazard these counsels of a prudence which may seem to 
be timid."* 

The- supply of the funds of the Council presented a 
double difficulty : of drawing too much to itself, or of . 

. being insufficient. If the resources of the Conferences 
had Tbeen too much concentrated in the common fuud, 
their zeal in collecting funds would certainly have been 

; diminished. It is, perhaps, a weakness to wish to expend 
by our own hand, or through our Conference, the money 
which we have procured, and to put so much the more ar- 
dor in its collection, as we shall have greater share in its 
distribution • but this weakness is too natural to man that 
it should not be taken into account. If, on the other 
hand, too moderate resources had been destined for it, the 
common fund would have been without an object. It ap- 
pears that the Rule goes safely between these two dangers. 

Thus, every Conference is exclusively proprietor of the 
funds which it receives by weekly collections ; by sub- 
scriptions ; by donations made to it ; by the local re- 
sources which it procures within its own limits, and 
which vary according to local customs. 

The Council centralizes the donations made to the So- 
ciety in the town, and not made to this or that Confer* 
ence, the funds arising from lotteries, general collections 

7 organized not in a single parish, but in the entire town, 
the contributions of honorary members (Art. 55), the col- 
lections made at the general meetings of the town, and 
the. offerings of each Conference. Besides, it is to be re- 
marked that this limitation is necessarily, to a small ex- 
tent, somewhat variable and elastic, and - that, in the spirit 
of the Society, there ought, to be made under this head, 
between the funds of the Council and those of the Con- 
ferences, certain concessions according to the exigencies 
of the occasion. Further, the offerings of each Confer, 
ence are now fixed generally at a certain percentage upon 
their funds. It seemed useless, in fact, to renew a vote 
-upon this matter at every meeting of the Conference. At 
Paris the Conferences vote the tenth of their funds, and 
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this allocation is sufilcient; on- account of their number ;» 
in, other towns, a, different proportion has necessarily been 
adopted. - 

30. — The Spiritual Director, President,, 
Vice-President, Secretary and Treasurer, 
constitute the ordinary Council, to which be- 
longs the direction of the ordinary business. 

Just as in simple Conferences, this council is of great- 
importance; not only, does it prepare the subjects, for de- , 
liberation, and thus shorten, them> but it also expedites a 
crowd of small details, in which the President is very glad 
to receive advice, but which are not worth calling an ex- 
traordinary meeting for. So that nothing is done precipi- 
tately, and, nevertheless, small matters; which are the most - 
numerous, are n,o_t protracted,: indefinitely. This is a very 
important point; for, in works, of charity, if it be of con- 
sequence to dlo them weH, i% is also necessary to do them, 
quickly. 

31. — The President is appointed by the 
Gouncil, with the advice of the Conferences* 
On the first occasion he is appointed by all 
the Conferences together. The President, 
appoints the Presidents and the Vice-Presi- 
dents of Conferences and of Special Works, 
as well as the Tice-President, the Secretary, 
and the Treasurer of the Particular Council, 
taking the adviee of his Council upon all 
those appointments. :• 

This article clearly defines the occasions and the man- 
ner- of nomination of the diSereat officers and memheza-oi- 
the Particular Council, t ,P&e ^quesjbion only has been 
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raised,, viz.* can the Council nominate th President, «/Ver 
getting the advice of the Conferences, bid still cwtrurg tb tliat 
qdvicej— and can the President nominate the officers : ; 
whom he is charged with selecting, after the advice of his _ 
Oouruil, but still contrary to that advice? The Council- - 
General, being consulted upon this point, were of opinion 
that, in principle, the Particular Council, as well as. the 
President, could proceed with the nominations which be- 
long to them; but that, in a work of charity, we roust ad-, 
here less to a cold interpretation of the text, than to. the 
nature of the circumstances. Now, in fact, it is ! certain- 
that a Council could not impose a President upon the- 
Conferences of a town in ^splte' of them, and that a Presl- - 
dent could not impose upon his Council members whom; 
the majority of that Council would formally reject. Here 
charity solves the difficulty, as* also it will prevent its 
being raised ; fur> in order that good may be possible, > 
there must be an intimate union among all and a great; 
danger to the Society would manifest itself upon the day 
when any in it would wish to act in virtue of rights and • 
of prerogatiyes, and not rather through a mild firmness. 

, 32.— The President of the Particular 
Council directs its proceedings, receives and : 
submits propositions, and calls meetings when 
necessary. He presides at the general meet- 
ings of the district. 

The Rule does not define the time of meeting of the 
Particular Councils ; and it could not do so, for what would 
suit in one town is often not expedient in another ; thus, 
at Paris a necessity has beeii felt for the Particular Cbiin- 
cU of the city to assemble every eight days; and these : 
repeated meetings have answered very well.. In other - 
places, on the contrary, fortnightly or monthly meetings 
are amply sufficient. .The necessities of each tqwn must, - 
then, be taken into account ^ but it is desirable that the 
meetings should not be held at a greater interval than a . 
month, since a Council, to be real^ must be active. ■ •, . ~ 
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' 33.— The Secretary prepares the minutes of 
the meetings of the Council. He keeps a 
register of the names, Christian names, pro- 
fessions, and residences of the members of 
all the Conferences of the town, with the 
dates of their admission, and the names of 
their proposers. He also registers the native 
places of those who have not a fixed domi- 
cile in the town. 

The points of detail winch the 33d Article enumerates 
©Tight to be carefully observed; and experience has 
proved that none of these particulars are superfluous. Sec- 
retaries of Particular Councils ousrht, then, to endeavor 
to take care of this matter, as should Secretaries of Con- 
ferences apply themselves to keeping up the lists of mem- 
bers and those of the poor. 

' 34.— The Treasurer has charge of the (com- 
mon fund of the town. 

It follows that it is to the Council that he accounts. It 
is well that, as in the Conferences, these accounts should 
be audited yearly. 

35.— The Conferences are represented in 
the Particular Coixncil by their Spiritual Di- 
rectors, Presidents, and Vice-Presidents. 
The Spiritual Director^ Presidents, and Vice- 
Presidents of Special Works appear there to 
watch over the interests of those works. 
Each makes reports wheii invited to do so 
by the President of the Council 
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There is nothing to point out here but the final ar- 
rangement in this article, and to insist upon the useful- 
ness of Reports beitig made frequently to the Council up- 
on the state of the Conferences and of the works. These 
reports/ although they ought always to be made in a 
simple style, yet keep interest heartily alive; they pre- 
vent meetings from being dull or monotonous; they 
afford the occasion to Councils to probe to the quick the 
Conferences and the works of the town, to give advice, 
to rectify usages that are defective, to extend such as are 
useful, and thus to form, by the force of example alone, a 
unity ; of heart and of mind among the different Con- 
ferences. 



CHAPTER III. 

THE COUNCIL-GENERAL. 

36. — The Council-General is composed of 
a President, Vice-President, Secretary, Treas- 
urer, and of several Councillors. 

37. — The Council-General is the bond of 
all the Conferences— it maintains the unity 
of the Society. It labors for whatever can pro- 
mote its prosperity. In this respect it adopts 
the course which it. judges most useful. 

The Council-General is the centre of the entire Society. 
It aggregates Conferences, institutes the Councils' of differ- 
ent degrees, fixes their limi[ts, pronounces, if there i>e oc- 
casion, and in serious cases, the dissolution of Conferences 
arid of Councils, adopts general decisions which extend to 
the whole Society, interprets . or modifies the General 
Rule, as occasions arise, and directs all the Conferences 
by its correspondence; its circulars, and the Bulletin. Its 
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existence goes back to the origin of the Society; so soon 
as there were several Conferences ; and its action haa- 
been successively developed according as the jgeneral in- 
terests of the work have increased and have become of, 
greater importance. The Circular of December, 1 83 1 - 
(pages 215 to 217 of the Manual), gives the history of it. 
The Rule devotes a chapter to its organization. [See, 
with regard to the enumeration of the officers, the re- 
mark inserted at Article 2Y.] 

38. — It decides upon the allocation of the 
central fiuid. This fund is maintained by 
donations made to the Society, by collections 
made at the general" meetings of the Society, 
and by contributions, from the Conferences 
and Councils towards the geheral expenses 
of the Society. 

Notwithstanding the strictest economy, it is not possi- 
ble that the Society should not have some general ex- 
penses; every individual Conference, every Council, nec-' 
essarily has some; the Council-General, charged with- 
representing the whole Society, with corresponding with 
its different branches sprea d all over the world, so to 
speak, could not escape this obligation, and, of course, feels 
it in a still stronger degree. Whence the creation of a^ 
central treasury; but it is of the very essence of our work 
to restrain these expenses to what is strictly necessary, to 
do everything with simplicity, and, consequently, with 
economy, and to be sacredly avaricious of the money of 
the poor in respect to everything which does not go di- 
rectly to their relief. The spirit of the Society would be 
deeply injured, and its success, perhaps; be compromised, 
on the day when these habits would be deviated from. 

The 38th Article places the annual offerings of each 
Conference and of each Council among the' resources of; 
the treasury of the Council-General. It is but just thatf 
the Conferences of Paris should not bear alone such ex- 
penses as relate to. the whole Society, and that each Con* 



ON THE. GffiJJE$Al4 RULE. 



123 



ference, having its share in the .general expenditure, 
should have its share, top, in the means of providing for 
it. Some Conferences have of themselves decided that 
they would. adopt,~as the base of their annual contribu- 
tio^ r th$ receipts; but, whatever 

may be the gratitude of the Council-General for . that de- 
cision, on this subject nothing is prescribed by the Rule, 
nor even demanded by the. Council-General : these gifts 
are entirely optional, and it appears that the more they 
are spontaneous, the more valuable they become. 

Moreover, the purpose of the treasury of th i e ! Council- 
General is not merely to defray the expenses of corre- 
spondence and of administration. It ought, especially , to 
come to the aid of poor Conferences, for which temporary 
assistance is eminently useluL Every year the Council- 
General allocates grants, which are unfortunately insuffi- 
cient, either to Conferences which are organized in poor 
localities, and to which a small remittance of money is a 
valuable encouragement, or to those which, some time in 
existence, are assailed by greater necessity. Thus, many 
Conferences have been supported, upheld, preserved, per- 
haps, from the inefficiency into which they were about to 
fall. Alone, they would Have succumbed; but, feeling 
themselves sustained, they have- regained courage, and 
they have imparted it to the poor whom they relieved, 
■and to the rich who could give them co-operation. 

But occasions arise of so serious a nature, that the treas* 
ury of the Council-General,; which is always very incon- 
siderable, cannot succeed in affording a remedy for them* 
Thus, after the inundations of the Rhone and of the Loire, 
during the famine in Ireland and that in German Lor- 
raine, the wretchedness became of such proportions that 
the united efforts of all the Conferences were required to 
bring some remedy for the evil. In such circumstances 
the Council-General first gives its own little contribution, 
and then makes an appeal to the Conferences— either a 
general appeal, if the misery be excessive, or one limited 
to certain countries, if the misery be confined within, a 
certain radius. There ia cause to thank our good God for 
the result of these appeals^ 1 for 1 they have always been re- 
ceived in the most charitable and most fraternal manner. 

Finally, these general calls made upon the (Conferences 
should be confined, to very rare cases \ for these excep* 
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tional means can be had recourse to profitably only so 
long as they are used with extreme discretion. Further, 
they ought to be made by the CouncilrGeneral only. Oth- 
erwise, there would no longer be any- regularity, as to 
them, and each being judge of the occasion of the calls, 
the result of this would be such a multiplicity of them 
that irregularity would ensue. • I 
The consequence of this is (and perhaps it is not useless 
to recall it to mind), that no Conference ought, of its o a n 
accord and by itself, to transmit lottery tickets, circulars 
for subscriptions, requests for money, to the Conferences 
at large. In the district of a Particular, Central, or Su- 
perior Council, it can be done, within that circumscription, 
with the assent of that Council ; but, outside that circum- 
scription, a general application can be madty only through 
the intervention of the Council-General. This is at once 
the way to make important subscriptions succeed, and. to 
prevent those being attempted which are not of that 
natur . ,. 

39. — The members of the Council-General 
are nominated by the President, with the ad- 
vice of the Councf 

According to an old custom, confirmed by a decision of 
the Council-General, under date of November 24th, 1851, 
it is for the Council-General to decide if there be occasion 
to nominate new members. When that decision is in the 
affirmative, the President-General, after haying taken the 
advice of the Council, nominates the new members of the 
Council. (See on this subject the commentary given up- 
on Article 31. The same principles are applicable here.) 

No figure has been fixed for the number of members of 
the Council, since the necessity may vary according to 
circumstances, and with the increase of the Society it 
may be useful to call upon more 5 fellow- wo 
according to the spirit of the Rule, no more than the num- 
ber of members that is really necessary should be intro- 
duced into the Council. It:; has : always appeared 5 that 
these duties ought to be active, and not simply honorary, 
and th at, if the members were too numerous, it would be 
less easy to preserve the necessary unity of purpose and 
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of direction. In fect, the number of the members of the 
Council-General has= been, for many years, between 
twenty and twenty-five. 

The members of the Council-General are chosen, as a 
general rule, from among the Presidents or members of 
Conferences who have rendered most services to the 
Society, and who can devote most time and intelligence 
to the general interests; yet the Council-General has 
always reserved to itself the liberty of calling into its 
body persons remarkable by reason of their pjefy and 
their love of good works, persons who honor our work by 
coming to give their co-operation to it. But, it should be 
understood, that such a case ought to be a very rare ex- 
ception, being caused by circumstances and by the quali- 
ties of the future members of the Council. 

40.— When a President^Gerieral of the So- 
ciety is to be nominated, the Council-General 
is convened , by the Vice-President. This 
meeting is preparatory, its sole business be- 
ing to deliberate as to the person who may 
be considered eligible for the office. If the 
f ormer President be K virig, he is requested 
to designate some person whom he thinks 
it would be proper to select. 

When the Council has deliberated upon 
one or more names, it adjourns for two 
months. In the interval, the proceedings of 
this preparatory meeting are made known to 
the Presidents of the Particular Councils, 
who consult- their colleagues, and to the Pres- 
idents of thes C^ consult their 
respective Councils, or even the Conferences 
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over whieh they -preside^ all the" Presidents 
transmit their opinions to the CounciUGen- 
eral, and, according to those opinions, : the 
Conncil-General makes the election ; an ex- 
act minute of which is recorded; While the 
election is pending, all the members of the 
Society offer up, either in private or in their 
meetings, as a special prayer to God, the 
Yerii Creator, that His spirit may enlighten: 
them in the choice they are at)ont to ..Blake* 

The article indicates sufficiently the mode of election of 
the President-General, and there is no necessity for going 
into details. The important point is, to remind the Con-, 
ferences of the necessity for prayer while that selection is 
being carried out ; for that election is always a serious 
event in the Society, and the grace of God cannot be toa 
much implored that a choice beneficial to the work may 
be made, and that the candidate nominated may be worthy 
of the laborious charge to which he is called. 

41. — The President-General convokes ex- 
traordinary meetings, and presides both in 
the Council-General and in all general meet- 
ings. 1 

42. — The Secretary-General keeps a regis-? 
ter of the names, Christian names, profes- 
sions, residences, and dates of admission of 
the members ; also of the officers of the? 
Councils or Conferences, and! of the places, 
days, and honrs of their meetings; He pre 7 
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j&res the . minutes of : the meetings of the 
Council-General, _ and of general meetings. 
He draws up an Annual report on the state of 
the works of i the Society. He is charged 
with the general correspondence with the 
Presidents or. Secretaries of the several 
Councils or Conferences. He keeps the 
archives of the Society. 

■v.- Of course, the members, of whom the Secretary-General 
keeps the list, are those of the Conferences in Paris; a 
General Register of all the members of the Society would 
be actually impossible, and it has never been thought of. 

It should be mentioned that the correspondence ought 
to be arranged with the" PresidentGeneral, or the Vice- 
President s-General, delegated for that duty : the custom 
has, moreover : been introduced, that all. the letters written 
in the name of the Council-General should be signed by 
two members, in order that nothing contrary to the spirit 
or to the usages of the Society should, through mistake, 
find its way into them. 

: 43.— The Treasurer-General has charge oi 
the funds. He keeps a regular account of 
the reqeipts and disbursements, and submits 
his accounts to the Council-General. 

44.— If the PresidentrGeneral himself can- 
not preside at the Council of Paris, he ap- 
points a member of the Council-General to 
do so. He ^so, r^ythe recommendation of 
the Secretary-General^ appoints several mem- 
bers of the Council-General to the office of 
Vice-Secretaries. 
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Article 44 lays down a useful principle* one applicable 
in all cases where two Councils— as a General Council 
and Particular Council, an Upper Council and a Particular 
Council, a Central Council and a Particular. Council* etc., 
— are together in the same town ; namely, that a member : 
of the Council, which is the highest in authority— either 
the President or a member delegated ad lwc by the Pres. 
ident — should always be the one to preside in the, Council 
of lower rank. Undoubtedly, bickerings and discussions 
about pre-eminence are little to be apprehended in an , as- 
semblage for charitable purposes ; but it would be sp dis* 
agreeable to have them raised that they must be avoided 
as much as possible,. and the concentration of the Presi- 
dentship of the two Councils in the same person is one of 
the most effectual means of preventing discussions an4 
chances of offense being taken. 



CHAPTER IV. 

GENERAL MEETINGS. 

Something has been said already of General Meetings 
and of their utility —this is the time to study their spirit 
and details more closely. 

General meetings are the assembling together of .many 
Conferences, where several of them exist in the same 
town, or even the assembling together of the active arid 
honorary members of the sole Conference of a town. This 
point deserves to be well determined; for many times 
some Isolated Conferences have thought that they could 
not hold general meetings unless by uniting, themselves 
to some Conferences of the neighboring localities, and 
that it would be impossible for them to hold general meek 
ings by themselves alone. This notion is quite opposed to 
the practice of the Society, which regard^ as a general 
meeting, every more formal assembly, where, in the pres- 
ence of the members, both active and' honorary, and of 
the benefactors of the Conference, an account is given of 
the good carried out, and of that which, is contemplated. 
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Ifc would, moreover, be very unfortunate that it should be 
so ; for, by omitting the general meeting, the Mass of the 
festival days 'Would, perhaps, be omitted, the members 
would cease to meet for the purpose of praying together, 
' so as to warm each other in piety ; or, at least, if they 
did not give up the pious meetings, they would lose the 
Plenary Indulgences of the four Festivals of the Society, 
which cannot be obtained but upon the double condition 
of communion and of assisting at the general meeting 
(Brief of January 10th, 1845).— (See the Circular of No- 
vember 1st, 1849, pages 351 to 353 of the Manual.) 

Now, it is beyond doubt that holding the four meetings 
presents some difficulties in small towns; that it is not 
easy to collect together four times a year some members 
of the> clergy; some persons strangers to the daily works 
of the Conferences, in order to occupy them with results 
of little consequence; for this reason the Council-General 
has not ceased, for many years past, to recommend to 
neighboring Conferences to mate arrangements for hold- 
iug general meetings in common; sometimes in one town, 
sometimes in another ; it is partly for this reason, also, 
that it insists upon the organization of Central Councils 
by means oi which this part of our Rule can be more easily 
put into operation,! 

General meetings are, in fact, very useful for reviving 
zeal; they interest the honorary members arid the bene- 
factors in the work sustained by their co-operation ; they 
afford the opportunity of speaking to them of the poor, 
and of obtaining for the' poor more powerful assistance ; 
tiiey f6rm, too, for the active members an occasion for 
reviewing the, whole of their worts, and of seeing how 
they could be improved. In every point of view they are, 
then, useful, and, in . towns where there are many Confer- 
ences, they are necessary in order to keep up mutual re- 
lations. Yet care must be taken that they do not degen- 
erate into mere formal meetings, and be made an occasion 
for speeches; and eloquent that they rernain 

what th ey ought always to be, a family meeting, some. 
\f hat more numerous than is usual, but ever humble, 
Christian, and full of simplicity. 

The .[Cb^^^.^^V^''' bas been often asked if ladies 
ought to be ihyited; to tlie general meetinsrs. Notwith- 
standing local reasons which have a certain weight, the 
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GounciUGreneral has always answered in; the negative, 
since, to this step, which would be free from obstacles in 
some towns, there may be some objections in other more 
considerable places, and, the precedent once established, 
it would be difficult not to allow it to extend itself con- 
tinually, even until it Would beebme the'rule. 

45.— General meetings are held every 
, year, on the 8th , of December, the feast of 
the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed 
Virgin ; on the first - Sunday of Lent ; 
on the Sunday of the : Good Shepherd 
(the anniversary of the translation of 
the relics of Saint Yihcent , de Paul) : * and 
on the 19th of July, the Feast of our pat- 
ron Saint.f The President is empowered, 
moreover, to call extraordinary general meet- 
ings- 

The dates fixed by the rule for the general meetings 
ought to be scrupulously /observed-; and it would be very 
much to be regretted if Isolated Conferences believed they 
could alter them. Is it not, in fact, touching to think that 
at the same periods all the membersot the Society o< St. 
Vincent de Paul are assembled, tp speak of God, of their 
poor, ; and of their own satictification ? Are- there not 
graces attached to this simultaneousness of prayers and 
of action ? Yet it should be i observed' that the days in- 
dicated ar e . not imperatively ^ reqtiired by the Brief of 
January 10th, 1845, which allows some days latitude for 
holding the general meetings, so as to gain the indul- 
gence: atque cmtui generoli : iftii j^celiemppribvs hahetur 
interfufrink It would, in fact, often be difficult to hold 
the meeting actually on the apppi9ted day v - v t 

"Which is the second Sunday after Easter.- ' 
f See note to article 5?, 
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46.— The general meetings, like the Con- 
ferences, open with prayer and pions read- 
ing- '■)• 

It is very useftil to observe this arrangement^ and it 
should never be departed from, on any pretext, lest the 
general meetings may Jose the mark of a Christian as- 
sembly. With this motive, the Council-General has always 
been of opinion, that, if it is often useful to invite persons 
who are strangers to the Society, whether fi >r the purpose ' 
of removing some prejudices, or of obtaining their co- 
operation, the prayer and pious redding should ne ver, out 
or' consideration to them, • be omitted. If those persons 
have the misfortune of being such indifferent C hristians 
as to be annoyed at thisibeing done, at is much better not 
to invite them. It is of little consequence that our meet- 
ings should be brilliant; but it is of very great con- 
sequence that they, should preserve their religious 
character. 

47-— The Secretary, having first read the 
minutes of the preceding meeting, calls 
aloud the members admitted- into the differ- 
j erit C onf erences since the last general meet- 
ing, and whose names have been remitted to 
him for this purpose by the different Presi- 
dents. Those members rise— the Secretary 
presents them to the Society, and the 
President, who addresses them in a few 
Words. . : . 

^The-fictaal'pr<@sehtadQn-of the members to the meeting 
and to the President, has become almost impossible in 
practice at pretty numerous general meetings. Disorder 
and confusion would result from carrying it out. But, 
when the meeting is not very great, it is well to keep to 
this custom, which is a good proof of the spirit of broth- 
erhood, and which is very old. 
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48. — The Presidents of Conferences report 
on the state of their Conferences. A sum- 
mary abstract of each report, containing the 
changes of members and of poor, families, 
the total receipts, with the amount and 
items of the expenditure, is deposited in the 
hands of the Secretary, 

This article cannot now be followed literally, except at 
general meetings where few Conferences come together; 
it would, in fact, be impossible that ten or twelve Presi- 
dents, sometimes even forty or fifty, Bhould come forward 
in succession to give accounts of the works of their Con- 
ferences ; it ia then necessary that they should forward 
to the Secretary their notes upon the material points and 
that the latter, either himself or through another member, 
should draw up a complete statement. 

Further, whatever may be the form of the report, an 
essential point is that it should contain edifying facts, of 
a nature to excite zeal, and, above all, that it should not 
be a panegyric of the Society. The praises, which a work 
receives outside, are often the cause of great danger to 
it; but the panegyrics, which it pronounces on itself, are 
proof that the Christian spirit has departed from it. 

49- — The Secretary then reads letters 
from those Conferences which have not been 
able to send a representative to the meeting. 
He also reads extracts from any other letters 
which may interest the Society. 

50. — The President then announces the 
measures taken by the Council of Direction 
for the good of the Society, and, if necessary^ 
solicits the advice of the meeting. - 
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The last part of the article is entirely optional, as the 
expression " if necessary" shows. In fact, general meet- 
ings having become very numerous, it would be difficult 
now to take their . opinions, in the large towns more es- 
pecially,! 

51. — -The President, or any member of the 
Society invited by him, addresses the meet- 
ing in a few words of Christian and charita- 
ble exhortation. 

The address here referred to and which occurs, some- 
times at the commencement, sometimes at the close of the 
meetings, should be short, simple, and practical. It should 
not be either a theoretical discussion, since such matter is 
not the purpose of the Society ; or a sermon, since that 
would be misplaced in the mouth of a layman. But, if it 
is made so as to present the special wants of the Society, 
if it points out carefully the difficulties to avoid in 
this or that work, if it excites to zeal and to devotion, 
it may really contribute to the charitable life of the 
Conferences. 

The Society considers itself fortunate 
when persons eminent for their character, 
their virtue, and their knowledge, are good 
enough to be present upon the invitation of 
the President at the general meeting, and to 
close it with some edifying remarks. 

The general meetings are, as much as possible, held 
under the presidency of a bishop or parish priest, or of 
a clergyman remarkable for his piety and virtues. It is an 
honor and a happiness for the disciples of St. Vincent de 
Paul to be able to relate their feeble labors to their 
fathers in the faith and their guides in Christian works; 
and^ when, against their will,, they are deprived of such 
presence, their meetings lose the greatest part of their 
charm and of their interest. - : ; : • 
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The rule is, and this rule justifies itself top well to Deed 
having it insisted upon, that the places of honor at the 
.meeting belong, of right, to the clergy, and that the lay- 
President does no more than \ direct the arrangement of 
the meeting. It is to their lordships the bishops, when 
they are so good as to come among us, or to the priests, 
whom they select as their substitutes, that the ^first places, 
above the lay Council, belong. This is a testimony, a very 
trifling, but a very legitimate one, which Christians owe 
to the ministers of God, and which should never be for- 
gotten. — (See the Circular of May 31st, 1846, pages 291, 
Ac, of the Manual.) 

52. — After the collection and usual pray- 
ers, the meeting closes. 



CHAPTER Y. 

THE DIFFERENT MEMBERS OF THE SOCIETY. 

53. — Besides its active members, the So- 
ciety has corresponding members, honorary 
members, and subscribers. 

Another category of members has, for many years past, 
been added to those stated in the Pule : this is that of the 
Aspirant Members. These members are chosen among 
young men under^ eighteen years !-6f age ; sometimes they 
are joined to ordinary CoDferencesV^whpse labors they 
take part in under the Erection of the elder m^ 
sometimes they are sufficiently numerous to beorganized 
into Special Conferences, either. in Catechism classes for 
adults ( Catechismes de perseverance), ;or in Christian Col- 
leges or Seminaries. This instituticn, whatever may be 
the mode adopted, is very valuable; besides that it gives 
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. useful auxiliaries to the Conferences, and provides for re- 
cruiting them among young people gro wing up, it trains 
the young to the spirit of charity and of zeal, and suggests 
to them the very natural desire of becoming active mem- 
bers of Conferences when they shall have arrived at the 
age to do so. The Brief of ; January 10th, 1845, makes 
aspirant members participators in the Indulgences of the 
Society, and the Council-General has published a special 
instruction for the Conferences of Colleges and Institu- 
tions— (See the Bulletin for May, 1853, page 182, and 
the following pages.) 

member, changing his residence 
and going to a place where there is no Con- 
ference of Saint Yincent de Paul, does not 
thereby cease to belong to the Society ; — he 
becomes a Corresponding Member ; he puts 
himself in communication with the Confer- 
ence or Conferences of the town of his dio- 
cese nearest to his residence, and corresponds 
with the Secretary of the Council or of the 
Conference of that town. Should there be 
no Conference in his diocese, he corresponds 
with the Secretary-General. 

The Circular of November 1 st, 1 849, comments upon 
this article as follows (pages 357 and 358 of the Manual) : 

" It is time to turh this a^icle; hitherto a dead letter, so 
to speak* into actu^practicei 1 But the great difficulty con- 
sists in dramtig closely together the relations between the 
corresponding members and the Conferences; and in giv- 
mg something to do to those members as well as to the Con- 
ferences; in r drder to keep up r the relations when once they 
have been opened* ' if every isolated member com- 
municated, as the Rule 5 points out, with the Conference of 
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his diocese (or, in countries where that organization ex- 
ists, -with the Upper or the Central Council) ; if he were re- 
ceived in the capacity oi corresponding member, if he sent 
his offering to it regularly, and received in return the 
funds necessary for succoring in the name of the Confer- 
. ence, th e poor o f the locality where he is : living ; if he 
transmitted, at certain periods, a report upon the families 
— upon their moral and material condition — much advan- 
tage would result from it to all parties : in the first place, 
to the corresponding members, who, in this organization, 
would recover the incentive of association, of which they 
were deprived, and in this way Would escape from the 
isolation in which they were in regard to the Society ; to 
the Conferences in the neighborhood, who would have the 
germ of a body of devoted members ready to dispose of, 
through the country, lottery tickets and collection circu- 
lars, to circulate reports, almanacs, and good books; to 
the entire Society, which, by becoming better known, 
would spread itself more easily in a great number of small 
towns, of extensive hamlets, and even of villages ; in fine, 
to the poor in the country, who would receive some ad- 
ditional succor, and, what is more important, would ob- 
tain some more persons to serve them. 

" If this plan be not adopted, there is a more simple way 
of arriving at the same end,, but a less perfect one, as it 
seems to me. You have doubtless remarked, Sir and dear 
Brother, in the Brief of January 10th, 1845, a very strik- 
ing arrangement: the per mission aQcorded to isolated mem- 
bers of gaining the Indulgences granted to Conferences, 
upon the condition of accomplishing, so far as in their 
power, the ordinary works of the Society. Each one then 
is stimulated to devote himself to the task: the Common 
Father of the faithful invites us to it; urges us himself to 
it, and points out to us the way. Now, if every isolated 
member, during the leisure of the "vacation, followed this 
valuable direction, how much good there would result for 
himself, and for the poor who were about him 1 Let us 
multiply, only by two poor people who had received as- 
sistance, the number of our brothers who, every year, 
leave us to settle themselves in the country, or who spend 
there some months, even some weeks, and we shall be 
surprised at the blessed harvest which it will be given us 
to gather in." 
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He receives, every year, a report on the 
works of the Society, and maintains with it 
a communion both of prayers and good 
works, by doing whatever works of charity 
he can, and by advancing the interests of 
the Society whenever he has an oppor- 
tunity. 

" In a word, is it desired, Sir and dear Brother, that 
these works, isolated indeed, but which, if my appeal were 
heard^ would not be without their importance, should 
propagate and last ? One precaution. is necessary, namely, 
to maintain between the Society and the corresponding 
members, constant relations, such as Article 54 of the. 
Eule points out. The Bulletin of the Society, moreover, 
affords greater facilities for these relations now than at 
the commencement of our Conferences ; following each of 
us into his own home, it comes at certain and frequent 
periods to point out the progress of Conferences, to indi- 
cate to us the dangers to shun, the examples to follow, 
and thus it may contribute to connect with our charita- 
ble proceedings the members whom distance separates 
from us. 

"The hope of seeing these members become the most 
assi duous readers of it, has even been one of the m otives 
to make us undertake this laborious work."* 

55,— Honorary Members do not assist at 
the ordinary meetings of the Conferences, 
They are invited, like the ordinary members, 
to all other meetings. They are to send ev- 
ery year a special contribution to the Treas- 
urer of the Council or Conference of their 
town. ; 



'* Pages 359 and 360 of the Manual. 



138 



EXPLANATORY NOTES 



As a general rule, the honorary members do not assist 
at the ordinary meetings of the Conferences; for there 
would then be cause to ask ourselves why they, taking 
part in the weekly meetings, should withdraw themselves 
from the labors of their brothers ; yet, whenever they de- 
sire to assist at the meetings, it has ne ver been in the 
spirit of the Society to refuse them admission, since then 
there is room to hope that they will gain a taste for our 
works, and will wish to devote themselves to them. But, 
on the one hand, this cannot be the general rule, and, on. 
the other, it is to be remarked that, whenever they are 
admitted to the ordinary meetings, they are not to have 
a deliberative voice. To act otherwise would often be to 
leave the decision of questions of grave interest to the 
Conferences, to persons who are not so versed in all their 
details, as to possess the spirit of them so well as the ac- 
tive members. 

But, if the presence of honorary members at the ordi- 
nary meetings of the Conferences be not the Rule, on the 
contrary, their being summoned, as well to the general 
meeting, as to the Masses and pious ceremonies of the 
Conferences, such as sermons, retreats, etc., is decidedly 
the rule. 

Differently from the active members, who bestow their 
donations upon their Conferences under the form of secret 
collections, honorary members are obliged, by force of 
circumstances, to transmit their offerings in the form of 
nxed subscriptions. The Rule does not state that their 
subscription should be the same for every one, nor do the 
Briefs of Indulgences bear this meaning. 

In a town where there is a Particular Council, the 
Rule decides that the offerings of the honorary members 
should be handed over to that Council. This is a mode of 
creating funds for it, and thence establishing among . the 
Conferences a sort of equality for the distribution of aid, 
notwithstanding the inequality of misery. 

The forms of admission are the same for 
ordinary and honorary members ; when sev- 
eral Conferences are established in a town, 
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honorary members are admitted by the Par- 
ticular Council. 

This point is of very great importance, and, unfortu- 
nately, it is very little observed : at one time honorary 
members are confounded with subscribers, and no more is 
required of them , than an alms, more or less large, without 
any consideration being given to their religious habits ; at 
another time, the denomination of " honorary 99 is given to 
active members who have been along time without com- 
ing to the Conference, and yet whose names there is some 
hesitation about erasing. Sometimes even ladies have 
been enrolled as . h onorary members. All these customs 
are .cqntrary to the Rule, and ought to be entirely laid 
aside ; for, the honorary members are actually members of 
the Society, according to the terms of the Rule. When 
they wish to become active members, it is very difficult 
as a matter of fact, if not perhaps as a matter of right, to 
refuse it to them ; they assist at the feasts, at the Masses, 
at the general meetings of the Conferences ; they are en- 
titled to very extensive Indulgences; whence the conse- 
quence isi that, to be aidmitted, they ought to be within the 
conditions which the Society imposes on its active mem- 
bers; otherwise there would be too great a difference be- 
tween those two categories of members ; and, if the one 
• were practical Christians, and the others persons who give 
little attention to things of a religious character, would 
there not be reason to fear that, in the end, the spirit of the 
Conferences would grow cold, as a result of this very dis- 
similarity, and that, perhaps, the active members might 
wish to show too great deference towards the honorary 
members ? 

Besides the honorary members, there is another cate- 
gory of members which the Rule does not mention, but 
which the Circular of May Sistj.1846 (Mutual t pages 231 
and 292) informs us of under the name of members of 
honor (membrts <Thonne*ir) : they are the clergy, who de- 
sire to honor the (conferences, by; the insertion of their 
names upon our roll, and whom it seems to be much mora 
respectful to designate under the title of members of 
honor (membres dfhonneur), than under that of honorary 
members. „„ . 
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56. — Every Conference may have, more- 
over, simple subscribers — they are not memr 
bers of the Society, but are entitled,; as bene- 
factors, to its prayers. 

This article diminishes the last objections which might 
remain against the decision of the preceding article upon 
the conditions required for honorary members ; for itj 
points out the modes of making useM to the poor the 
generosity of those persons, men or women, who wish to 
bestow their alms upon the Conferences, and who, either 
because they do not fulfill the religious conditions, or by 
reason of their sex, cannot, according to the Rule, be ad- 
mitted as honorary members. Subscribers, not being 
members of the Society, can be received from among per- 
sons of every religious opinion, and this latitude cannot 
lead to any inconvenience. , 

Many Conferences turn to use, in a way which is very 
profitable to the poor, the zeal of lady benefactresses, 
either as collectors, or for the wardrobe, or the employ- 
ment of the poor, or for some works with which the Con- 
ferences cannot engage themselves in a direct manner. 
Such zeal deserves to be imitated. 



CHAPTER VI. 

THE FESTIVALS OF THE SOCIETY. 

57.— The Society celeVates the Feast of 
the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed 
Yirgin and the feast of St. "Vincent de Paul, 
its patron. The Conferences assist in a 
body at Mass, on the 8th of December and 
19th of July, and also on the anniversary of 
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the translation of the relics of St. Vincent 
do Paul * 

According to the Brief of January 10th, 1845, the festi- 
vals should be celebrated on the very day of the Immacu- 
late Conception of the Blessed Virgin, the 8th of Decem- 
ber, and on that of the Feast of St. Vincent de Paul, the 
19th of July. If the day were changed, the Indulgences 
could no longer be obtained. As actual difficulties often 
arose, as to Conferences, and particularly those m the 
country, fulfilling these conditions, the result unhappily 
was that a great number of Conferences 4 were deprived of 
the Indulgences which the Common Father of the Faith- 
ful has dispensed to us with so great liberality. To rem- 
edy this inconvenience, the Council-General has solicited 
of the Sovereign Pontiff a modification of the Brief of the 
10th of January, 1845, and the extension of these precious 
favors, which it has obtained by a third Brief, bearing 
date the 18th of March, 1853, is as follows: 

1st. The plenary indulgences, granted by the Brief of the 
10th of January* 1845; for the 8th of December, can be 
obtained at the Masses specially celebrated for. the Soci- 
ety, either on the very day of the Feast of the Immacu- 
late Conception, or on the day to which it is transferred 
in the diocese. 

2d. The Plenary Indulgence granted by the Brief of 
the 10th of January, 1845, for the Feast of St. Vincent de 
Paul, can be obtained either on the 19th of July, or dur- 
ing the seven days which follow it, 

Sd. At Paris, the Indulgence for the Feast of St. Vin- 
cent de Paul can be obtained at the Masses of the Laza- 
'.rist Fathers, even if it be not celebrated for the Society. 

On these days the members pray for the 
prosperity of the Catholic Church, for the in- 
crease of charity among men, and to draw 
down the blessings of God on the work in 



* Which is the Second Sunday after Easter. 
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which they are associated. Should any mem- 
ber be absent from the locality, or otherwise 
prevented f rota attending^ he assists in spirit, 
at least, with his brethren, and prays for them 
as they pray for him. 

The observance of the festivals of the Society is one of 
the obligations with which we ought to be most deeply 
impressed. How, in fact, can th e members of Conferences 
hope to see their labors prosper, if. they do not be- 
Deech God to bless them, and what more powerful means 
of obtaining this blessing is there, than to ask it all in 
common, united by the same prayer and the same faith, at 
the foot cf the same altars ? Besides, how is it possible to 
make up for the union of, hearts, which is the result of 
these pious practices and one of their most precious re- 
sults ? W ithout the festivals of the Society, the ties, which 
mutually bind the Conferences together be very 

quickly loosened, and the material mean s/which have beea 
pointed out many times already, would soon become use- 
less for the want of spiritual means, those blessed by the 
Church. It is, therefore, of the very highest importance 
that every Conference, and that in every Conference every 
member, observe the four festivals of the Society as scru- 
pulously as is possible; for we are not afraid of asserting 
that a member, however zealous, however Christian-like 
he may in other respects be, does not possess the true 
spirit of the Society, if he voluntarily neglects to observe 
its feasts, and that a Conference, which falls into this 
danger, sees in a short time the spirit of St. Yincent de 
Paul grow weaker, and become extinct within it. 

58. — The day after the general meeting in 
Lent,* all the members of the Society assist 



* Which has been changed to the first Sunday in Lent. 
See Brief of Pope Pius IX, September 13th, 1859. See, 
also, page 56, above. 
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in a body at the Requiem Mass, which is 
offered in the town for the repose of the 
souls of the deceased members of the So- 
ciety. 

I The religious care of the dead is one of the conditions 
3 of the existence of a lasting work, and, in Christianity, it ia 
* so rigorous a duty, that, to omit it. is in some sort to fail 
in one of tBe principal obligations of the Christian' life. 
Accordingly, the Rule has expressly recommended it; and, 
accordingly, the usage has since been established, over and 
above, of reciting, during the meeting of the Conference, 
the J)e Profundis for the members lately deceased, and of 
having Mass celebrated for the repuse of their souls. 
Some Conferences, not content with the aniversary of 
the first Monday in Lent, add to it that of the Commem- 
oration of the dead, the Brief of the 10th of January, 
1845, recompenses by a special Indulgence the act of 
assisting at Masses for the deceased members. 

OBSERVATION. 

59.- — If one of the preceding rules impose 
an obligation of conscience, but the Society 
'relies for their fulfillment on the zeal of its 
members, and their love of God and their 
neighbors. 
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• I'' BEGrtTLATIONS 

/" .'.FOB, THE ' ';■ " [ 

UPPER COUNCILS. 



(Extracts from tha Bidletin of the 1st of May, I860;) 

Eor many years the really providential spread of the So- 
ciety has, in the countries situated ontside France, ren- 
dered an institution necessary, which our first rules did not 
anticipate, namely/ that of Councils ^tvarged- with the 
direction of the Conferences of an entire country; and con- 
stituted as i ntermediate between, the Council^General, the 
centre of all the Society, and the Conferences separated 
from it by distance,. language ^ dnii local customs. ' ; 

This institution, self- begotten, so to spealr;, has become 
happily extended, and has contributed, by its develop- 
ment, to the progress of our work in foreign countries, 
where otherwise it would have penetrated with difficulty, 
and where particularly it would have sustained itself with 
still greater difficulty. K their turn, 'England, Ireland, 
Belgium, Holland, Rhenish Prussia, ^ilesia^ Mexicby Can- 
ada, have seen such Councils . establish ed wittii h : their 
bosom ; and, as a result of this organization, the Confer- 
ences of those different countries have been formed With 
greater facility in a common, spirit; an d have been multi- 
plied in a niore i'dpitl mannerV " Experience was then con- 
clusive, and the moment' came for incorporating into 
our written rules a . collection of regulations Applicable to 
these Councils: these form ; arrangements ^ which, without 
infringing upon usages, al ready venerable in 1 some portions 
of the Society, and confirmed moreover 1 by the Council- 
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General, without being even a code, invariable and abso- 
lute for the future, yet may serve as a guide and as a mode'i 
for Councils as they are successively formed. ; 

With this idea the Council-General has drawn up a 
series of articles in addition to the Rule ; tut, before adopt- 
ing them in a definitive manner, it desired to receive in- 
formation from the good advice of the Councils of Europe, 
,that is to say, of those which time and distance allowed it 
;to consult. "This advice did not fail the Cbuncil-Geheral, : 
to whom it had been most valuable ; it has most certainly 
contributed to improve so important a Rule. i I 

The regulations, which we are about to explain briefly, : 
and the text of which we give further on, form a summary 
of the local usages, and of the chapters of the General 
Rule relative to Particular Councils and to the Council- 
General itself. These Councils are, in fact, intermediate 
hetween the Particular Council of a town, charged with 
the interests of Conferences of a city, and the Council- 
General, charged with the direction of all the Conferences. ! 
Their functions, as their nature, ou^ht then to possess 
something mutual, and this idea has been uppermost in 
the preparation of the rules respecting them. 

At the very commencement, a primary question arose, 
as to the name to be given to these Councils. Should 
they be designated in the Rule, under the title of Provin- 
cial Councils, as the two Briefs of the 10th of January, 
and 12th of August, 1845, had done ? Powerful reasons 
weighed in favor of this expression, one already old among 
us, and accepted by most of the Councils ; but the appre- 
hension which was manifested, that in many countries it 
would awaken national susceptibilities dangerous to the 
Society, has induced us to adopt a newr denomination ;— ^ 
that of Tipper Councils. 

The circumscription of the Upper Councils, and the lo- 
cation of their seat, are points which the first Article of 
this Rule hands over to the Council-General, by virtue of 
the delegation which it makes to them of a part of its 
own rights. It is the practice, converted purely and sim- 
ply into a written rule. 

The 3d Article treats of an important question, that of 
the constitution itsel f of the Upper Council. After having 
well considered it, and weighed the different opinions ex* 
pressed, it has been judged preferable to summon all the 
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Conferences (whom the Tipper Council 4s. to unite). to co- 
operate in its formation, in order thereby to make its 
authority greater. This cooperation may take place, 
either by means of delegates,, chosen in equal numbers by 
each Conference, or by means of coireBjondedceV accord- 
ing to local circumstances ; ancL filially v ifc is lBufficierii for 
the validity of the constitution of the Council^ that all the 
Conferences should be summoned to ^ take part in it : it is 
not necessary that they should aciually have done so, if 
t h ey neglect to reply to the Conv^bc^tibn. To establishi 
greater order, the election should be directed by the Par- 
ticular Council- established in the town Where the Upper 
Council is to have its seat, or by the s Conference of that 
town, if a Particular Council is not > as jret in existence. 

The 4th Article reproduces for the nomination of the 
President of the Upper Council, a mode ^jiich is analogous 
to that adopted for the nomination of the President- 
General, and which experience has shown the advantages 
of. But the delay of two months is reduced to one month, 
as the circumscription is less extended. 
' The 8th Article anticipates the case When there are in 
the same town an Upper Council and a Particular Coun- 
cil. In such a case it is decided that the presidentship of 
the Particular Council belongs of r ight to the President of 
the Upper Council; but the latter may delegate it if he 
believes it necessary. This point ha s been already settled 
by the General Rule as" to Paris, 1 where both the Council- 
General and the Particular Council of the town assemble, 
and it has been sanctioned by fifteen years' experience. It 
has, then, appeared to be useful to extend it here to the 
cases in which multiplicity of affairs, or any other r eason, 
would prevent, as in many towhB, the fun ctions of the 
Particular Council being intrusted to the Upj>er Council. 

The I Oth Article affirms the unvarying judicial pbWers 
of the Council-General, relative to the admission of Con- 
ferences into our. Society. It is for the Cpnncil General 
to pronounce upon their aggregation, having, however^ 
taken the advice of the Upper Councils. 

This mode, while preserving the common spirit,^th© 
unity which is indispensable,— associates the Local Coun- 
cils in the development of our ch aritable family ; it pro- 
vides against the diversity of regulations— it consolidates 
our little, our wholly fraternal plan of governii^nt, while 
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preventing the - admission, mtbotit cause shown, of new 
Conferences which come to ask the rights of fellowship 
among U3. 

These happy relations of fraternity . and of union are 
still more closely cemented by the 12th Article, which, by 
summoning ; the i Presidents of Upper Councils into the 
bosom of the pouncil-General, by giving- them the right 
to take their places there, when they are at Paris, by sug- 
gesting that when they are absent, their advice upon grave 
questions^ by means of written communications, be taken, 
assures thus to the Whole Society "the ( concurrence of (their 
intelligence, their devotion, an a of their charity. The 
first trial, which has been inade of it in anticipation in 
the drawing up of the present Rule, has already sufficient- 
ly proved it in the eyes of the Council-General. 
. Let us cohclnde by two observations : 

1st. The articles, which are about to be perused, form 
henceforth part of the General Rule ; they b aye been in T 
serted in it ; but it has appeared preferable not to blend 
them into the body of the Rule itself, and not to derange 
the order, now an old one, of the articles ; to touch it, 
would have been to introduce disagreeable confusion, and 
to alter, in some degree, a record venerated in our Society, 
since it is almost contemporaneous with its foundation. 
Moreover, the authority of these new arrangements wilt 
not, on this account, be less in the eyes of our Conferences 
;and of all our brothers; 

: 2d. The present Rule is applicable to Councils now ex- 
isting abroad, whose mission it is to direct the Confer- 
ences belonging tb distinct nations. But it is not, "and it" 
has not been, an obstacle to the formation of Councils of 
a more limited circumscription, which have become, and 
are daily becoming, more necessary for binding closely to- 
gether among themselves the Conferences which are situ- 
ated near one another. Far from it ; it is for such Confer- 1 
ences a model and a basis for organization. 
\ i*he following, then, is the text of this Rule, adopted, 
by the Council«General at its meeting of the 1st of April/ 
1850: ' r, - - - : . ; - ,/ 

Art. 1.— When the Conferences of a mare- 
extensive circumscription than that of a Par-- 
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ticular Council, desire to be united by a 
Council, an Tipper 
ed forthis purpose, cbnfo^ 
of the Brief of our H<)ly Fatb^f Popd Greg- 
ory XYI, dated JanuaJry the r 10th, 1845. 
This Council is niain 

tion f or which it is establMied^ kidiwbicKiis 
determined by tbe CoMcft-General y {its seat 
is fixed by the Council-G-enerali ^ yjms 

This Council, within itis circtilrnscrijptioin, 
is the representative of the (General Council, 
which forms the centre of the whole Brother- 
hood, and it governs all the Councils and 
Conferences already (established, or which 
may be estabhshed there. Its ; object is to 
preserve the unity and spirit of the Brother- 
hood there ; it forms the Mtural and ustial 
link of correispondeiice between ; the Councils 
and Conferences with the General Council. 

2. — The TJpper Council c^ 

dent, of one or inore Vice-PresidentSj of 3 a 
Secretary; a; Treasurer^ ones "'^OT- > 's&veM r Vlcie-' 
Secretaries, a Vice-Treasurer^ aiud of sevefal 
CoundUdrs. :. :: - ' ): '--- : - y " • 7 "--- 

3. — When the Pre^id^jit is tb be named for 
t^ first time, 

cumsmption so. 



UPPER COUNCILS. 



149 



The election, shall .take... place under the 
superintendence: of ^the Conference or Conn- 
vcn^helonging to the tpwn ^herein the Upper 
Gouncil is to be established. 
■ r r 4.^Mheix a iiew; President is to be named, 
■/tK^: i^ee-Preside Council. 
Sfa&tyl^&izti&Tj', sitjang is devoted to delib- 
eration as to-M&Q may >b^^Ws^^ble^pe^|pn 
-i^^Mai,o£S^i:- Jf the former President be 
stiH alite^ lie is invited to designate the per- 
,§® ^Qm ie would deem it of advantage to 
N select. •: - ;': • . .; ;.. .v.- - ■: 

; _ iWhen the members have come to an under- 
standing upon one or several names, the meet* 
ingadjonrns for a month : during the interval 
the proceedings of this preparatory meeting 
are made known, to the Presidents of the 
Particular Councils, who consult their col- 
leagues, and t^ the Presidents of the Jponf er- 
epces,w^ Councils, 

side ; all th§ £r£&$ei^ opin- 
ions to the Council, and, according- to these 
opinions, the CouncU m^ an 
. exact ipmute of whicH is recorded. 

/While the ^cfto^ is peiidiag^ ffl^e mem- 
bers of the circumscription address, either in 
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private or at the meetings, a special praye* 
to God, such as the Weni Creator inorder 
that His Spirit may guide them throughout 
the intended election; ^ ^ : > 

5. — The members of the Upper Council 
are named, as well as those of tlie Board, by 
the President, with the advice of the' Council. 1 

6. — The President presides over tHe tTpper 
Council, and over the generail inefetings' of 
the Conferences of the town 1 where it is es- 
tablished. He convenes extraordinary meet- 
ings. In case of absence, his place is sup- 
plied by the Yice-President, or even, if neces- 
sary, by any other member of the Council. 

7. — The Secretary keeps an account of the 
names, Christian names, professions, resi- 
dences, and dates of reception of the different 
members of the Conferences belonging to the 
town where the tipper Couicil holds its 5 sit- 
tings. He also notes down the persons who 
form the Boards of the Councils, or of the 
Conferences of the Circumscnpiidri^ as well 
as the placed where, and day£ dnd hours when, 
they hold their sittings. ' ' 

He draws up the minutes of the sittihgs 
held by the Cbuncil and general ---meetings ; 
prepares the annual report upon the works 
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of the Conferences of the circumscription, 
and transmits it to the General Council. He 
is intrusted, under tlie superintendence of the 
President, with the general correspondence 
that is kept up with, the Presidents and Sec- 
retaries of the Councils and Conferences, as 
weH as with the General Council. He has 
the, custody Of the records of the Society in 
that circumscription. 

tlie care of the funds. 
He keepsan exact account of the receipts and 
expenditure ; lie submits his accounts to the 
Council. 

3.— In case tlie Upper Council does not 
fulfill, for the local Conferences, the office of 
a Particular Council, the presidency of tlie 
latter devolves by right on the President of 
the Upper Council, who names the Presidents 
and. Vice-Presidents of the Conferences and 
Special Works, as also the Board of the Par- 
ticular Council. , 

In case of any impediment^ his presidency 
over the Particular Council is supplied by a 
member of the Upper Council, whom he dele- 
gates, for that, purpose. 

9.^The funds of the Council are main- 
tained by extraordinary donations made to 
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the Society, by collections at the General 
Meetings of the town in which it is established, 
and by the contribution 
sent by each Conference, or; by each Cpimcil 
of the circumscription, towards the general 
expenses., , ..... :),,. 

10. — When a Conference; JM ^Particular 
Council is about to be f ormed circum- 
scription, the Upper Goum^ 

far it may be proper .to, .propose 
tion to the General Council. This aggrega- 
tion can never take place but with the pre- 
vious advice of the Upper Council. 

It likewise refers to the General Council, 
when it is deemed necessary to dissolve any 
particular Conference or Council. In a case 
of urgency, it may temporarily suspend the 
sittings, and refer the matter to the General 
Council. 

11. — The Upper Council governs all the 
practical details of the Conferences in the 
circumscription, either through the medium] 
of correspondence or of circulars from the 
President, and watches over the observance 
of the Rules, reserving, . however, to the 
General Council weighty questions, and such 
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as may concern the welfare of the Society at 
large. 

12.— The Presidents of the Upper Councils, 
when present in Paris, attend at and take 
part in the sittings of the General Council, of 
which they are members, so long as they con- 
tinue to iift^ office. ' 

The Greneral Council may ask for their 
opinion 4n writing upon such matters as in- 
terest the whole Brotherhoods 
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Absent members should not go to the Treasurer for relief 
tickets, ioi. 

Accounts of Treasurers should be verified yearly, 92, 120. 

Active members, 8, 33, 134. 

Address* of welcome to new members, 98. 

Admission of Candidates ; none should be presented for admis- 
sion into the Society except such as are worthy of the confi- 
dence and affection of our brothers, 16, 24, 95.; how they are 
to be announced, 23, 95. 

Adoption of families for relief, before the, every member is at 
liberty to make remarks, 25, 104. 

Advice to be given to members in difiicult cases when asked, 
25t IO °- 

Aggregation ; how to be solicited, 78, 152 necessary for partic- 
• ipation in the Indulgences, 78 ; powers of Upper or Superior 

Councils as to, 146, 152. 
Aim of the Society, 75, 103. 

Allocation of the common fund, how maintained ; the use made 
thereof decided by the Particular Council, 27; 115. 

All the Conferences of the Society are united by the Council- 
General, 20, 79.. 
\ Alms, we must not be ashamed of tne smaHness of our, 19. 

Annual Exercises or Spiritual Retreat, see the Brief of Pope 
Pius the Ninth, September 13th, 1359 65. 

Annual elections, not approved by the Council-General, 86. 

Appointment of the: Officers, of a Conference, how made, 21, 28,, 
85, $6, 87. 118. 

Archives, the, of the Society are kept by the Secretary-Genersdv 
127. 

Arrear, never fall into arrear with the Purveyors, qi, 99. 
Aspirant members, 134. 

Assessments,, members not to be assessed, 109. 
Asylums, members to aid the sick and infirm to obtain admission 
into,. 19, 

Balls for Conferences, there should be none, in. 
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Before undertaking any good work obtain assent from the local 
Pastors, 14. ■:' -v..-. . 

Benefactors, 55, 57, 66, 67. : ^ / ; 

Benefactresses, ladies may be,;. 74. ^ 7 : 

Board of Particular Council, members of, need not be attached 
to any Conference, 114. »•....:'•• 

Books, distribution of good books recommended, 8, 92.% i- - 

Boundaries of Councils determined ly the Councit-Gerieraly 113, 
. 121, 14s, 148. • - .. : ■■" ■ 

Bread, not in bread alone doth man live, but in every word#hat* 
procecdeth from the mouth of God, 7^" : ; : v j ;••:•-/. ; ;t:- 

BRiEFSrof Pope Gregory XVI, 52, 55 ; and of Pope' Pius IXj 55, 

■.. 56,-57- ■ .-- ^ ■■•^ • 

Brother^- counsel to be given to a falling or fallen, 12. : : c 
Brotherly love, it is the spirit of, which will insure our Society 
of Charity becoming beneficial to its members, Aud edifying 
to others, 11. ,.: . : : 

Bulletin; the Monthly Bulletin strongly recommended;. to be 
read : it points out the progress of Conferences, and indicates 
the dangers to shun, aud the examples to follow, 83,108, 137. 
Burial, of the poor, 54, 102. , ; . 

Candidates for admission, introduce .none ; unless^ they will.edi- 

'■ ' ty, 24,95, 97? -o:"; :: '•• . : , ■ 

Central Councils, 78^ 79, 82, 128,129,- 136. ■ ' . .. , 

Central Fund, 122.. . - ■ . . v; .. .: -.. . : V "... 

Certificates of membership n zt permitted, ^98, . 
Charity ; iio work ; of, foreign to the Society,:.^ 7^-77? "but 
' should be suited to ike special character, o^^fy:Spcietjf^l 77 t ^ 
'dispensed., without . regard to .. party : or. .-sect, but;good Chris- 
tians entitled to special interest, 15.,. \ r : :- r / 
Children, instruction to be given to poor, unprotected orimpris-- 

oned children, 20, 76. 
Choice of newmembersi is of the utmost importance, 17; • - ~ • 
Christian prudence, 9. r--: - r .anrs 

Christian intimacy reepmraendedv 8x;^ :? t;.:"i ^ rh .:-.*C: 
Circulars of the Council-General, should be read, at least Once 

a year, 94, 108. . .:?r. ? v>7 V.. ;z:j;t •;• .7~^ 

Circumscription of; the IJpper ; or Superior Councils^ ^45^148; ' - 
Clergy ; president the General -Meetings; 133 ; > are members vif 
honor (members d'honneur), 139 ; ^ can;- also- become active 
members, -88^! z * L-;.- v::n:- h r, ::• ^ ; s :.!. - ^ '■ ' 

Clothing for the poor, 23, 92 • grajcts pfc^ibj.- ; - - ^-> • 
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Collections at the meetings to be made in secret, 26, 108, 109 ; 

collections at the General Meetings, 27, 117, 152. 
Colleges, Conferences of, 135. 

Committee of Inquiry, or Visiting Committee, of Conferences re- 
commended, 101. ' •- • - 
Common Fund, 27, 115. 

Conferences ; intended for men only, 73; aim of, is zeal for the 
. salvation of souls, 75 ; take the name of the "Parish, 20, '79;- 

meetings of, 21,80; should endeavor to carry on a corres- 
. :pondence, 21, 8x,. 82 • officers of, how appointed, 21, 28, 585, 86, 

118; by whom represented in Particular Councils, 28, 120* how 

poor Conferences are assisted by Particular Councils, 27, 116 ; 

and by the Council-General, 123; organization of, 21, 84; 

should .not have too many members ; when the number in a 

Conference exceeds 60 or- 80, it is better to form new Corifer- 
V erices; xia, 113 ; of colleges and institutions, 135 ; dissolution 

or suspension of, 152. 
Contents, 3. 

Contributions to Councils, 27, 115, i22, 151. 
Corresponding Members, 33, 134, 135. 

Councillors of the Council-General, and Upper - or Superior 
Councils, 29, 121, 148. 

Council 1 o f a Conference, 21 ; 84 ; duties of, 85. 

Council of a Particular Council, 27, 118 ; duties ofj 118. 

Council of Direction, or Particular Council^ 22, 27, 32, 112, 132. 

Council-General, 29, 121 ; how composed, 121; functions o£, ag 9 
121, 122 ; funds of, 122 ; members of, 29, 121 ; President of, 29, 
125,-126 ; Secretary-General, 30, ^126 ; Treasurer-iGeneral, 31, 
127 ; Presidents of * Upper or Superior Councils are members 
* i of; 753 ; may isk for their bpihidn in; writing, 153. : 

Councils, Superior or Upper, See letter S. ' 

Councils, Particular^ See letter P. 

Death of the poor visited should be announced ' to the Confer- 

ence, 102. "' •'• ' - '•- 

Debt, dangerous for a Conference to go into, '§t$ 99. 
Deceased members? Mass for, 35, 142^ ; 
Deceased poor, Mass for, 102. 

Deference, utmost; to;be paid to the Councils of the : S6ciety, 14* 
DEPARTURE from the Rules;. how to lead back ; to ; •bservance of 
. r } the Rules, t ii5,- X2I; 152. ; , ■ ■- ■ -•" 

D« Profundis, 48, 49 ; to be said for the deceased poor, 102" ; and 
for deceased members, 143; . ^ ■ 
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Detailed information of the poor. to. bcs given,; 24*102* 

Different members of the Society, 33, 134, 140; 

Discretion should accompany zealviTv./ 

Discussion, too much, to be discouraged, 78, 107. ■ 

Dissolution or suspension of Councils or Conferences. xsx, 15a. 

Divine Model, our. was meek and humble of heart, xi. 

Docility, follow with, the directions of our- Ecclesiastical Supe- 

" liors, 14. ■ ' ' .• 

Donations, if sent to Councils and Conferences constantly, In- ? 
; dulgences may be ^ained ; ; Sei& Brief bf Pope Gregpry X VI, ( 

August 12th, 1845 S3, 66 ; in Paris the Conferences allot the 

tenth of their funds, 117. 
Drunkards, and persons of dissipated habits, as to visiting such, 

Duties of a President of a Conference, a*, 88, 89^ of a Secretary, 
22, 89 ; of a Treasurer, 22, 90, 91 ; of Librajian, 22, 93 ; of 
a'Keeper of a Wardrobe, 33, 93. 

Ecclesiastics, to be received in Conferences with the utmost 

gratitude, 88. See^ also, Clergy. . 
Edify,; only those who will,' should be introduced into the Socie- 

' ty. 24, 74, 97. ■ -'••<••<• •, ■-. • • - • - ■-' ■■ • 
Elections, annual, 'not approved by the Council-General, 86. 
Envy to be avoided, 13. : '■ 

Evil, shun the appearance of, xo ; evil report of a; brother to bft. 
. f " ■" received with sorroWi ia. ; • < j •' ■<■'-. 

Explanatory Notes, 73 ; reasons for publishing them, 71. r 

Families, more than can be visited in a' Christian manner, should 

- not be adopted;; io^. r 1 L ■ • : ;, i ,;c ' i; ;i • ; • '>;•-' * ■■■ ••" ■■ 
Females, any work relating to, not. to be undertaken^ if * young ; 

women not to be visited, 105. 
Fervor,: aljisinbt Holy, ij..; V ;V:-;.t 

Festivals of the Society ; 34, 35^140; 142. They are as follows : 
x. Ther Festival' of the Immaculate^ x5on^ the' 
Blessed Virgin, or the Sunday within J the Octave; 34, 

2, The Festival of SL Vincent De Paul; and the seven: days 
: immediately; following * once >4>nly during the space of 
eight days, 34, 55,141; .• ^ 

3 v The^secbnd>Su^daVaiter Ett 
4. The first Sunday in Lent, .35,: : : - - 
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M The observance of the Festivals of the Society, is one of the 
' obligations with which we. ought to be most deeply im- 
pressed," 142; Indulgences to be gained by the observance, 

: 53» 63. . ..v-;^.:v;.; : ,.. ■< ■ , 

^RiEfiDSH»^ the Society, of St, Vincent De Paul one already 

made, 82.. ; : ;v: :; . : -.i. .-, ; • 
„Funds; manner of prpeuring : : : of -Conferences, 26,; xxo, : in ; of 
f " Particular Councils, or Councils of Direction, 27, 115, 116 ; of 
* L Council-General, 29, 122 of .Upper or Superior Councils, 151. 
; Funerals, members are. appointed to attend those of thfe poor 
; , Visited viQ2« ", : / : r.~ '. . 

General Meetings, 3V 128; 129, 130. They are held on: 

x. The Feast of the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed 
(t-^;; Virgin, or cm the Sunday within the Octave^ 31, 56, 130 ; 
: : : The, Festival of St Vincent I)e Paul, and. the seven days 
immediately following ; once only during the space of 
eight days, 31, 55, 130; 
; • 3. rThe second ; Sunday after Easter, 31, 53, 130; 

4, The first Sunday in Lent, 31, 53, 130. 
General Meetings should be held by Isolated Conferences, 
X28, 129 ; two or more neighboring Conferences may unite in '. 
holding them, 129 they may be attended by honorary mem- 
bers, and benefactors, but not by women, 129 ; Indulgences 
, ; to be gained by attending, 53, 63. , : 

Gentleness, without, zeal for the salvation of so a ship 

J Without S^ls, II* ; 1: .iis.^j 

Gifts in kind, by members, have been permitted to be made to 

some country, Conferracesi 109, 
Gospels, the Holy, are used for pious reading; at the meetings of 

Conferences, 94. ; .•: 

Honorary Members, 33, 34, 134, 1371 admission, of, 138 ; they do 
■ not attend th« Conference meetings^ 137 ; but do attend: the * 
5 ; General Meetings, Masses, Retreats, &c, 137, 139 ; "they send 
>c annually an offering *o the Council or t Conference of their" 
town, 137; where a Particular Council exists it should be,. 
;; sent to the Council; 138. : T ' ~ 

Honors the places .©£ at the General Meetings, belong by right to 

."the Clergy, 233. * , . • ' ' 

Humility and jneekness v c>ur patroiv St Vincent De Paul, prized ' 
nothing so highly, zx,> ^: : v : - ; - « : 
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Hundredth part, the, ol^e^pc^teM^^^Pl^ Conferences 
are given to maintain the fund of the Council-General, 123. 
Hymn,^, Veni Cre^or^ : , ; 

III, if any member of a Conference become iU^his^rethren will 

Visit him &C. , 12, : : v. . . - ... . ■:.:::.-;■::.[, ■::::>. 

Indulgences: . Conferences r participate in v upon aggregation, 78 • 
.^^is^^v^y^b^^^^hs-j^lL v^mbcK Q^i day of. admis- 
sion, 99 ; at the four Festivals and the four General; Meetings 
of the Socj^ty* 53*33, xa® ; rby I correspo|iding:niembers, 136 ; 
women may participate Jn, 74 ■;■ alsq ; see the .Briefs .of ; the 
Roman Pontiffs, 52 to 57 ; explained, 5$ ; conditions requisite 
for gaining, .61 ; Indulgences granted. tojm0mbers>of ith^Sp-;. 
. ciety, 62 to the benefactors of the. Society^ ; tQ;the:poor 
under the care; of the Society t ^7 ; > to the fethers and; moth- 
ers of members of the goclety,:^, - ; ;^ -jx ,ri v-.-x-'-^- 

Information to be given on families visited, 2^ 100,10a* •>•; 

Institutions, Conferences of, 135. . . V; •.; •. .. }.: : vu.": . . 

Instructing poor- cldldren,, 7 ; ajso the poor, £03* , ; ■„ - . 

Introduction to Rules, 5; and E^^atpryJ^ote5r7?«v c ; - 

Intimacv', Christian,; recommended, -S^ ~- ^ f ^ Vr -v.; 

Investmeot, temporary, of fundSj^x,, L;. ■ ••, '. - • ; 

Isolated Conferences,. 79,. 130, w . L . ^::^ri.-5 J' 

Isolated Members, 135, 136. 

Keeper of the Wardrobe, duties of, 23, 9a* 

Ladies. See letter W* .i.- . : .^1 .';.rc •- 

Laymen, Presidentship of Conferences conferred upon^ 8S. 
Leisure, PresidenteshbuM \have, 87. r. , . « ■ v k^; , :; 

Letter from Archbishop Hughes, 4. J ■ ^ " ; ; . / . 
Letters of introduction can be obtained from Presidents, 98. 
Librarian, duties of, 22, 92U . .. ,:■ -.ah. - 

Library, important to have one for. the poor, 94. • ii: b ;: 
Little. Lectures, or short: readings, J92. .1 ■-■.-i^r^v v \ F ^ 
Lotteries* there should be , none where cupidity is stimulated, 

Love of our neighbor, 10. 

Manual of the Society, frequent perusal of 'it ^^cbpm^nidedi 9)3. 
Mass, the -Holy Sacxifiee'of the,- offered 'up- for decked mem-' 
bers, 35, 142; also for the poor, 102. ^ ' * 
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Meekness and humility teach us to be kind and obliging, one to 
another, ii*-; - ^ - ; : -; ' ; ••' • ' ; ' 

Meetings of Conferences and Gouncils V -members attending 
three out of the four meetings held during the month, can 
gain a Plenary Indulgence ; see Brief of PopeGregdry the 
Sixteenth, January 10, 1845*—- 52; Conferences meet upon such 
■ days /as they may appoint, 8b should meet w ; an< * 

Councils of Conferences frequently^ 85 General Meetings, 
31, i28 v 12$, 130. - ••• — ■■■■>■■ • -'- ■ 

Members : who may be, 220, 73 ; must be Christians, 74 ; not ex- 
pedisnt to admit persons who are not above want, 75 ; ad- 

- mission bf, how to be announced, 23*95 ; new candidates, 
95 ; may- obtam Plenary Indulgence on day of admission, 99 ; 
members receiving money must take special care to watch 
over the use made thereof, 25, 104; leaving place where Con- 
ference is, to give notice to President^ 26, 106 ; do not cease 
to be members, 33, 135:; to report on state of their poor, 107 ; 
the different members of the Society, 33* 134; deceased, Re» 
quiem Mass for^ 35, 142 ; of Upper or Superior Councils, 148; 
members-: who live where there Is no" Conference, can gain 
the Indulgence, 136; new members rise at the General 
Meetings while being addressed by the President, 32, 131; 

Minutes of the Conference to contain all. that occurs of impor- 

- tance, 94. ^v** ■ 
Money, the grants of, the exception; — not the rule, 104. See RelieC 

Name of a Conference, howtb be given, 20, 79. 

Nb family can be admitted cn the Relief R6U -without a pre- 
vious statement .afrits wants, 25, 104. :•• 

Nomination of Presidents, and; "Vice-Presidents of Conferences, 
connected by a Particular CouncU r belongs to the President 
of that ^Council; 85, 118. ^ 

Not in bread alone doth man live, &c, 7^ ; - - 

No work of charity should be regarded as foreign to the Societyv 
20,76; this expression is subject, ; however, to, the qualifica- 
tipft$tiafc;the; proposed work "should be. suited Ja- the special 
character of ike Society" 77. 

Object of the Society, 7. 

OBSEsyA^c^oktke. Rules .watched oxe r by Particular Councils, 
ii$;. by ^ CounpUs, 152 j and by foe Council- 



: 162 



INDEX. 



Offerings of the Conferences in Paris to the Particular Council 
are ten per cent., 117 ; offerings, of an isolated member can 
be sent to the Council or Conference of his diocese nearest 
to his residence, 135, 136; offerings, .of honorary members. 
; See Letter H. 

Officers, not to be multiplied beyond necessity, 115 ; officers of 
a Conference, 21, 84;; and how appointed,. 21, 85. 
< Order of the meetings, 23,93. V 

Organization of the Society, 79. 

Our Divine Model was meek and humble, iu . 

Panegyric or Praise, there shpuld. be none in the reports of the 
Society, 132. 

Particular Councils or Councils of .Direction* 20, 27,: 112 ^com- 
position, 27, 114; functions of, 27, 115; funds of, 27, 115; 
Council of, 27, 118 : nomination of Officers, 28, 118 duties of 
President, 28, 119 ; duties of Secretary, 28, 120 ; of Treasurer, 
28, 120 ; Conferences, how represented in,. 28,. 120;. honorary 
members make offerings to % 138 • admit honorary members, 
138, 139; in Paris meets, every eight days, 1.19:; Suspension 
or Dissolution of, 121, 152. 
Party or Sect, no obstacle to obtaining; relief, 15. 

' Philanthropy, merely human, not the aim of the Society, 75. 
Politics are wholly foreign to the Society, 16. 

* Poor families, visiting, the special object of the Society, 76; 
should be visited weekly, 81 ; when and how to be recom- 
mended by one Conference to another, 21* 82, 84 ,- library for 
22, 92 ; clothes for, 23, 92 ; relief to, how given, 24, 100, ior, 
102, 103; classificationofi ta be 1 intrusted to a Committee of 
Inquiry or Visiting Committee; ioi ; death of poor person in 
receipt of relief, should be.' announced ,» 102 ; adoption of, 25, 
104 ; only, such as live in reputable houses should be adopted, 
105; . in adopting cases, regard to be had to the number of 

.•' :■ Visitors, 105. ; '.■ 1 '.. - 

Pra-yer at.the meetings, an essential portion of the business, 94; 
, General Meetings: open with prayer, 32, 131 ; we should pray 
for the conversion of our poor, 103. 
.; Pkesident of a Conf erence : duties of, 22, 88 v how elected, 21, 85 ; 
elected for an indefinite period, 85 ; when appointed by a 
President of a Particular Councilv. 22,; 28, 85,: 118 - qualities he 
should : possess, 87 ; a layman, 88 ; duties of,, as to candidates 
for admission as members, 96, 97 ; should allot visitors, 106 ; 
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f duties with J regard to visitors, 106 • as to members leaving, 

106, X07 ; reports at General Meetings, 32, 132 ; should have 

leisure^ 87; should visit the 1 poor, io6; 
,President of a' Particular Council or Council' of Direction ; how 
* appointed, 28, 118; appoints Presidents, and Vice-Fresidents 

of Coherences;; 22; 28, ; 85/118 ; duties of, 28, 119: 
Presidents of Upper or Superior Councils • how named, 148, 149 ; 

duties of, 150 ; are members of the Council-General, 153. 
President-General, nomination of, 29, 125 • duties of, 36, 126. 
Presidents empowered to call extraordinary General-Meetings, 

3°i.3 2 i I2 ^, 130* 

. Primary; object of the; Society, is the edification of its mem- 
bers, 75. 

Prisoners to be afforded consolation, 20, 76". 
Proceedings should be simple, 90; the proceedings of impor- 
: tance at the Particular Council Meetings, may be : rep orted at 
the meetings of the Conferences, 108. 
Providence, trust to; in all work undertaken for God, 99. 
r Psalm C^XIX, (De Profuhdis), 48;. 49. 
I Punctuality, relief should be given withj 24, 100. 

Rank or Fortune, in Conferences there should be no considera- 
tion of the difference of T 109. ^ 
r Reading, pious, to be made with serious attention, 94. 
Recommendations to be given to young men; and to workmen, 

when they leave home-; also, to the pOor, 21, 82, 83, 84. 
Records of the Society, in the custody of the Secretary of tho 

. Upper .or;;Superior ;Councili 151; • 
References, concerning Indulgences, 58. 
Register, or Relief Roll of the poor, how to-be kept, 90; 
Regulations^ the Upper or Superior Councils, 144. 
Relief ; how given,; 24; 99 to 104- ; when in money,, clothes, or 
j bQpks^2S, 103 ; "relief in kind is the rale, and the exception a 
grant of money," 104 ; the relief should be punctually given 
to the poor, at their residences, s& ibb ; upon a case of diffi- 
■ cultyi where . publicity would be injurious, the member 
: should consult the President, prrvately^ 103; 
Reports of the Society; to be sent annually to corresponding 

. membersi : ;34?i37. : - . f — . ^ ; -.V- : -^ ~- T > • ; 
Reports of Conferences to be made at the meetings of Particular 
Councils when invited, 28, 120 ; Tsrimmary^ report also to be 
furnished for each of the General Meetings; arid to be de- 
posited in the hands of the Secretary, 32, 132. 
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Reputable houses, the poor who. live in, such places only, to bo 
visited, 105. ' i :■...■:■>■•. ■ '•>■:-, i-shd ■ ■• ■ 

REQUIEM MaSS^ 35,114s; ^Mar./J .{-:;]i 5 ••;,?•;>.••> 

Retreats, annual, and Indulgences attached, 36, 63, 67, 68« 
Rules and . Circulars, the, should . be. .read ^rea^uently, and care- 
fully, 94, 98; Ruies_and . 0;en^^ 
... .strictly. observed^ 3_6>,3^^;^y.!do..^p^ impose ah obligation of 
conscience, but the Society relies I for their fulfillment, oh the 
zeal, &c, of its members, 35, 143., ; , ; : ^ ^ 

Scandal, the appearance of, to be.ayoided, 105^ ' : 

Secretary of a. Conference ; duties! of, 22^ 23", 89, 9^ 135 ; should 
not come, late to the " meetings, '.90 ;" Secretary' of .a " 'Particular 
Council, 28, 120, 135 ; at General Meetmgs^ 32,132 "; Secretary- 
General, 30, 126 ; Vice-Secretaries, "31, x"£j", 127Y 'Se^et^jof 
an Upper or.SuperiQr Gpuncil, duties 'of, 130. ^ ' * ' 

Sect, or Party, no obstacle to ob|s^ng refiei^ 1^ ' ^ 

Self-Denial, by, we should understand! the surreha'ering of pur 
own opinion, without which no association is durable, 9. 

Sick ; the poor, who are sick, to 1 be Afforded' cohsolatiohv ac^ 76; 
utmost care and attention to be shown to members who may 
become ill, 12.^ ^ - f - 

Simplicity of proceedings recommended, 90. ' 

Sisters of Charity, deference, to be shdwh tP them, and to others 
who also succor the poor of the Society, 15.'- 

Smallness of Alms, no ground for shame, 19. 

Society of St. Vincent De Paul *: special abject of,, to visit poor 
families, 20, 76 ; organization of, 79 ; the different members 

O f . 33i 134- ' r " ■ ■-■■*■ :x: ■■. ,: ■■ 

Soldiers should be objects of attention,. 84; 

Special Works, 27, 114 ; reports of, 120;; how maintained, 27, .116; 
Presidents, and Vice-Presidents of, members of Particular 
Councils, 27; 114. ■■ ■■■ - ../. vf :-'. 

Spiritual Director, the, is appointed -by^-thi&L Bishop or Arch- 
bishop of the Diocese, 22, 85 ; he opens the mating with 

prayer^ 23,93- - ■ ''^ ' — ... ;, ; .-/v. 

Subscribers, 33, 34^ 134, 139, r4o;: are not members of the Society, 
but are entitled, as benefactors, to its prayers, 140. . ........ 

Superior, or Upper Councils ; regulations fpri 344; Presidents off 
148, 150 ; as to nomination of Presidents p£ Gpmfereqces, 131 • 
represent Council-General, 1485 consist of, 148, ; members of, 
how named, 150 ; Secretary of, 130 ; funds of, 151 ; govern 
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details of Conferences in their circumscriptions, 152 : Presi- 
dents of, are members of the Council-General, 153. 

Supplementary Briefs of the Roman Pontiffs, 55, $6 Y 57. 

Suspension, or dissolution of Councils or Conferences, 121, 15a, 

Ten peVcent! of the funds of the Conferences" in Paris are al- 
$ lotted, to the Particular Council, 117* 
Theatrical representations ' for Conferences; there should be . 
none, iii. 

Tickets " for relief in kind," 24, 100. : 
Treasurer ; duties of, t 22* 24, 26, 90, 91, 99, 108; of Particular 
v Council, 27, 38, 114, 120; of Councri-GeneralY 29, 31, 121, 127; 
" ... of Upper or ; Superior Council, 148, 151 ; accounts of, should 

.fee verified yea^iy, 92, 120. 
^eas^rer-General, 29, 31, iai, 127. 
Treasure Vice, 115, 148. ' 

Treasury, the, of the poor; to be maintained only by means that 
■, are entirely of a Christian character, Hi. 

Undertake no good work, without first having secured the as- 

sent o££he. local Pastors, 14. 
Unity of the Society, 12; ail the Corifefences are, united by the 

Council-General, 20, 79. 
Universality of the Society, 7,6. ■ 
Upper or Superior Councils, regulations for, 144. 

Vainglory, charity always crowned* with -success, might expose 

tb, 18. — - : ' ■ : ... • , ., 

Veni, Creator Spiritus, (the Hymn), 46, 47. 
Veni, Sancte Spiritus^ (the Prayer), 38, 39. - 
VicE-PREsrnENT to stand in the place of the President during his 

absence, 22 i 88, 89. 
Vice-Secretaries, 31, 114, 127, 148, and VicesTxeasurers, 115, 148. 
Virtue, the Society should endeavor to. attain; and practice e very 
•'• virtue, 8. .v. . • : . . ... .: _,-\„- "•• ., 

Visiting Conferences, poor families, &c, Indulgences attached ; 

See Brief of Pope Gregory the Sixteenth, January 10, 1845 ; 

—52 to 54. ' • * • • — . ... 

Visiting Committee or Committee of Inquiry, 101. ■ 
VisrroRs, relations of, towards the poor, 103 ; :to , be allotted by 
- the President, 106. 
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Visits should be made to the poor at least once a week, 81, 102. 
Votes, when the Conference may vote, 25, 97, 103, 117. 

Wardrobe for the poor, should be an object of the most particu- 
lar care, 23, 92, 93. 

Weekly meetings of the Conferences, the Council-General at- 
taches much importance to them, 80. 

Weekly visits to the poor should always be made, 81, 102. 

"What a President is t sa is the Conference? 87. 

Without gentleness, zeal for the salvation of souls, is a ship ) 
without sails, 11. 

Women, works relating to, not to be undertaken; 77; when 
young, not to be visited, 105 ; cannot take part in Conferences 
either as active or honorary members, 74 ; but can become 
benefactresses to the Society, and participate in numerous 
Indulgences, 66, 74; the works of, cannot be aggregated to 
the Society, 74 ; not to be invited to the General Meetings, 
129 ; can become subscribers, 140. 

W orks of the Society, 76; no good work to be undertaken with- 
out the assent of the local Pastors, 14. 

Young Men, the Society founded by and for them, 20, 73 •, to t>e 
recommended by one Conference to another, 21, 82, 98. 

Younger members should defer to the elder, and the newly ad- 
mitted members to those of longer standing, 15. 

Zeal for the salvation of souls, and love of our neighbor, is the 
very essence of the Conference of Charity, io» 



